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Creating the New Takahashi 
Issei Heritage Center



The Center is deeply 
grateful to The Henri 
and Tomoye Takahashi 

Charitable Foundation for 
their extraordinary $3.2 million 
gift to establish the Takahashi 
Issei Heritage Center, a 
landmark initiative dedicated 
to illuminating the history and 
legacy of the Issei generation.

This transformational gift allows the 
Center to create a permanent space 
to honor and preserve the history, 
experiences, and enduring contributions 
of the Issei. Through educational 
programs, archival preservation, 
exhibitions, and research projects, the 
Takahashi Issei Heritage Center will 
ensure that future generations have 
a place to learn and appreciate the 
courage, resilience, and vision of those 
who laid the foundation for the Japanese 
American community. 

The Takahashi Issei Heritage Center 
will stand as a tribute to the Takahashi 
family and the rich cultural heritage the 
Issei brought with them to America, 
and to their enduring strength and 
perseverance, which continue to shape 
and inspire Japanese Americans today.  

The enduring friendship 
between the Center and the 
Takahashi family extends 
more than five decades—
preceding even the founding 
of the organization. In 
1971, Tomoye Takahashi  
made the first donation 
toward a community 
center for Japantown. She 
contributed $3,000 to a 

project that, at the time, was still only a 
vision.

“We talked, planned, thought… and 
I wrote a check, even before I was 
asked… I was so dedicated… I was so 
intense about it becoming a reality.”

— Tomoye Takahashi

At the same time, Tomoye’s younger 
sister, Martha Suzuki, pledged $3,000 in 
support of the effort. These initial gifts 
marked the beginning of the Center’s 

first capital campaign 
and established a lifelong 
relationship between the 
Takahashi family and the 
Center—one that has 
endured for over fifty 
years.

The Center extends a 
special thank you to 
Masako Takahashi the 

daughter of Henri and Tomoye, and 
President of The Henri and Tomoye 
Takahashi Charitable Foundation. The 
Takahashi Issei Heritage Center not 
only preserves the legacy of the Issei 
but also strengthens our shared mission 
to promote understanding, cultural 
heritage, and community for generations 
to come.

Paul Osaki
Executive Director
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Executive Director

PAUL OSAKI

Honoring the Legacy of the Issei

“We talked, planned, 
thought… and I wrote 
a check, even before 
I was asked… I was 

so dedicated… I was 
so intense about it 
becoming a reality.” 

— Tomoye Takahashi
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continued on page 4

The New Takahashi Issei Heritage Center

The Takahashi Issei Heritage Center (named in honor of Henri and Tomoye Takahashi) is the newest 
addition to the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California. This project involves 
a major renovation of approximately 3,555 square feet of ground-floor space beneath the Center's 
gymnasium. The expansion will include a multi-purpose exhibit and event hall, new archival preservation 
storage space, a genealogy and research room, interactive digital display walls, and a storytelling room. 
The exhibit hall will be multi-functional, accommodating changing displays and flexible configurations for 
lectures, events, classes, meetings, video presentations, and exhibitions. Interactive digital display screens 
will be integrated behind shoji screens and sliding doors.

The Takahashi Issei Heritage 
Center (Issei Heritage Center) 
will be the nation's first venue, 
dedicated to highlighting the 

remarkable story of the Issei generation 
and early Japantown from the 1880s 
to the World War II era. The Issei 
Heritage Center will celebrate the first 
generation of Japanese to America and 
their extraordinary accomplishments and 
perseverance, despite the discrimination 
and hardships they endured, as they 

created a new life and community in the 
United States (U.S.). The purpose of the 
Issei Heritage Center is to ensure that 
the life, legacy, and contributions of the 
Issei generation are not forgotten and 
passed on to future generations to learn 
and appreciate.  

A key component of the Issei Heritage 
Center is to allow community members 
to contribute photos and stories of their 
Issei ancestors and become part of the 
educational experience.

Highlights of the Issei Heritage Center 
will include:

The Japanese American History 
Archives (JAHA) Seizo Oka Collection

The Issei Heritage Center will proudly 
house the Seizo Oka Collection of our 
Japanese American History Archives, 
one of the most extensive community-
owned collections of rare Issei primary 
documents in the U.S. The new 
space, located adjacent to the exhibit 
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Takahashi Issei Heritage 
Center continued from page 3

hall, is equipped with state-of-the-
art environmental controls, lighting, 
and tempered air, as well as humidity 
control. These features will ensure 
the preservation and protection of 
this one-of-a-kind archival collection, 
providing a secure and high-quality 
environment for these invaluable 
historical documents. 

Nikkei Genealogy and Archive   
Research Room

The Issei Heritage Center will also 
feature a dedicated genealogy and 
archival research room. Visitors will 
be able to conduct family research 
on computer workstations with 
genealogy research platforms designed 
specifically to assist Japanese Americans 
in discovering and documenting their 
family histories. Participants will have 
access to online 
databases, 
video tutorials, 
digital historical 
records, and 
other research 
tools. The 
room can also 
be utilized 
for archival 
research, 
digitizing, 
and scanning 
documents and 
photographs.

Multi-touch Educational Interactive 
Digital Screens

The multi-purpose exhibit and events hall 
will incorporate interactive technologies, 
including ultra-high resolution multi-
touch interactive digital screens that can 
be used for educational programs, virtual 
workshops, exhibits and live virtual 
presentations by leading experts in Japan 
and the U.S. on Issei history and Japanese 

A future addition will 
include an immersive 
storytelling experience
Visitors will also be able to 
create digital and virtual 
family histories and stories 
through our Nikkei (Japanese 
American) Storytelling Room. 
This interactive experience 
will allow participants to 
document their family 
histories, including uploading 
photos of their Issei 
ancestors and historical 
documents to share with 
others. The aim is to collect 
and preserve Nikkei family 
histories and incorporate 
them into our educational 
and learning experience 
for the public and future 
generations.

“Everyone has a family 
history worth preserving 
and sharing.”

image for illustrative purposes only

culture providing a unique visitor 
experience within a digital and physical 
learning environment transforming 
the exhibit hall into a state of the 
art, educational learning center, that 
incorporates a wide range of advance 
interactive technologies for visitors of all 
ages.

Scott Okamoto, Board President, with  
Masako Takahashi, President of the Takahashi 

Foundation and Executive Director, Paul Osaki

image for illustrative purposes only
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Back in 1998, I was giving a speech 
at a conference in Los Angeles’ 
Little Tokyo, and I was talking 
about the tremendous impact 

the passing of the Nisei generation 
would have on the Japanese American 
community in terms of philanthropy, 
volunteerism and most of all history. 
After my speech, a Nisei man approached 
me and said I was wrong, and that the 
generation that would have the most 
significant impact on the community 
when they are gone is the Sansei 
generation. His statement stunned 
me. I didn't agree with him at all. In 
fact, I think I nervously laughed. Let's 
be honest, the Sansei, really? He said 
the reason was that the Sansei would 
be the last generation to have known 
the Issei generation. He proudly stated 
that the Nisei were not the "Greatest 
Generation," but that the Issei were. 
They were the true pioneers of the 
Japanese American community. 

Perhaps no other person dedicated 
himself more to ensuring that the Issei 
generation would not be forgotten 
than Seizo Oka, or Mr. Oka, as he was 
known in the community. Mr. Seizo Oka 
was the founder, historian and curator 

Japanese American History Archives (JAHA):

A Legacy of its Founder 
Mr. Seizo Oka BY PAUL OSAKI

of the Japanese American History 
Archives (JAHA). He began collecting 
historical documents on the Issei 
generation as far back as 1952, a year 
after the signing of the Peace Treaty 
between the United States (U.S.) and 
Japan following World War II. This 
was not an easy task given that most 
Issei had thrown away much of their 
possessions, personal documents 
and archives following the bombing 

of Pearl Harbor. 
Academics and 
universities would 
not start collecting 
these historical 
documents for 
at least another 
decade. 

Established in 1977 
as the Japanese 
American History 
Room (History 
Room), it was a project of California 1st 
Bank (formerly Bank of Tokyo), where Mr. 
Oka worked as Vice President. Under the 
sponsorship of the bank and Mr. Oka's 
direction, the History Room started to 
amass an extensive collection of primary 
source material on the Issei generation. 

In 1986, when the Center first opened its 
doors, California 1st Bank donated the 
entire History Room collection to the 
community center. Mr. Oka renamed the 
History Room, the Japanese American 
History Archives (JAHA) and continued 
to act as the Executive Director and 
curator of the archives until his passing. 
Under his leadership, the collection 
continued to grow in both material 
and prestige. The archives became 
recognized as a comprehensive research 

facility for scholars, students, businesses, 
government agencies, and universities 
in both the U.S. and Japan. JAHA's 
primary source material on the Issei 
became a resource for higher education 
institutions, including U.C. Berkeley, 
UCLA and Stanford University. Over the 
years, the archival collection became a 
resource for books, research material, 
educational textbooks, documentaries 
and provided critical information even for 

a major community 
lawsuit.

The Oka Collection 
includes over 10,000 
historical items, 
including personal 
diaries, newspapers, 
journals, 
manuscripts, 
memoirs, one-of-
a-kind books, 
photographs and 

original paintings, making it one of 
the largest and most comprehensive 
community collections of original Issei 
documents in the country. Many of the 
papers illuminate similar experiences of 
political fear, anti-immigration, suspicion, 
mistrust, hostility, civil rights and racist 
laws faced by immigrant and new 
communities today. 

In 2004, Seizo Oka passed away, and 
Japantown lost its most knowledgeable 
and recognized community historian. 
He spent half a century chronicling, 
archiving, preserving and sharing his 
knowledge about the Japanese American 
community and the Issei generation. 
JAHA is his legacy, and the collection of 
historical archives is a lasting treasure for 
our community. 

Perhaps no other person 
dedicated himself more 
to ensuring that the Issei 
generation would not be 
forgotten than Seizo Oka, 
or Mr. Oka, as he was 
known in the community.
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For anyone who has visited the Center recently, you may have noticed a 
constant presence of construction trucks and unfamiliar faces wearing 
hard hats and construction boots walking in and out of the building.  
People have asked where they are going and what they are doing.

We are excited to announce 
that the Center’s most 
recent construction 
project, the Takahashi 

Issei Heritage Center, which started on 
June 24 of this year, is scheduled to be 
completed in the summer of 2026.  

This construction is taking place on 
the site of the former Exhibit Hall and 
Japanese American History Archives 
(JAHA), which is being renovated and 
refreshed to become the new Takahashi 
Issei Heritage Center.  

JAHA is a community archive that has 
been housed at the Center since 1986.  
It was a gift from the then California 
1st Bank (now U.S. Bank), which was 

established and administered by Seizo 
Oka, the founder of the community 
archive.  Because of the fragile nature 
of its contents and the fact that most of 
its materials are in Japanese, JAHA has 
not received adequate public recognition 
and acknowledgement as an important 
community-based archive. 

It is, however, the largest 
community archive in 
existence of pre-World War 
II materials describing the 
early Japanese immigrant 
community in San Francisco.
In late 2019, however, mold was 
discovered on many of the JAHA 

documents, requiring the entire 
collection to be removed from the 
premises and treated for remediation.  
Thankfully, through a generous grant 
from the from The Henri and Tomoye 
Takahashi Charitable Foundation, most 
of the JAHA documents have now been 
treated and are in storage, awaiting their 
return to the renovated venue.  

Simultaneously with the mold 
remediation, JAHA has been working 
with its architect, Irving Gonzales of 
G7A Gonzales Architects, and Plant 
Construction, on the physical renovation 
of the space. The archive will consist of 
its own secure space with an area for 
visitors to view and scan documents 
from the collection.

The renovation will also include the 
adjoining Exhibit Hall, where visitors, 
guests and potential vendors/clients/
groups who wish to use the space for 
their own rental needs will be treated to 

Creating a Home for Our Precious 
History

Soon to be new Takahashi Issei Heritage Center
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a beautifully designed and constructed 
space for further learning, with visual 
displays and a fully equipped area/state 
of the art audio/visual for in-person and 
virtual conferences, seminars and other 
presentation and meeting needs. 

JAHA plans to hold office hours by 
appointment upon its re-opening, but 
has been working on plans to digitize the 
most sensitive and fragile documents 
to make them accessible to a larger 
audience.  

Over the past several years, JAHA 
has been working with an academic 
committee that has selected specific files 
from the archives for translation into 
English and the creation of digital stories 
to highlight their importance to early 
Japanese American history.  

Please refer to the Digital Stories article 
on page 12 for detailed information on 
select aspects of the collection.

Removal of drywall and the renovation that includes waterproofing membrane to protect the new archive space.

Special thanks to the San Francisco Japantown Foundation for their $30,000 grant to support the renovation efforts 
for the Japanese American History Archives (JAHA) expansion project.
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Protecting the Stories That Built Our 
Community
The significance of the Japanese American History Archives (JAHA)

Have you ever wondered what 
life was like in pre-World War II 
Japantown?

Documents are now available about 
the forced removal and incarceration 
of individuals of Japanese descent 
residing in the western states of the 
United States (U.S.) who were forced 
into Detention Centers, Department of 
Justice Camps and U.S. Concentration 
Camps during World War II.  There are 
even oral histories that can be viewed 
on various websites to learn firsthand 
about the severe restrictions placed upon 
Japanese Americans during this nadir 
period of history.

However, documents and 
the voices of those who 
lived in a vibrant, self-
sustaining pre-World War 
II San Francisco Japantown 
are scant, and even if they 
are discovered, much of it is 
written in a different era of 
the Japanese language.                     
There are many reasons for this historical 
absence.

The most obvious is that many Japanese 
families were only given a period of 
days to pack up their belongings and 
take only what they could carry. Per the 
Civilian Exclusion Order No. 41, which 
was posted on poles and bulletin boards 
throughout San Francisco, dated May 5, 
1942, states that “all persons of Japanese 
ancestry, both alien and non-alien, will 
be evacuated from the area by 12 o’clock 
noon, P.W.T., Monday, May 11, 1942.”          

That is six days.    

Families had to make hard choices about 
what to bring.  They had no knowledge 
of where the government was taking 
them or what was going to happen 
to them. For many families, it was an 
extremely emotional decision about how 
to cram all of their life possessions and 
family heirlooms into one small suitcase.  

Within a few short weeks, Japanese 
families went from living life as free 
individuals to one where suspicion and 
vitriolic comments were hurled at them 
daily.  

Some Japanese families feared that 
anything with Japanese writing in their 
possession would be an added reason 
for the hatred they faced. Thus, many 
families decided to personally discard 
some of their most important family 
heirlooms and personal documents.

The government was another cause 
for the loss of valuable documents.  
They used their authority to seize and 
confiscate papers, particularly financial 
records.  They obtained court orders 
to shut down the Japanese banks and 
freeze the accounts of many Japanese 
customers. 

Thus, trying to recover items of a 
period of history that took place close 
to a century ago, and knowing of the 
intention to erase its existence, would 
seem improbable.  

But as mentioned in other articles in this 
issue of the Center’s newsletter, we owe 
deep gratitude and foresight to Seizo 
Oka, the founder and first Executive 
Director of the Center’s Japanese 
American History Archives (JAHA).  Oka 
was a passionate community historian.  

As a person who was fully bilingual 

Document from the Department of Justice, Office of Alien Property, indicating that bank records from both 
the Yokohama Specie Bank and the Sumitomo Bank were seized and burned
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in English and Japanese, Oka knew 
that documents, personal papers, and 
mementos still in the possession of the 
aging Issei population, and Nisei who 
were of age at the time the war started, 
would be valuable for future historians, 
community members and the general 
public to get a first-hand glimpse of this 
vibrant community. 

Through his work as the chief custodian 
of these historical records at the bank 
and through his own personal efforts, 
a one-of-a-kind collection of material 
developed. Items ranging from business 

ledgers and 
personal diaries 
to photos 
taken in front 
of storefronts 
and at official 
photography 
studios began to come in one by one 
from donors who knew that their only 
memories of San Francisco before the 
war would remain in the safekeeping  
of Oka.

Oka carefully documented everything 
that he had received, and created 

Civilian Exclusion Order No. 41

his own catalog and filing system to 
organize the items.  He even built his 
own shelving system and amassed a 
microfiche collection of entire collections 
of several Japanese vernaculars that were 
in business prior to the war.  JAHA is in 

Document from the Yokohama Specie Bank, noting the 
trade of 247 silver bars from San Francisco to Shanghai, 
option Hong Kong

continued on page 10

Yoshiko Matsudaira and 
Yona (Tsuda) Abiko. 
Yona Abiko was an Issei 
activist for women's 
rights, who helped found 
the Japanese YWCA in 
San Francisco and held 
other leadership roles in 
the community (Donated 
by Beth Gibson)

Shishimoto family 
portrait taken  
September 12, 1929 
(Donated by Beth Gibson)
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Protecting the Stories 
continued from page 9

A receipt from a Yokohama Species Bank businessman for a 1929 Banquet payment, a total of $448, equal 
to $8,487 in today’s money

the process of utilizing Oka’s records to 
reorganize the collection in a Finder’s 
Guide that aligns with a more universally 
recognized system.

One of the most valuable items in 
JAHA is the records of the Yokohama 
Specie Bank (YSB), a bank established 
in 1879 by the Japanese government to 
conduct international trade and support 
the financial needs of the Japanese 
government abroad.  These documents 
were returned to Oka’s employer, then 
the California 1st Bank (now U.S. Bank) 
decades later, through Oka’s resolve 
to create a more complete collection 
of historical documents about the 
community.

The San Francisco Branch records of 
YSB have been the primary focus of 
study and analysis with JAHA’s academic 
committee, and several digital stories 
based on actual documents from the YSB 
records have now been created.  [Please 
refer to JAHA’s Digital Stories on pages 
12-13.]   

The digital stories have given English 
readers a rare opportunity to see the 
powerful role that YSB played, not 
only in providing loans and financial 
services to the early Japanese immigrant 
community, but also in its active 
involvement in creating many of the 
social and faith-based institutions that 
still exist today.

YSB’s role in the daily lives 
of early Japanese immigrants 
as they grew and succeeded 
should not be underscored.  

At the time, very few, if 
any, mainstream banking 
institutions would lend 
money to Japanese people. 
Harsh discriminatory 
practices were in place, 
not only with financial 
institutions but also with 
realtors, trade businesses, 
social and legal entities, and 
other institutions, making it 
extremely difficult to receive 
assistance.  

As JAHA continues its path 
to make undiscovered 
documents and reports 
more discoverable, a website 
devoted to its progress will 
be created, highlighting the 
findings and stories it has 
ascertained. This will be in 
addition to offering individuals 
appointed times to review and 
study specific aspects of the 
collection. Newspaper staff of the Shinsekai Asahi Shinbun, 1937 

(Donated By Kay Nomura)
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Center Receives 
Prestigious Mellon 
Foundation Grant
In early October, the Center received notification that it was selected 
for a General Operating Grant from the Mellon Foundation for its 
work on Pre-World War II Life in San Francisco Japantown.

This two-year grant will allow 
the Center to feature the 
holdings of 
the Japanese 

American History 
Archive (JAHA), which 
highlight the history of early Japanese 
immigrants to San Francisco. 

Under the title “What Happened Before 
1942,” the project will enable the Center 
to further recover and interpret a largely 
overlooked chapter of San Francisco’s 
history.   It will provide insight into how 
early Japanese American residents to 
San Francisco built livelihoods, formed 
lasting networks, and laid the foundation 
for future generations—while navigating 
life under exclusionary laws such as 
the Immigration Act of 1924, which 
did not allow Japanese immigrants 

from becoming U.S. Citizens, and the 
California Alien Land Act of 1913, which 

denied Japanese 
immigrants from 
owning land. 

The project will 
provide in-person consultations and the 
ability to view digital images, stories, and 
documents of rarely seen and recently 
rediscovered resources in JAHA.  Many 
of the JAHA documents were created, 
utilized and relied upon by Japanese 
residents of the pre-World War II era.  
It is believed that learning about this 
history will allow us, as a nation, to 
understand and appreciate the deeper 
meaning of how a community and its 
perseverance continued to exist despite 
the legal, social, and political barriers 
placed upon them.

The Mellon grant also allows JAHA 
to dedicate resources to translating 
Japanese-language documents into 
English to promote equitable access 
for users in the United States. Specific 
planned projects include the expansion 
of digital stories that use JAHA’s Japanese 
documents, with translation, analysis, 
and findings published in English.  This 
will allow the public to engage with 
this history in new ways and serve as a 
gateway to deeper archival research.

“We are extremely grateful to the 
Mellon Foundation for recognizing 
that the early Issei history needs 
to be told.  The history of Japanese 
Americans started many decades 
before their incarceration during 
World War II. Still, very few people 
know what our community had 
accomplished and what was sadly 
left behind when they were forcibly 
removed from their homes and 
places of business.  We hope the 
knowledge of this history will 
prevent similar instances from ever 
occurring again,” mentioned Paul 
Osaki, Executive Director, upon receiving 
this significant award.

JAHA volunteer Mieko Kratzer digitizing documents 
from the JAHA collection
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The Japanese American 
History Archives (JAHA) has 
been fortunate to work with 
a dedicated committee of 
academic scholars who have 
visited the Center on their own 
time and initiative to review 
documents in our collection and 
then translate the documents 
into specific themes and topics. 

Their work has culminated 
in several digital stories, now 
available on the Center’s website: 
jaha.jcccnc.org.

Under the guidance and 
supervision of Dr. Kaoru 
(Kay) Ueda, curator at the 
Hoover Institution at Stanford 

University, these digital stories reveal 
an in-depth look at the life of the early 
Japanese immigrant community in San 
Francisco.  

It is the first time an English-speaking 
audience will have the opportunity to see 
how primary documents in the Japanese 
language have been used and translated 
to create an unfiltered account of 
life in pre-World War II San Francisco 
Japantown.

We encourage you to read through the 
digital stories to appreciate the work 
of our JAHA Academic Scholars and 
their quest to better inform the English-
speaking and reading audience about the 
early Japanese immigrant community.

JAHA’s Digital Stories

The collection currently has four digital 
stories available for viewing:

Early History of San Francisco’s 
Japanese Immigrant Community 
by Professor Eiichiro Azuma of the 
University of Pennsylvania takes readers 
through the first wave of Japanese 
immigrants until 1941.  It illustrates 
the Japanese associations formed to 
provide equal access to education and 
opportunities for community members, 
as well as the laws in place at that time 
that posed many challenges to success.

History of the Yokohama Specie Bank 
by Professor Ryosuke Maeda of Hokkaido 
University highlights the origins and 
focus of the Yokohama Specie Bank and 
its relationship with the local Japanese 
community.

These digital stories are available on the Center’s website
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BY FRANK ABE

Dr. Meredith Oda, of the University of Nevada at Reno, speaking at the JAHA Academic Scholars Lecture Series at the Center, August 2025

Dr. Ueda talking with students from Middlebury 
College and International Christian University from 
Japan at the JAHA collection Academic Lecture 
Series, August 2025

Many Issei sent money back to Japan by way of remittance slips.  This is an actual remittance form dated 1938, 
and the English explanation of its contents.

To learn more or access JAHA Digital 
Stories, scan the code

Grandeur of Japanese American Society 
in 1928 San Francisco Bay Area by 
Dr. Kaoru (Kay) Ueda of the Hoover 
Institution, Stanford University and 
Eiko Kawabe Brown provides a glimpse 
into the “Who’s Who” of the Japanese 
Community in the 1920’s in San Francisco 
Japantown and a brief profile of the 
members attending a banquet to honor 

a visiting banker from the Yokohama 
Specie Bank in Japan to San Francisco.

Japanese Language Schools in the 
Pre-war Period: A focus on Kinmon 
Gakuen by Professor Toyotomi 
Morimoto of Waseda University explains 
the seminal role Japanese language 
schools played in communities in 
educating Nisei-born children and the 

curriculum used to provide quality 
education.
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JAHA Community Collections Drive
The Japanese American History Archives (JAHA) welcomes you to join 
us to expand our knowledge of our community’s history!

Many precious documents, records and family heirlooms that 
existed in our community prior to World War II were sadly 
destroyed or lost during the time of incarceration, and our 
community’s forced absence from San Francisco. 

Many of those items can never be replaced, but we can still tell the 
story of our community's life with what does exist.  

And you can help us along this journey. Please inform friends, family, 
acquaintances, neighbors, and others who may have family photos, 
artifacts or documents about our effort to create a collection of 
Japanese American family histories and to expand our understanding 
of community history.

We are interested in learning about ANYTHING that you or your 
family members may have that reflects a glimmer of life of the 
early Japanese immigrant community of San Francisco before the 
incarceration and forced removal from the City.

Everything is important. Nothing is too small to consider.  

We would be very happy to meet with you and learn more. Please 
contact us at: jaha@jcccnc.org.

Here are a few examples of what community members have shared 
with us.

This is a handmade paper omamori (charm) created 
for members of the Koya San Temple incarcerated at 
the Poston Concentration Camp, donated by Diane 
Matsuda

This is an actual family registry (Koseki), donated by John M. and Vickie Yumoto

Wedding Photo of Mr. and Mrs. Ochiai, from 1916 in 
San Francisco, donated by Beth Gibson

Anyone can bring (pre-WWII) items 
to JAHA for digital preservation.

Anytime! Please call (415) 567-5505.
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A Window into Issei Ingenuity:  
The Okamura Farm Land Company
A family's discovery uncovers the enduring spirit of enterprise and perseverance

This photo of a ledger 
entry was donated to 
JAHA by Lori Matoba, the 
great-granddaughter of 

Suyeichi Okamura. Lori received 
this document from her second 
cousin, Ricky Okamura, one of the 
successive owners of Benkyodo, a 
Japanese confectionery business 
established in 1906 in San 
Francisco by the Okamura Family.  
In addition to owning Benkyodo, 
the Okamura family operated 
a farm in the Central Valley. 
Although the family is not fully 
aware of or has not researched 
this, the discovery of this ledger 
and stock certificates (pictured 
below) leads us to believe 
that Suyeichi established the 
Okamura Farm Land Company 
and distributed shares in the 
property to his U.S.-born 
children. This is because the 
Alien Land Law in effect at that 
time did not allow Japanese 

immigrants to own land.

The ledger lists Kimiye Okamura, 
daughter of Suyeichi and grandmother 
of Lori. Kimiye is pictured above on 
her wedding day with her husband, 
Sam Masami Ono, in 1938.  “My great-

grandfather was a 
great visionary and 
businessman,” explains 
Lori. At a time when 
Japanese American Issei 
farmers faced immense 
legal and social barriers 
to land ownership, the 
Okamura Farm Land 
Company stands as an 
example of the many 
families who went 
through hardships 
to preserve their 
livelihoods.

Okamura Farm Land Company Ledger

Stock Certificate of the Okamura Farm Land Company, 1920
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On Saturday, September 20, we 
welcomed 300 guests to the Nisei 
Community Hall for our annual 
fundraiser, Tabemasho: A Taste 
of Tradition. Inspired by the spirit 
of a traditional matsuri (festival), 
this year’s event was a vibrant 
evening of food, culture, and 
community celebration.

In keeping with the theme, A Taste of 
Tradition, twelve Bay Area restaurants 
and five community chefs showcased 
a mix of traditional dishes and creative 

twists on familiar flavors. Guests also 
enjoyed handcrafted wines from Mikami 
Vineyards, as well as beer, tea, and select 
sake from our drink sponsors: Sapporo, 
Ito En, and True Sake.

Highlights included our Annual 
Sweepstakes Drawing (learn more on the 
next page), and our auction room and 

Celebrating a Taste of Tradition at 
Tabemasho

Ph
ot
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Center Pantry were also popular stops, 
where guests bid on unique items and 
picked up crowd pleasers like Bachan’s 
sauce, Cane Haul Road dish towels, and 
Ikeda’s favorites, including fresh-baked 
pies, with proceeds supporting the 
Center’s programs. Baby Star Ramen also 
provided complimentary snacks.

Thank you to the chefs, restaurants, 
sponsors, donors, volunteers, and guests 
who made Tabemasho 2025 a memorable 
and meaningful celebration. Your support 
helps us continue sharing and preserving 
our cultural traditions.

Our Friends at Sokoji Temple making Takoyaki
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Community Gold Sponsors
Sherman and Dori Chan

Hawaii Chamber of  
Commerce of NC

Hirano-Kuroki Family
Ken and Yoshiko Ho
Mikiko Huang and  

Marshall Stoller
Japanese Benevolent  

Society of CA
Japanese Chamber of  

Commerce of NC

Japanese Community  
Youth Council

Japantown Task Force
Kimura Family

Kristi Yamaguchi's Always Dream
Noguchi | Minami | Osaki | Takasuka

Okada and Kotake Families
Okamoto Family

Okabe and Kawashiri Family
Van Okamura and  
Glynis Nakahara

Robert and Alicia Sakai
San Francisco Associates

Teresa Serata and Sherilyn Chew
Shinzen Families
Yamada Family

Community Silver Sponsors
Christ United Presbyterian Church

Marilyn Oshiro
San Francisco JACL
Dr. Himeo Tsumori

Yamauchi-Fagler Family
Suzanne Yamada

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Restaurant Sponsors  

Aloha Fresh, b. patisserie,  
CSK Kitchen, Itani Sushi, La Mar, 
Matsuyama Shabu House, Pa’ina, 
Ramen Yamadaya, Seoul Garden,  

Sokoji Temple, Suruki Super Market,  
Trifecta Cooks

Community Chefs 
Mark Gyotoku, Alan Hirahara,  

Jeff “Stony” Wun, Dean Ito Taylor,  
Kai Tazawa

Drink Sponsors 
Mikami Vineyards, Ito En,  

Sapporo,True Sake

Auction Supporters 
3 Pillars, Berkeley Bowl, Cha-Ya, Hotel 

Enso, Japanese Pantry, Old River 
Design Co., Rich Lee Draws!!,  

Suruki Supermarket, Takahashi Market, 
Trex Corp Inc., Yasukochi’s Sweet Stop 

and many more!

Presenting Sponsors

Benefactor Sponsors

Patron Sponsors

Toru Takahashi, Vice President, Western Region of 
Japan Airlines pulling the winning ticket (photo by 
Will Lee)

And the Winner is… 
Highlighting Our 
Sweepstakes Success!
The Center’s annual Sweepstakes 
Drawing was an exciting part of 
Tabemasho 2025, featuring three 
grand prizes: 375,000 Japan Airlines 
miles generously donated by Japan 
Airlines, $1,000 in cash, and a $500 
Apple gift card.

Congratulations to this  
year’s prize winners:  

Grand Prize A: Nancy Nakai  
Prize B: Joyce Wong  

Prize C: Meredith Lee.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to 
Japan Airlines for their generous 
donation and to Pyramid Printing 
and Graphics for sponsoring the 
printing of the sweepstakes tickets. 
Their continued partnerships are 
key to making our sweepstakes a 
success year after year.

Thank you to everyone who 
participated and helped make the 
drawing a highlight of the evening!
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 Traveling and Dinking Around Japan
In late September, the Center introduced a new style of touring and 
exploring Japan by incorporating a few pickleball sessions alongside 
many other cultural and culinary activities.

Participating Center Members 
traveled to various prefectures 
in Japan to meet and develop 
friendships with individuals with 

a similar interest in playing pickleball. 
The first two pickleball sessions 
were held in Tsuyama City, Okayama 
Prefecture. Here, our Center Members 
were greeted by players of varying ages, 
ranging from college students to dinking 
enthusiasts in their late 70s. Once the 
sessions began, there was no longer a 
fear of language barriers or unfamiliarity. 

Fast friendships developed on and off 
the court with many exchanges of email 
addresses and photos.

But Tsuyama offers much more than 
a nice gymnasium for sports activity. 
Tsuyama is a former castle town with 
the castle ruins still visible for viewing 
and exploration.  In addition, Tsuyama 
is the creator of a fabric called Sakushu 
Kasuri. This type of material is created 
when threads are dyed in a pattern 
before being woven to create a design. It 
is a difficult, intricate process that takes 

days to produce one bolt of material for 
a kimono.  

Tour participants learned of this 
complexity and skill firsthand by making 
their own Sakushu Kasuri coasters.  
Although the coaster averages only 3x3 
inches in diameter, each participant 
needed the direct assistance of the 
friendly tutors to accomplish their 
product.  Some members were even 
treated to a lesson on the large weaving 
loom to learn how you must coordinate 
your feet to depress and press the loom 
to achieve your desired pattern.

The next stop on the tour was 
Yamaguchi City, Yamaguchi Prefecture.  
Here, another friendly pickleball session 

Center Members at Pickleball Friendship Session in Tsuyama City, Okayama Prefecture
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Udon Making at the Nakano Udon School, Takamatsu City, Kagawa Prefecture

was sponsored at a local community 
center.  After the session, the hosts 
sponsored a tea-and-snack get-together, 
during which time questions were asked 
of each Center participant to better 
understand their interests and life in the 
United States.

However, one cannot leave Yamaguchi 
without experiencing the delicacy of 
fugu (blowfish) and learning more about 
its traditional craft, ouchi lacquerware.  
Thus, before departing Honshu, a visit to 
the city’s craft center allowed everyone 
to make their own pair of Ouchi 
lacquer chopsticks for personal use and 
enjoyment.

Next, a brief ferry ride to Matsuyama 
City in Ehime Prefecture allowed 
everyone to explore Shikoku’s largest 
city and spend one full day riding e-bikes 
through the islands of the Seto Inland 
Sea.  

The tour concluded with a stop in 
Kagawa, another prefecture on Shikoku 
Island. Home to the infamous Sanuki 
Udon, participants were able to utilize 
their culinary skills to make their own 
batch of noodles for lunch before a 
visit to the island of Shodoshima on 
the following day to learn about the 

Sakushu Kasuri experience in Tsuyama, Okayama Prefecture

island’s production of olive oil — a 
favorite of many Michelin chefs in Japan, 
and also tour various art installments 
featured for the Setouchi Triennale — an 
international art festival that takes place 
once every three years in the Seto Inland 
Sea Region.

Center Players offering tips to their friends in Yamaguchi

Many thanks to the participating Center 
Members for sharing your friendly and 
positive attitude with our new friends in 
Japan. 
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Halloween Fun at the 
Center!

On the evening of October 24, over 400 spooky, fun and 
uniquely costumed characters attended the Center’s annual 
Halloween Carnival.  Genryu Arts kicked off the evening 
with a Taiko performance, and the children of San Francisco 

Taiko played their little hearts out, dressed in their festive Halloween 
attire. After some bouncing, craft making and playing Halloween-themed 
games, the Costume Parade circled the Center hallways as the children 
visited the various offices for tricks or treats!  The last performance was 
by the Center’s Ito Yosakoi Dance Group. They performed in their fun 
costumes and energized the crowd. 

Prizes were awarded to the Costume Contest Winners: Criswell for 
the Best Overall Costume, Jayden (Scariest), Isamu (Most Creative), 
and the Most Spirited Family was Jacky and Jaelyn.

The San Francisco Associates provided cookie decorating; Oyatsu 
Company was handing out samples of Baby Star Ramen Snacks; and the 
Japanese Community Youth Council’s Japantown Youth Leaders (JYL) 
provided games, a craft, and worked at the bounce house.  JYL also sold 
hot dogs, snacks and water so nobody would go hungry!  Chibi Chan 
Preschool provided a craft table to make Trick-or-Treat bags so everyone 
had one during the Costume Parade. Japantown Dental provided the 
prizes for our costume winners.

The Nisei Community Hall was filled with superheroes, Disney 
characters, and many others, and it was a fun and safe evening for all. 

Costume Contest Winners from L to R: Isamu (Ikura Sushi), Criswell, Jayden, Jacky and Jaelyn

SF Taiko Performers with Ryan Kimura, JCYC Program Director and 
Center Board Member (back right)

Families with their Lil’ Chicks



THE CENTER NEWS  センター　ニュース

Fall 2025 21	

SUMI-E BRUSH PAINTING SERIES 

This year, we launched our Sumi-e brush painting series 
with master artist Fumiyo Yoshikawa, who guided 
participants through each season, showcasing the 
traditional themes of the “Four Gentlemen.” At each 
workshop, students not only learned foundational 
techniques and skills but also built on them in subsequent 
workshops. Most recently, the students painted 
chrysanthemums to represent the autumn season. The 
final session of the series will take place next January, 
focusing on plum—the last of the Four Gentlemen.

ONIGIRI AND DASHI WORKSHOP

The Center recently hosted Chef Aiko from Himeji, Japan, 
for a sold-out Onigiri and Dashi workshop in celebration 
of Chōyō no Sekku, one of Japan’s five seasonal festivals. 

The highlight of the workshop was learning to make 
kuri gohan (chestnut rice)—a delicacy celebrating the 
autumn harvest that symbolizes prosperity. Participants 
also prepared miso soup with authentic dashi, along with 
fresh, grilled, salted salmon for their onigiri (rice balls), 
while learning the stories behind this seasonal tradition. 
Keep an eye out for Chef Aiko’s next workshop in 2026!

Chōyō no Sekku is traditionally celebrated on September 
9th and is a day to pray for longevity and good health. 
During these celebrations, chrysanthemums are used for 
decorations or incorporated into food to represent purity 
and rejuvenation. 

BLOCK PRINTING WORKSHOP

Check out what our community made at our block 
printing workshop led by Lance Nihei Van Cleve! 
Participants had the unique opportunity to learn the 
process from start to finish and bring their ideas to life on 
paper! If you’d like to try this out, send us a note.

ICYMI: Our Workshops Were a Hit

Students display their finished artwork
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SHIMENAWA WORKSHOP
Saturday, December 6
2-3 p.m.
$25 M | $30 NM

Make your own shimenawa — a 
traditional circular rice straw rope that 
is often displayed on cars and in front 
of houses on New Year’s Day in Japan 
to ward off evil spirits and welcome in 
the New Year! Registration includes a 
complete supply kit to design your own 
unique shimenawa to take home and 
celebrate the New Year. Space is limited.

COMMUNITY KITCHEN: 
SUKIYAKI
Sunday, December 7
3-7 p.m.
$30 M | $35 NM

Join us for our next Community Kitchen 
night and enjoy a warm sukiyaki dinner! 
Volunteers organize Community Kitchen 
to bring members of our community 

Upcoming Programs and Events
together to learn how to cook Japanese 
and Japanese American family recipes, 
prepare ingredients, cook and share a 
multi-generational communal dinner. 
Community Kitchen is open to all 
who want to enjoy and share Japanese 
home-style cooking while connecting 
with the community. Register by Friday, 
December 5.

TABLET/LAPTOP SLEEVE SEWING 
WORKSHOP
Monday, December 8 
6-9 p.m.
Prices TBD

Got a laptop or tablet and want to 
protect it? Join us to sew your own 
perfect sleeve to hold it when not in 
use! Choose from a variety of designs 
to store your important technology in 
style! All materials and equipment will 
be provided; basic/proficient sewing 
experience required.

MOCHITSUKI WORKSHOPS
Saturday, December 20
11 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 30 min. timeslots
$20 M | $25 NM
Free for Children under 5 (with paid 
adult)
Registration required, workshops will 
sell out!

While eaten year-round, mochi is a very 
important part of traditional Oshogatsu 
(Japanese New Year) celebrations! 

Come to the Center’s annual mochitsuki 
workshop to learn how mochi is made, 
make your own and come away with 
delicious fresh mochi for your enjoyment 
and seasonal festivities*! This is also a 
great cultural activity for groups and 
families! *If saving this for the New Year, 
please freeze in an airtight container. 

What is Mochitsuki? 

It is the Japanese New Year's 
tradition to pound glutinous 
(sweet) rice into mochi, or 
rice cakes. Although the 

Center’s kine (wooden mallet) 
is automated, mochitsuki is 

traditionally a communal activity 
in which sticky rice is pounded 

with a kine as the hot rice is 
folded/mixed in a large stone 

usu (mortar). Mochi is believed 
to bring good luck, peace, and 
prosperity for the year ahead.
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Ongoing Classes at The Center
Greetings from the Center’s Programs Department! Please check out the list below that feature all the fun 
and enriching cultural and recreational classes that we offer. The first class session is free for any first-time 
participant (materials costs for select classes still apply). We encourage you to try something new! For more 
information or to register for a class, please visit our website www.jcccnc.org or call (415) 567-5505. 

ARTS AND CULTURE

BEYOND BASIC ART CLASS HYBRID
This weekly art class is designed for both 
intermediate and advanced students to 
explore new media, subject matter and 
ways of thinking.    
Instructor: Richard Tokeshi
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-noon
Cost: $30 M/$40 NM Monthly
          $11 M/$14 NM Drop-in 

IKEBANA 
Reflect on the simplistic beauty of 
nature and create a harmony of linear 
construction, rhythm and color through 
the traditional Japanese art of Ikebana 
(floral arrangement). This class is geared 
for those that have taken Ikebana for a 
minimum of four years.   
Instructor: Chizuko Nakamura
Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m.
Cost: $120 M/$140 NM/Monthly
          $35 M/$45 NM/Drop-In

IKEBANA — BEGINNERS 

Learn the fundamentals of Ikebana, the 
Japanese art of flower arrangement, 
in our beginners class.  First time 
participants, please call (415) 567-5505.
Instructor: Chizuko Nakamura
2nd and 4th Thursdays, 6-8 p.m.
Cost: $35 M/$45 NM/Drop-In       

WASHI NINGYO
Engage in the art of Japanese paper doll 
making and create your own (traditional) 
Japanese washi paper dolls. In this class 
made for all skill levels, participants will 
learn the basics and perfect their skills in 
doll making. First-time participants must 
register by phone one week before the 
first Saturday of the month. Class fees 
include all materials. For ages 18+.
Instructors: Yurie Nakamura and 
Rochelle Lum
2nd Saturday each month 
Session A: 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Session B: 1-4 p.m. (HYBRID)
Cost: $30 M/$40 NM/Ongoing Class 
Participants

WATERCOLOR
Learn the basics and joy of watercolor 
painting. Bring your art to life with the 
help of instructor Suekichi Terakado 
in this fun and relaxing class that is 
available to all artists regardless of skill 
level.

Instructor: Suekichi Terakado
Mondays, 10 a.m.-noon
Cost: $40 M/$48 NM/Monthly
          $11 M/$14 NM/Drop-In

DANCE

LINE DANCING
Practice your smooth moves to R&B and 
pop music while keeping in shape and 
making new friends. This fun, low-impact 
class is open to all. No dance experience 
required.
Instructor: Darlene Masamori
Fridays, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
Cost: $7 M/$10 NM/Drop-In

YOSAKOI DANCING WITH ITO 
YOSAKOI DANCE GROUP (HYBRID)
Join the Ito Yosakoi Dance Group's 
weekly classes to learn the lively, 
energetic dance style of Yosakoi 
dancing! Yosakoi dancing features 
choreographed group dances with 
traditional movements mixed with 
modern, up-tempo music to make for a 
captivating dance style that is growing in 
popularity in Japan! No dance experience 
is necessary.
Fridays, 7-9 p.m.
Cost: $25 M/$30 NM/Monthly
          $8 M/$9 NM/Drop-In

MARTIAL ARTS AND FITNESS 

KARATE
Karate is an Okinawan martial art 
meaning "empty hand." Develop self-
defense skills and strengthen yourself 
mentally and physically. This class is open 
to all skill levels age 6+.

continued on page 26
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Instructor: Craig Hamakawa
Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:30-8 p.m.
Cost: $30 M/$48 NM/Monthly
          $9 M/$14 NM/Drop-In

KENDO WITH SAN FRANCISCO 
KENDO DOJO
Learn the modern Japanese martial art 
of Kendo.  Kendo is an activity that 
combines martial arts practices and 
values with strenuous sport-like physical 
activity. To learn more and to register, 
please contact them at info@sfkendo.
org.
Instructor: San Francisco Kendo Dojo
Thursdays, 7-9:30 p.m. 

SENIOR CHAIR AEROBICS 
(VIRTUAL)
Designed for seniors who want to 
build basic physical strength in a low-
impact class. Students will use a chair 
to participate in exercises to increase 
flexibility, muscle coordination and 
strength. 
Instructor: Kaeko Inori
Thursdays, 10-10:45 a.m.
Cost: $4 M | $5 NM | Drop-In

MUSIC

CHORALE MAY
Be part of a male chorus group and sing a 
variety of songs, mainly in Japanese with 
some English.
Instructor: Ruriko Miura-Raffa
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m.
Cost: $25 M/$31 NM/Monthly
          $15 M/$18 NM/Drop-In

ENSEMBLE SHIKI
Join our Japanese chorus group, open to 
all, that sing primarily Japanese songs, 
but also some in English.
Instructor: Ruriko Miura-Raffa
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 2:30-4:30 p.m.
Cost: $25 M/$31 NM/Monthly
          $15 M/$18 NM/Drop-In

UKULELE—ADVANCED (HYBRID)
This class is for experienced Ukulele 
players that focuses primarily on 
Hawaiian song traditions, chords and 
rhythmic strumming techniques.
Instructor: Don Sadler
Thursdays, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Cost: $50 M/$70 NM/Monthly
          $17 M/$22 NM/Drop-In

UKULELE—INTERMEDIATE 
(VIRTUAL)
Designed for ukulele players who have 
prior experience. This class will focus on 
learning and reviewing chords, songs, and 
strumming patterns. (New students with 
no prior experience should participate in 
the Ukulele 101 workshop. 
Instructor: Don Sadler
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Cost: $50 M/$70 NM/Monthly
           $17 M/$22 NM/Drop-In

SOCIAL

BAMBI TODDLER PLAYGROUP
Grow your social network for you and 
your young one through a morning 
of play with other Japanese speaking 
families.  
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.-noon
Cost: Free 

BRIDGE
Keep your mind sharp while playing 
bridge in a fun, social environment.
Fridays, noon-4 p.m.
Cost: $2 M/$3 NM/Drop-In

HANA FUDA
Keep your mind sharp while playing Hana 
Fuda, a traditional Japanese card game 
meaning “flower cards,” while socializing 
with friends.  
Wednesdays, noon-3:30 p.m.
Cost: $2 M/$3 NM/Drop-In

MONTHLY KABUKI FILMS
Attend our free monthly screenings of 
recorded kabuki stage performances and 
other forms of Japanese theater. Kabuki 
is a classical Japanese dance-drama 
theater form known for the stylization 
of its drama, live music, sound effects, 
and the elaborate make-up worn by the 
performers.    
Coordinator: Mark Frey Sponsored 
by the Japan Exchange and Teaching 
Program Alumni Association of 
Northern California (JETAANC) Kabuki 
Club
3rd Thursdays of each month,  
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Cost: Free. Donations encouraged! 

MAH JONGG
Engage in social activity and develop 
creative strategy skills by playing this 
popular Chinese tile game. Please 
contact the front office if you’re 
interested in learning.
Coordinators: Yone Higashigawa,  
Rhae Aoki and Rita Robinson
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.- 
3:30 p.m.
Cost: $3 M/$4 NM/Drop-In

Classes continued from page 23

M = Members | NM = Non-Members
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40 AND OVER BASKETBALL
Our Wednesday Night (draft) League 
is geared towards mature players who 
still enjoy friendly competition. See our 
website for league information.
Wednesdays, 6-10 p.m. 
Cost: $120 M/$145 NM/per season  
(12 weeks)

60+ OPEN GYM
Get some exercise while practicing your 
shooting, dribbling and trick shots or 
invite friends for full/half court play. 
Fridays, 9-11 a.m.
Cost: Free (must be a current Center 
member)

PICKLEBALL OPEN GYM
Join us on one of our three indoor courts, 
play a pickup game with friends, or work 
on your skills with other community 
members. Get active while meeting new 
friends and seeing familiar faces from the 
community.
Mondays noon-3 p.m., 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-noon
Thursdays noon-3 p.m.
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-noon
Cost: $5 M/$10 NMJAPANTOWN P

SHOGI
Shogi, known as Japanese Chess or 
the Game of Generals, is a two-player 
strategy board game. Beginners, 
including children, are welcomed to join!   
Coordinators: SF Shogi Club
1st Sunday of each month, 1-5 p.m.
Cost: $5 per person

SPORTS

COMMUNITY VOLLEYBALL
Community nonprofit/service/interest 
organizations can create a team join our 
weekly league filled with fun, food and 
friends! Team members must be board 
members, staff, or volunteers within 
your organization. Contact the Programs 
Department at programsevents@jcccnc.
org if you are interested in forming a 
team.
Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m.
Cost: $42 M/$47 NM/ per season  
(12 weeks)

30 AND OVER BASKETBALL
Sign up for the Center’s Monday Night 
(draft) Basketball League. Participate in 
games that are competitive, but friendly! 
See our website for league information.
Mondays, 6-10 p.m. 
Cost: $135 M/$160 NM/per season  
(12 weeks)

CENTER CLUBS
Center Clubs were 

designed to allow you to 
participate as frequently 
as you wish without the 
hassle of bringing dollar 

bills when you come, 
while adding special perks 

and benefits.

JAPANTOWN  
PICKLEBALL CLUB

Center members enjoy these 
member-only hours, in addition 

to the time listed under 
Pickleball — Open Gym.

Wednesdays
12-3 p.m.

Thursdays
10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Cost: $30 M per month

MAH JONGG CLUB
Join us every Tuesday and 

Thursday — see Mah Jongg day 
and times under Social classes.

Cost: $22.50 M | $30.40 NM  
per month

LINE DANCING CLUB
Come every Friday for Line 

Dancing and get your groove 
on — see times under Dance.

Cost: $26.60 M | $38 NM  
per month
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Community Donations

PLATINUM — $5,000+
Dr. James and Mrs. Cynthia Hayashi
PG&E – Employee Fundraising Match 
Anonymous

GOLD — $1,000-$4,999
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Francesca Chinen
Cooley LLP
Mrs. Fumi Fukuda
Mr. Paul Gamba (gift in-kind)
Mr. Wayne and Mrs. Christine Hiroshima
IMPLUSE Universe 
Dr. Craig Lum
Ms. Hillary Nakano and  

Mr. Stuart Gwynn 
The Ochi Family
Ms. Marilyn C. Oshiro
Ms. Jane Oshita
PG&E — Employee Donation Match 
Ms. Susan Sakuma and Mr. Wilfred Lim
S.H. Cowell Foundation (Mikiko Huang)
Starbucks Foundation – Neighborhood 

Grant 
Mr. Eric Akira Tate
Ms. Denise Teraoka
Anonymous

SILVER — $500-$999
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Janet Kashiwada
Mrs. Sadako Kashiwagi
Mr. John Kawamura
Mr. Gary Loy (Car Donation through 

CarEasy.com)

Ms. Janet Morimoto
Mr. Paul Osaki
Proposition Chicken
Mr. Paul Sakai and Ms. Carol Edmiston
Wells Fargo – Employee Match 
Ms. Joyce S. Wong (gift in-kind)
Ms. Michiko Yamada (gift in-kind)
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Susan Yoshioka

EMERALD — $250-499
Mr. Hiroshi and Mrs. Janice Fukuda
Mr. Craig and Mrs. Lyn Hamakawa
Ms. Mikiko Huang and  

Mr. Marshall Stoller
Mr. Masahiko and Mrs. Kazuye Ikuma
Mr. David Kim
Mr. Andrew Leong
Mrs. Veronica Morino
Mr. Kazuo and Mrs. Rosalyn Nanya
Mr. Allen and Mrs. Patricia Okamoto
Mr. Al Suen and  

Ms. Caroline Satoda-Suen
Mrs. Sharon Suzuki
Mr. Wayne and Mrs. Anna Yamaguchi

RUBY — $100-$249
Mr. Stéphane and  

Ms. Sachiko Altaba Yamamura
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Akiko Arikawa
Mr. Kevin Chin
Ms. Kendra Daijogo
Ms. Gail H. Gee
Mrs. Lynn Higa and Family
Mr. Daryl Higashi and Ms. Linda Ueda
Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. Yoshiko Ho
Mr. Roy Ikeda
Dr. David Kawano and Ms. Dianne Tong
Mr. Russell and Mrs. Harumi Kishida
Mr. Alan and Mrs. Sylvia Kitashima
Ms. Kathy Kojimoto

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to our donors for their support. Donations are critical to 
the Center's ability to offer classes, workshops, and programs, as well as to our facility and its use by the 
community. Donors like you help us continue to touch and change the lives of generations of Japanese 
Americans and the larger community, ensuring that the Center remains a second home for all who walk 
through our doors. Community Donations received from July 1 to October 31, 2025 are listed below.

Mr. Aki and Mrs. Michiko Kuramoto
Mr. Craig Lee
Mr. Jim and Mrs. Darlene Masamori
Ms. Lori Matoba and Mr. Jeff Wun
Mrs. June Matsueda
Mr. Gerard and Mrs. Rosie McCormick
Mr. Wayne and Mrs. Patricia Mizuiri
Andy, Dash and Pax Nakahata and  

Alison Fong
Mrs. Alice Nakahata* and  

Nakahata Family
Mr. Gene Nakamura
Ms. Lindsay Nakano 
Ms. Julie Nishihara
Mr. Dii Lewis and Ms. Joyce H. Oishi
Ms. Teresa Ono
Ms. Dana Oshiro
Dr. Jerry and Mrs. Eleanor Osumi
Mr. Brian Shimomura
Mr. Mr. Roy and Mrs. Yuko Suruki
Ms. Jill Tokuda
The Uyeshima and Whitaker  

Charitable Fund
Ms. Patricia K. Wada
Ms. Patricia K. Wada and 
Mr. Grant Tomioka
Ms. Diane Y. Wong and Mr. Nelson Dong
Mrs. Irene M. Wu
Mr. Garrett Wun

DONORS — $1-99
Bambi Play Group
Ms. Lisa C. Eng-Beeman
Ms. Sherilyn Chew and 

Mr. Peti Arunamata 
Ms. Elayne Hada-Souza and  

Mr. Thomas J. Souza
Mrs. Setsuko Handa

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
FUND

$20,000
Pure Dana Fund

continued on page 28
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TAKAKO "BUBS" HUANG
Ms. Mikiko Huang and  

Mr. Marshall Stoller, $450

SADAME AND MITS KOJIMOTO
Ms. Kathy Kojimoto, $100

JOHN AND PAULINE LUM
Dr. Craig Lum, $3,800

SANDI MATOBA
Mr. Thomas and  

Mrs. Akiko Arikawa, $150

NOBUO “NOB” MIHARA
Mr. Allen and  

Mrs. Patricia Okamoto, $100

SHIZUKO MIHARA
Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. Yoshiko Ho, $100
Mr. Allen and  

Mrs. Patricia Okamoto, $100
Mr. Paul Osaki, $50

FRANK MORINO
Mrs. Veronica Morino, $300

MICKIE OCHI
Mr. Stéphane and  

Ms. Sachiko Altaba Yamamura, $150

In Memory of

Community Tribute Gifts
We wish to express our deepest appreciation to those who remember the Center when making unsolicited 
donations in memory of or in celebration of loved ones. These gifts remind us how important the Center 
is to so many in the community who appreciate the work that we do. We thank you for thinking of us and 
allowing us to help remember or honor the special people in your life. Gifts received from July 1 to October 
31, 2025, are listed below.

ED AND TOMI OSHIRO
Ms. Marilyn C. Oshiro, $1,000

SHOGO SAISU
Cooley LLP, $1,000

MARK AND MARJORIE SATO
Mr. Hiroshi and Mrs. Janice Fukuda, $250

MR. AND MRS. YEE QUAN SUE
Mr. Henry Sue, $50

GARY SUMI
Mr. Alan and Mrs. Sylvia Kitashima, $100

Mr. Allen and Mrs. Patricia Okamoto, $100
Mr. Gary and Mrs. Sharon Kato, $50
Mr. Paul Osaki, $50 
Mrs. Elenor Shimosaka, $50

FUMIKO TATE
Mr. Eric Akira Tate, $1,000

WILL R. TSUKAMOTO
Andy, Dash and Pax Nakahata and  

Alison Fong, $100
Mrs. Alice Nakahata* and  

the Nakahata Family, $100

MINORU YAMADA
Ms. Patricia K. Wada, $100
Ms. Lori Matoba and Mr. Jeff Wun, $50

JIM S. YAMAGUCHI
Mr. Allen and Mrs. Patricia Okamoto, $100
Dr. Jerry and Mrs. Eleanor Osumi, $100
Ms. Teresa Ono, $50

Mr. Paul Osaki, $50

Ms. Lori Matoba and Mr. Jeff Wun, $30

continued on page 28
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In Honor of

DR. HIMEO TSUMORI’S 100TH 
BIRTHDAY
Ms. Lori Matoba and Mr. Jeff Wun, $100
Ms. Patricia K. Wada and  

Mr. Grant Tomioka, $100

JENNIFER HAMAMOTO
Ms. Susan Sakuma and  

Mr. Wilfred Lim, $500

LORI MATOBA
Ms. Susan Sakuma and  

Mr. Wilfred Lim, $500

PAUL OSAKI
Ms. Diane Y. Wong and  

Mr. Nelson Dong, $100

TERESA ONO
Ms. Susan Sakuma and  

Mr. Wilfred Lim, $500

YASUNARI “GEORGE” YAMADA
Mr. Kevin Chin, $100

Dr. Ronald and Mrs. Cynthia Hiura
Ms. Karen A. Jiobu
Mr. Gary and Mrs. Sharon Kato
Ms. Nan Kitaura 
Ms. Yoshiko Kitawaki
Ms. Marialuisa  Laughlin
Ms. Allison MacMillan
Mr. Cole Roberts 
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Momoe Sasaki
Mrs. Elenor Shimosaka
Mr. Henry Sue
Mr. Shiro Tanaka 
Ms. Lucille Tashiro
Mr. Peter Tusa and Ms. Eiko Mouri 
Ms. Patricia Wada 
Mr. Shengli Zhou
Anonymous

Community Tributes 
continued from page 27

Community Donors 
continued from page 26

DONORS — $1-99 continued
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Nagata Kodomo Home: 
Gifts from Alumni
We extend our appreciation to the 
Shinzen, Cultural Heritage and Takahashi 
Program alumni whose generosity 
made direct gifts to support the Nagata 
Kodomo Home (orphanage) in Kobe, 
Japan.  

Donors listed below by Shinzen year of 
participation (or as noted)

Hillary Nakano and Nicole Kikuchi, Nikkei Youth 
Cultural Heritage Program, 2009

Thirty Years of Friendship and Hope

Continuing Bonds with  
the Nagata Kodomo Home

As we marked the 30th anniversary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji 
Earthquake that devastated Kobe in 1995, the Center reflected on 
the enduring connections that grew from that tragedy. One of those 
special ties is with the Nagata Kodomo Home, an orphanage in Kobe, 
Japan.

2019 Shinzen Team in the courtyard of the Nagata Kodomo Home

For more than 25 years, visits to 
the Nagata Kodomo Home have 
been among the most memorable 
experiences for participants of the 

Shinzen Nikkei Youth Goodwill Program, 
the Nikkei Youth Cultural Heritage 
Program (2007–2014), and the Takahashi 
Youth Ambassador Fellowship Program. 
Inspired by those experiences, alumni 
have continued to give back.

During the Shinzen Program Tour to 
Japan this summer, 13 team members 
brought joy and laughter to the home—
making crafts, performing a dance, 
sharing lunch, and building friendships. 
Alumni donations totaling more than 
$3,000 provided t-shirts, snacks, gifts, 
and support for future outings and 
current needs, making the visit a 

Ryan Shimomura, Shinzen 2023,with Nagata Home 
youth who had photo and shared memories with his 
sister Reina in 2019

meaningful and memorable experience 
for the youth at the Nagata Kodomo 
Home.

1997: Scott Uyeda  

1999: Chris Hiura, Jessica Kawamura, 
Danielle Mizuiri (coach 2019),  
Lynne Nakamura, Nicholas Wong 

2001: Jon Burroughs (coach 2019) 

2003: Alex Gong, Lora Honda,  
Cary Kato, Lisa Mizuiri, Tony Nakamoto,  
Hillary Nakano (Cultural Heritage, 
2008–09), Jeff Uyeda 

2005: Katie Gong, Jill Hiura,  
Kerry Inokuchi, Jeana Shindo,  
Jared Wong 

2007: Keith Inokuchi, Thomas Tomioka

2009: Aiden Fujimoto, Amanda Joo, Maya 
Ogawa-Okada, Timmy Tomioka,  
Selena Tsang, Kylie Uyeda

2011: Junko Taniguchi (Takahashi) 

2017: Miya Chan, Taylor Matoba,  
Connor Nakamura, Tyler Tsudama, 
Jake Tsutaoka, Josh Tsutaoka,  
Kellen Uyeda

2019: Maddie Bader, Miles Chan,  
Aaron Fujimoto, Luke Kuroda,  
Jordyn Owyoung, Dru Yonemura

2023: Bryce Kuroda, Landon Sasaki,  
Devin Tanamachi, Yuki Ventimiglia

Alumni Coaches: Chrissie Hosoda, 
Sharon Umene, Keith Uyeda
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Center Membership
Promotions

2026 GIANTS AND
VALKYRIES TICKETS
COMING SOON

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30 - JAPANESE HERITAGE NIGHT
Tickets start at $100
First 200 tickets have access to Pre-Game Shoot Around
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 - HELLO KITTY NIGHT
TUESDAY, APRIL 7 - ASIAN HERITAGE NIGHT

(415) 567-5505
membership@jcccnc.org

CONTACT US

Take a look at the following benefits for Center Members!
Visit jcccnc.org for more information on Center membership

To see more
promotions and
benefits, scan here
bit.ly/centerbenefits

CENTER MEMBERS GET 20% OFF ALL SHOWS
NUTCRACKER - DEC 17 AT GOLDEN GATE
MJ THE MUSICAL MAR 4 - APR 5

$11.50/ TICKET

SEE’S CANDIES
$25 GIFT CARD 

$23/ MEMBER



1840 Sutter St., San Francisco, CA  94115-3220
(415) 567-5505   |   Fax (415) 567-4222
info@jcccnc.org   |   www.jcccnc.org

1840 サター通り
サンフランシスコ市、カリフォルニア州 94115
(415) 567-5505
ファックス：(415) 567-4222
Eメール：info@jcccnc.org
ウエブサイト：www.jcccnc.org

THE CENTER'S ANNUAL SPONSORS


