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Will Our Japanese Cultural Heritage Survive?

tudies by some sociologists,

research academics, and cultural

anthropologists have long

made the case that the cultural
traditions and heritage of immigrant
groups are typically lost by the third
generation. Some of the reasons include
cultural assimilation, loss of language,
cultural practices, generational
attitudes, racism, and lack of cultural
opportunities.

| remember first hearing about this
theory when taking Asian American
study classes at San Francisco State. It
was in class that | heard that the Sansei
generation would lose their Japanese
culture. My generation! | found that
statement insulting but | had to admit
that | myself didn’t learn to speak
Japanese or participate in cultural
activities such as taiko and | quit taking
judo and karate after only a year or so.
Further, | had no interest in going to
Japan or in any of the traditional arts,
such as Kabuki or Japanese classical
dance and music.

Certainly, the incarceration of Japanese
Americans during WWII perhaps
exacerbated the lack of interest in the
Japanese culture amongst the Sansei
generation. Many Nisei parents stressed
assimilation into mainstream American
society vs. maintaining cultural heritage
and ties to Japan. Growing up many, if
not all, of my Japanese American friends
had no interest in learning Japanese,
participating in cultural activities, or
had any interest in wanting to travel

to Japan either. Moreover, they had
very little interest in participating in
community activities.

While the Sansei generation may not
have appreciated traditional Japanese
culture as much as the Nisei, the
resurgence of the Japanese American
community in the 1970s—fueled

by the Asian American and civil
rights movements, Ethnic Studies
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programs, and the fight for Redress

and Reparations in the 198os—led to

a deeper understanding of the WWII
incarceration experience and a renewed
appreciation for Japanese American
history and cultural heritage.

Out of those struggles, we defined
Japanese American cultural heritage,
which includes the culture and ancestry
brought from Japan by our Issei
generation, but our experience is deeply
rooted in our history in America, which
includes the new forms and adaptations
of traditional cultural arts.

The richness of our cultural heritage

is dynamic and will continue to

grow, evolve, and be rediscovered
through the generations. There has
been a resurgence amongst Yonsei

to better appreciate Japanese culture
through activities such as taiko, anime,
and manga and frequent travel to
Japan. Many embrace that they are
descendants of the concentration
camps and will carry on the legacy.
They believe in the preservation of
our Japantowns and have taken on
volunteerism and leadership roles in our
communities.

The establishment of our community-
based institutions, such as regional
Japanese American cultural and
community centers, has played a crucial
role in preserving our Japanese and
Japanese American cultural heritage.

This newsletter explores how young
Yonsei parents plan to pass our cultural
heritage to their Gosei children.
Through our future generations, our
cultural heritage will not only survive,
but will continue to thrive.
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The Center is a nonprofit organization
which strives to meet the evolving needs
of the Japanese American community by
offering programs, affordable services and
administrative support and facilities for
other local organizations. The Center also
provides educational, cultural and recreational
programs that meet and address the interests
and concerns of the community. Our goals
remain rooted in preserving the Japanese
American cultural and historical heritage as
well as fostering the foundation for future
generations of Japanese Americans.
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The Center Welcomes Naomi Funahashi
and Yuki Lin to the Board of Directors

We are excited to welcome two
new members to our Board of
Directors, who are likely familiar
faces to many of you. Yuki Lin
and Naomi Funahashi both bring
a deep personal connection to
the Center along with a shared
commitment to strengthening
and evolving our community.

A product of programs such as
Shinzen, Associates and Taiko
Dojo, Yuki grew up with the
Center as a second home. Now
a new father and first-time
board member, he brings a fresh,
forward-looking energy and a
desire to help shape the Center’s
future with innovation and
inclusivity. Naomi returns to the
board with a strong background
in education and U.S.-Japan
relations, having previously served
on staff and now working with
the Reischauer Scholars Program
and the U.S.-Japan Council. Her
passion for cultural exchange
and youth empowerment will be
invaluable as we look to grow
and deepen our impact. We are
confident that Yuki and Naomi’s
diverse experiences, perspectives,
and dedication will enrich the
board and help guide the Center
into its next chapter.

aomi Funahashi is a dedicated

educator and community

leader with over 20 years of

experience in global education
and curriculum development at
Stanford University’s Stanford Program
on International and Cross-Cultural
Education (SPICE). Naomi is excited to
rejoin the board after taking a break to
focus on raising her two young (wild)
sons.

Naomi served on the Center staff from
2004 to 2006 as Project Coordinator,
using her experience in education to
support the Center’s mission. With

her return to the board this year, she’d
like to help drive the Center’s growth
while empowering the next generation

through her passion of cultural exchange.

Naomi teaches the Reischauer Scholars
Program, an intensive online course for
U.S. high school students focused on
Japan and U.S.-Japan relations, aimed at
fostering future U.S.-Japan leaders. She
also serves as a Council Leader of the
U.S.-Japan Council and enjoys bringing
her kids to activities at the Center and in
Japantown.

uki Lin is Lead Customer

Success Account Manager

at Docusign, where he

oversees account strategy for
the company’s largest State & Local
government customers. For the last
10 years, he’s worked at high-growth
technology companies and prior to that
worked in various government relations
roles for 7 years. Yuki’s prior Japan-centric
work experiences include launching Uber
in Japan, growing local economic ties for
the Consulate General of Japan in San
Francisco, and bringing American culture
to a small town in Shimane through
the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET)
Program.

Born to parents from Japan and raised

in San Francisco, Yuki is a proud product
of the Associates, Shinzen, Taiko Dojo,
and Japanese Language Class programs,
with the most meaningful of them being
Shinzen, given his love for basketball and
bringing people from the U.S and Japan
together. With the recent birth of his
daughter and given that this is his first
seat on a board, Yuki hopes to bring an
innovative spirit and fresh energy to the
Center, which served as his second home
from a young age.
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Rooted in Heritage: Nurturing the Next
Generation of Nikkei

As the younger Gosei and Rokusei generations step forward and amplify their presence, our Japanese
American community stands at a crucial crossroads, where the preservation of our cultural heritage
aligns with a moment of profound transformation.

his past year, the Center’s
extended family—spanning
current and former staff,
board members, community
participants and their loved ones—
joyfully welcomed five new babies. These
little ones represent the next generation
of Nikkei with deep roots in both the
Center and our beloved SF Japantown.
Their arrival is not only a celebration
of new life but also a reminder of the
importance of carrying our heritage
forward.

For generations, the Japanese American
community has worked to preserve
traditions, language, and values while
adapting to an ever-changing world
and demographic. With each new
generation, we are presented with both
the challenge and privilege of passing
down the stories, customs, and cultural
practices that define our identity.
Inspired by this recent baby boom, our
cover story takes a heartfelt look at
how young families in our community
are embracing this responsibility and
fostering a strong sense of cultural
belonging in their children.

In this special feature, we hear from

ten parents who reflect on their hopes
and dreams for their children’s place

in the Japanese American community.
They share their thoughts on preserving
cultural heritage, raising multiethnic
children, and ensuring that traditions
remain meaningful in our modern
world. Whether through language, food,
celebrations, or family values, each
parent offers a unique perspective on
what they hope to pass down and why it
matters.

Their reflections are creative, heartfelt,
and deeply personal, reminding us that
heritage is not just about the past—
it’s about shaping the future. We are
honored to share their stories with you.

PETER AND RYOKO WEBER

As a family, we place a strong emphasis
on staying connected to our Japanese
and Okinawan heritage. We regularly
participate in community events in
Japantown at The Center and with the
Northern California Okinawa Kenjinkai.
These gatherings are more than just
social events; they are opportunities for

my daughters to immerse themselves in
their cultural traditions. Our daughters
are involved in Okinawan dance classes
with other children, and their recent
performance at the Kenjinkai’s Shinenkai
was a highlight for us.

In our daily lives, food plays a significant
role in connecting us to our roots. We
enjoy a variety of Japanese dishes,

and our home is often filled with the

As a family, we place a
strong emphasis on staying
connected to our Japanese
and Okinawan heritage.

sounds of Japanese television shows

and music. This immersive environment
helps reinforce our cultural traditions in

a way that feels natural and enjoyable.
Language is another cornerstone of our
cultural connection. The first language
our daughters learned was Japanese and
it's the language my wife primarily speaks
to them in.

Additionally, we make it a priority to
travel to Japan each year to visit family.
These trips are not just vacations;

they are essential for nurturing familial
bonds and deepening our children’s
understanding of their heritage.

Through these practices, | have stayed
connected to my Japanese roots as a
Japanese American. My hope is that by
instilling these values and traditions

in our children, they too will maintain
a strong connection to their cultural
identity throughout their lives.



THE CENTER NEWS tY%¥— =a1—2 @

Clockwise: Dianne
Fukami, Gerry Nakano,
Lindsay Nakano,
Stuart Gwynn, JJ
Gwynn (3 weeks), and
Hillary Nakano

HILLARY NAKANO:

I MET MY YOUNGER SELF FOR A DRINK

She was 5 minutes early, wearing
leggings. | was 5 minutes late and my
leggings had spit-up on them.

She told me she was completing a
fellowship at the JACL in their DC office.
| told her I'm an Executive Board member
of the JCCCNC in SF.

She was applying to law schools and
dreamed of practicing plaintiff-side
employment law. | told her I'm a
Partner at one of the largest workers’
compensation firms in the Bay Area,
representing injured workers.

She told me she wasn’t very close with
her sister. | smiled, knowingly, and told
her we've never been closer.

She sheepishly said she thought her
boyfriend was The One. | told her she
was right and he’s been the best husband
for 7 years and counting.

She admitted that if she married her
boyfriend, she was afraid she would
slowly lose touch with her JA identity. |
told her that fear was unfounded — the
roots | planted in the JA community as
an adolescent have grown into a special
refuge during adulthood.

She said if she

ever had kids,

she’d want

them to have a

Japanese middle

name since their

last name wouldn’t be. | told her that my
3-month old son’s middle name is Junzo,
as an homage to Grandpa Junzo Fukami.

She told me that she loved going out
and partying. | told her that would never
change, but there was no better feeling
than staying at home, playing with baby

).

She asked about Mom and Dad.

| replied, just wait until you see
them as grandparents singing The
Bocha Song as a duet, in exchange
for a few giggles. She laughed
hysterically at this unimaginable
scene.

She asked me if | was happy. | told
her | have never felt so fulfilled in
my life.

Finally it was my turn. | asked my
younger self what she was most
excited about. She smiled and
replied, The Future.

KIYOMI AND KEN TAKEDA

When my husband Ken, who is a
Shin-Nisei, and |, a Yonsei/Shin-
Nisei, decided to start a family, we
knew that it was important that
our children embrace all aspects of
their Japanese heritage, including
learning the Japanese language.
From attending Japanese playgroups,
reading only Japanese books, singing
Japanese songs, and exclusively speaking
Japanese at home, we prioritized this
aspect despite sometimes struggling
with the words to express topics
related to emotions. It has been a joy
to watch our daughter Himari gain

continued on page 6
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Rooted in Heritage

continued from page 5

fluency and grow her confidence in her
ability to speak Japanese. We also want

our children to understand and take pride

in our family's histories, including my

family's Tule Lake internment experience,
in order to teach them the importance of

resilience.

As parents of three young children,
Himari (6), Taiyo (3), and Emiri (7
months), we are grateful to the
community for embracing our family,
allowing us to stay active in local
organizations despite the challenges of
parenthood. Our kids have accompanied
us to many community meetings and
have had the privilege of participating in
events throughout the year. We know

it would be easier for us to step back,
but it’s important to us that our kids see
community involvement not as an extra,
but as a fundamental part of life. We
want them to experience how vital it is
to have a community and to contribute
to a community.

One of the most profound moments for
me was watching Himari participate in
the Cherry Blossom Festival, marching
in the parade, performing with the Rosa
Parks JBBP, and proudly waving to her
papa on top of the Mikoshi. These are
the kinds of memories | want to help
her and her siblings create—memories
rooted in community and connection.
We are excited to introduce them to
even more parts of the JA community,
like J-league basketball, and to protect
these institutions so that future
generations can continue to thrive and
create their own lasting memories.

MATT AND JESSICA OKADA

Our daughter, Kana, was born on June
28, 2024, making her part of the Gosei
generation in both of our families.

As we imagine her future, we think
about the opportunities she will have to
connect with her Japanese heritage —
opportunities that weren’t as accessible
to us growing up in Selma, California.
Our small farming community had only
a handful of other Japanese families, and
we didn’t have places like the Center

to help us explore our cultural identity.
While our grandparents still passed
down traditions and values that shaped
our lives, they also encouraged us to

fit in and focus on being “American”

Now, as parents, we want
Kana to grow up with a
strong sense of identity
and pride in her cultural
background.

first. They didn’t share much about
their experiences during World War I,
and as a result, we didn’t always have

a deep understanding of our family’s
history or the struggles our community
faced. It wasn’t until later in life that we
both found a stronger connection to

our heritage, and for me,
working at the Center
played a huge role in that
journey.

Now, as parents, we want
Kana to grow up with a
strong sense of identity
and pride in her cultural
background. We hope she
will take advantage of the
resources
available
to her—
especially
the Center,
which has
been so
meaningful
to our
family. One
of the most
impactful
programs
for me was Shinzen, where | had the
privilege of organizing and participating
alongside the youth. That experience,
including traveling to Japan, opened my
eyes to the richness of our heritage, and
| hope Kana will one day have similar
opportunities to learn, grow, and form
lasting friendships within our community.

For Jessica, childhood memories of the
Japanese community picnics stand out—
one of the few times each year when she
was surrounded by families who looked
like hers and shared similar experiences.
Now, raising Kana in the Bay Area, we
are excited that she will have even more
chances to celebrate traditions, attend
cultural events, and feel a sense of
belonging from an early age. The Center
plays a vital role in making this possible,
and we are incredibly grateful for the
programs, events, and connections it
fosters. As we raise our daughter, we

do so with the hope that she and her
generation will continue to embrace,
preserve, and carry forward the legacy of
the Japanese American community.
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RYAN AND LAURA KIMURA

“Dad, can we be put away like what
happened to grandma and grandpa a
long time ago?”

This was the question that came up
while driving my five and eight year old
to school one day. With NPR on blast,
they hear how the same Enemy Alien
Act that was used to incarcerate their
great grandma and great grandpa is now
being used to target other communities.
We can call it resiliency, spirit, and /or
trauma, the stories and experiences of
the generations that came before us
serve as the shoulders by which we are
privileged enough to rest upon. These
experiences and stories are what my

Laura and | want our

two littles to know that
being Japanese American
can definitely be about

the savory spam musubis
they inhale, the Japanese
American basketball league
they play in, the festivals
and ozoni they indulge in.

partner and | hope our children are able
to learn about and grow from as they
develop into the future leaders of the
community.

Laura and | want our two littles to

know that being Japanese American

can definitely be about the savory

spam musubis they inhale (weekly), the
Japanese American basketball league
they play in, the festivals and ozoni

they indulge in. Yes, it is all of these
things AND none of it would be possible
without the gusto, the go for broke spirit,
grit and oftentimes unaddressed trauma
from the generations before them.

So what do we hope for our little Maya
and Casey when it comes to their
heritage? We hope that along with you
all and the community, we can remind
them of the giant footsteps that have
come before them so they can embody
being (as my little sister says), “the
wildest dreams of their ancestors.”

YUKA WALTON

| named my baby Nozomi because
Nozomi means hope, or wish, in Japanese
and it was my biggest hope/wish to
become a mom. Becoming a Single Mom
by Choice (SMBC) is not the traditional
path to motherhood, but | know it was
the right choice for me. Giving birth to
Nozomi is the best thing that has ever
happened to me. She is the light of my
life and her smile fills every moment with

joy.

Before Nozomi arrived, | had so many
worries about whether | was making the
right decision. | worried what kind of
negative impacts being raised by a single
mom would have on her. Would | be
enough?

I named my baby Nozomi
because Nozomi means
hope, or wish, in Japanese
and it was my biggest wish
to become a mom.

But the more | thought about it, the
more | realized that | wouldn’t be

raising her on my own. Being a part of
our Center Community and Japantown
means that she will know who she is and
where she comes from. She will learn the
traditions of our culture through events
like Mochitsukis and Children’s Day. She
will learn the history of our community
from the Japanese American Historical
Archive. She will gain leadership skills
like teamwork and the importance of
hard work through youth programs like
basketball leagues and taiko classes. And
most importantly, she will grow up with
a strong moral compass because all of
her Aunties at the Center will be keeping
tabs on her, helping her navigate right
from wrong every step of the way.

So what are my hopes and wishes for my
precious little Nozomi-chan? In a world
where the people in power are having us
scrub the words diversity and inclusion
from websites, | hope that Nozomi-chan
feels a deep sense of gratitude for our
diverse and inclusive J-town. | hope that
she grows up knowing there is not one
way to be Japanese or Japanese-American
and that all of J-town’s diversity (diverse
family structures, multi-racial people,
queer people) is what makes our J-town
so special. And | hope that she shares
that deep feeling of pride in our diversity
and inclusion so that even more people
feel welcomed and loved.

continued on page 8
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Rooted in Heritage

continued from page 7

DIANA TSUCHIDA

As a descendant of Kibei grandparents
who sought to build and live their lives in
San Francisco Japantown before the war,
| feel great pride in being a part of the
Center today, not only as a staff member
but as a place | hope to support and visit
for years to come as our daughter, Asami,
becomes part of the next generation.
The Center is a place and community
where | hope she will learn from the
teachers, educators, artists and cultural
bearers about her Japanese heritage.
Because my grandparents did not return
to the city after the end of the war for
various reasons, | have always felt a
calling to reclaim and reconnect with

the initial roots they had put down in
Japantown here. | am certain that it is
where they would have built their entire
lives had they not been forcibly removed.

Now, more than 8o years later, our
hope for our daughter is that she grows
up with vast cultural knowledge and a
confidence in her identity that allows
her to have unlimited and untethered
choices in the world. From language
fluency and conversational confidence
to frequently traveling to and knowing
Japan, our goal for her is to give her
the gift of deeply knowing who she is
and who her ancestors were. We want
to give her the tools of knowledge and
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frequent access to and interaction with
the community to not only help make her
a more well-rounded person overall, but
to engage in reclaiming and preserving
traditions and heritage that are a part

of her, and a part of all of us. Together

as a family, we will be reclaiming and
preserving right alongside her.

AYA INO

As a half Gosei and half Shin-Sansei, we
hope our son, Seo, will grow up with a
unique blend of Japanese and Japanese
American cultural heritage. With fluency
in the Japanese language to keep in touch
with relatives in Japan and help out at
the family wagashiya in Saitama, to being
the grandson of a Buddhist minister in
LA’s Little Tokyo, and great grandson to a
WWII 442nd veteran, we hope his family
history and diverse experiences will help
him become a curious and empathetic
individual.

He is a product of the Japanese and
Japanese American community where his
parents were raised and we look forward
to supporting his journey to learn, lead,
and be a bridge for diverse communities.
Where there’s community, there’s
belonging, and a
safe place where the
next generation can
come together and
collectively call it
their second home.

NAOMI FUNAHASHI

As a mother raising two sons, Akira (11)
and Koji (6), alongside my San Francisco-
born husband, I've made it a priority
to weave the foods, habits, words, and
traditions of

our Japanese,

Chinese, and

Burmese

heritage into

our daily

lives. My own

journey—

being born

in Japan,

growing up in

California and Washington, then
returning to Tokyo before heading to
the East Coast for college—eventually
brought me to San Francisco’s
Japantown. During a brief visit to San
Francisco after graduation, | found a
small community that felt surprisingly
familiar, despite it being my first time
there. Japantown felt like home—a
perfect blend of all the places | had
lived—and became the foundation of our
family’s story.

Nearly 17 years ago, Rich and | were
married beneath the Peace Pagoda,
surrounded by loved ones and his
artwork commemorating Japantown’s
100th anniversary (which is still displayed
on the side of the West Mall today).



Working on the staff of the Center in
the early 2000s introduced me to the
resilience and history of this community,
particularly through projects like the
California Nisei High School Diploma
Project. The Nisei who rebuilt their lives
here after the war, creating a lasting
legacy for future generations, continue
to inspire me in my current role on the
board of the Center.

Raising our boys with a strong
connection to their Japanese heritage

is both rewarding and challenging.

Since we don’t speak Japanese at home,
we've made a commitment to keeping
the language alive—enrolling them in
Saturday Japanese school, practicing judo
(where all the terminology is in Japanese),
and celebrating traditions like Kodomo
no Hi by handcrafting koinobori together
(sometimes with the added motivation
of Pocky and rare Kit Kat flavors!). Trips
to Japan to visit my parents have given
them a front-row seat to daily life and
customs, reinforcing what we strive to
keep alive at home in the Bay Area.

Japantown plays an essential role in our
family’s cultural connection. Akira, having
attended Tomodachi Summer Camp,
sees the Center as a second home—a
place where he knows he belongs.

The boys love participating in family
events like the Children’s Day Festival
and mochitsuki, strengthening their
sense of community with every shared
experience.

As we raise the next generation of
Japanese Americans, we recognize

that preserving our culture isn’t just
about honoring the past—it’s about
ensuring that our traditions, values,

and community remain vibrant and
welcoming for the future. San Francisco
and Japantown will continue to evolve,
and so will we. But no matter where our
boys find themselves, we hope the sense
of belonging and pride in their heritage
stays with them—carrying forward the
resilience, community, and history that
have shaped us all.
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SCOTT OKAMOTO

Being a fourth-generation Japanese
American, many traditions that may

have existed prior to my ancestors’
immigration were diluted. | never learned
how to speak the Japanese language, and
my parents never spoke it much either.
Nevertheless, we still ate plenty of rice
and | knew how to use hashi from an
early age. Growing up in San Francisco
Japantown meant | was always immersed
in the culture, and my Japanese American
parents naturally made sure that we
remembered certain aspects of our
cultural heritage. | am now proud to pass
these along to my two daughters, now
growing up hapa Gosei in a mixed-race
household.

Now living further from Japantown,

we have to actively create experiences
that instill in them a Japanese American
identity. But finding such experiences
can be challenging. Simple things we do
are watch NHK on TV, cook (and teach
them to cook) Japanese food, and attend
popular events like the Cherry Blossom
Festival and the Nihonmachi Street Fair.
But just as you have to find a team if you
want your child to play a sport or find
music lessons if you want them to play
an instrument, we have had to seek out
greater opportunities for their Japanese
American heritage to be a significant part

of their lives. My daughters therefore
participated in as many things that would
fit into a busy family’s schedule, including
the Daruma No Gakko summer program,
the Takahashi Youth Ambassador
Fellowship Program, obon dancing at

the Buddhist Church, and many of the
Center’s offerings for kids, including
Kodomo No Hi.

We’ve also tried to instill in
them what | consider to be
a fundamentally Japanese
mindset: that of respect
for and awareness of the
opinions of others, and
pride in both our collective
heritage and their own
identity.

We've also tried to instill in them

what | consider to be a fundamentally
Japanese mindset: that of respect for and
awareness of the opinions of others, and
pride in both our collective heritage and
their own identity. We therefore hope
that they take all that has come before,
absorb it in a conscious and intentional
way, and grow into better versions of us.

Being Japanese American is an essential
part of who they are.
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In addition to members-only events and discounts on programs, members enjoy discounted
rates for select Giants and Warriors games and the benefits listed below.

SCAN TO VIEW ALL BENEFITS
AND PROMOTIONS
OR VISIT
WWW.JCCCNC.ORG/MEMBERSHIP

Membership benefits can be redeemed by showing your membership card at membership benefit
partners. If you need a new membership card, please contact us at (415) 567-5505 or
membership@jcccnc.org. Visit jccenc.org/membership for more details.
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NEW FOR 2025
JOIN A CENTER CLUB PROGRAM

NO MORE BRINGING DOLLAR BILLS TO CLASS!

Starting June 1, 2025, the Center will unveil a new Club format for some of our
most popular programs. This new Club program will offer the convenience of
monthly or annual payments, allowing you to participate as frequently as you wish
without the hassle of bringing dollar bills every time you come to the Center!

New Center Clubs Starting this Summer

MAH JONG CLUB
Tuesday and Thursday | 12:30-4 p.m.

BABY BOOMER BASKETBALL CLUB
Fridays | 9-11 a.m.

J-TOWN LINE DANCING CLUB
Thursdays and Fridays | 12:30-2:30 p.m.

JAPANTOWN PICKLEBALL CLUB
Mondays and Thursdays | noon-3 p.m.

Wednesdays and Saturdays | 10 a.m.-noon

New Club fees include discounted monthly and annual fees for 2025!

Due to rising costs, most programs and per class fees
will increase beginning July 1, 202s.

Club Programs may also include:
Club Participant Only Events ¢ Special Club Promotions and Socials
Club Benefits

Annual Center Membership Discounts will by applied to Club fees as well.

Future Clubs include Craft Clubs « Food and Drink Clubs  Poker and Card Clubs
Hobby Clubs « Genealogy Clubs and more.

Center members can also suggest new Club Programs!
NEW CLUB PROGRAM FEES WILL BE POSTED June 1, 2025
Participants can still pay per class in cash if they prefer.

For more information, inquire with the Program Department or
the Front Office at (415) 567-5505 or programsevents@jcccnc.org.
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THE CENTER’S CLUBS SCHEDULE
AND PRICING STARTING JUNE 1

PICKLEBALL

Monthly: $56 per month > 5% discount:
$53.20

Quarterly: $168 for three months > 10%
discount: $151.50

Annual: $672 > 15% discount: $571.20
(Annual rates valid May 1, 2025 - June, 1, 2026)
Drop-in Rates:

$7 Center Members | $12 General

Hours:

Mondays: noon-3 p.m.

Wednesdays: noon-3 p.m. (new hours
starting June 1)

Thursdays: noon-3 p.m.

Saturdays: 10 a.m.-noon

Club Member Perks: Exclusive Club Hours:
Mondays and Thursdays:

10 a.m.-noon

MAH JONGG

Monthly (Tuesdays and Thursdays):
$22.50 Center Members | $30.40 General
Drop-in Rates:

$3 Center Members | $4 General

Hours:

Tuesdays: 12:30-4 p.m.

Thursdays: 12:30-4 p.m.

LINE DANCING

Monthly:

$26.60 Center Members | $38 General
Drop-in Rates:

$7 Center Members | $10 General
Hours:

Thursdays: 12:30-2:30 p.m.

Fridays: 12:30-2:30 p.m.

BABY BOOMER BASKETBALL CLUB
Hours: Fridays: 9-11 a.m.

JOIN US AND STAY ACTIVE IN YOUR
COMMUNITY!

All prices are subject to change.

Spring 2025 @
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Upcoming Programs and Events

CHILDREN'’S DAY FESTIVAL
Saturday, May 3 | 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
The Center

Free admission!

Bring your kids together and come out
to our annual Children’s Day Festival
on Saturday May 3rd from 11 a.m. to

4 p.m.! Enjoy fun games and prizes,
arts and crafts, bounce house, and

live entertainment! Admission is free
and open to the public; children are
encouraged to wear kimono, yukata or
other Japanese clothing.

12 (@ Spring 2025

RAMEN AND GYOZA
WORKSHOP

May 11 | 1-4 p.m.

$100 M| $120 NM

Learn how to make your own restaurant-
quality ramen and gyoza at our upcoming
cooking workshop! In this fun and very
hands-on class, you will be making ramen
noodles, vegetarian-friendly soy miso
ramen broth, gyoza dumpling all from
scratch!

JAPANESE CEMETERY CLEAN-UP
Saturday, May 17 | 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Japanese Cemetery, 1300 Hillside Bivd.,
Colma, CA

Register: bit.ly/japanesecemetery2025

(Please RSVP as light lunch will be served)

(In order for us to group organization members
together, please include your organizational
affiliation under “preferences”)

The Japanese Cultural and Community
Center of Northern California (the
Center) is organizing its annual youth and
family community Clean Up Day at the
historical Japanese Cemetery in Colma.
Join us and over 200 volunteers from the
community at this year's annual clean up!

HAPI COAT SEWING
WORKSHOP

Sunday May 18 | 11 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
$120M | $140 NM

Obon season is coming up soon! Learn
how to sew your very own Hapi coat to
wear at this year’s festivals and show

up in style. This is a limited summer
workshop with instructor Katie Furukawa
Bonifacio of Old River Design Co.
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DESSERT MOCHI WORKSHOP
May 31| 1-3 p.m.

Come learn how to make delicious mochi
desserts at the Center with Yukiko Zinke,
local mochi maker with over 20 years of
experience! In this fun workshop, you
will learn how to make three different
mochi desserts; fresh mochi filled with
sweet bean paste and fruit, glazed mochi
donuts, and ice cream mochi! In this
hands-on workshop, you'll make and
shape the mochi dough for each dessert
learning recipes to make on your own at
home!

WASHI NINGYO WORKSHOP
May 31, June 7, 2025 | 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
$50 M | $60 NM

Explore the art of Japanese paper doll
making at the Center's Washi Ningyo
Workshop featuring Yuri Nakamura and
Rochelle Lum! Through this class our
instructors will teach you the step-by-
step process in creating a beautiful doll
using only paper and simple materials.

SUMMER WAGASHI SWEETS

Saturday, June 7 | 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Join us for our next virtual Zoom
Wagashi (traditional Japanese sweets)
Workshop! Our instructors Larry Sokyo
Tiscornia and Kimika Soko Takechi will
show you step by step how to make
these unique, delectable and beautiful
handmade treats over Zoom. Recipes
for the workshop will be provided in
advance to all registrants. The workshop
will be recorded and made available for
registrants following the live session.
Sign up for this virtual workshop and give
making your own wagashi a try!

CHABANA FLOWER
ARRANGEMENT VIRTUAL
WORKSHOP

June 21| 11a.m.-1 p.m.
$25 M | $30 NM

Join us this summer as instructors Larry
Sokyo Tiscornia and Kimika Soko Takechi
teach us the history and techniques
behind Chabana, a style of ikebana
famous for being used in Chanoyu.

Ifa
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Ongoing Classes at The Center

We welcome you to peruse the list below that features all of the fun and enriching cultural and recreational
classes that we offer. The first class session is free for any first-time participant (materials costs for select
classes still apply). We encourage you to try something new! Please be advised that all in-person programs
require participants to be fully vaccinated and pre-register. For more information or to register for a class,
please visit our website, jcccnc.org, or call (415) 567-5505.

ARTS AND CULTURE

BEYOND BASIC ART CLASS HYBRID

This weekly art class is designed for both
intermediate and advanced students to
explore new media, subject matter and
ways of thinking. This class will use basic
drawing and painting concepts to expand
participant’s artistic horizons. The
atmosphere of the class is very informal
for creating art.
Instructor: Richard Tokeshi
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-noon
Cost: $30 M/$40 NM Monthly

$11 M/$14 NM Drop-in

IKEBANA

Reflect on the simplistic beauty of
nature and create a harmony of linear
construction, rhythm and color through
the traditional Japanese art of Ikebana
(floral arrangement). Participants are
encouraged to bring their own vases.
This class is geared for those that have
taken lkebana for a minimum of four
years. Please contact the Programs
Department at least 48 hours in advance
if interested.
Instructor: Chizuko Nakamura
Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m.
Cost: $120 M/$140 NM/Monthly

$35 M/$45 NM/Drop-In

IKEBANA - BEGINNERS

Learn the fundamentals of lkebana, the
Japanese art of flower arrangement,

in our beginners class. Prevailing as

a popular cultural art form through

the ages, lkebana holds its roots in
tradition, but has also evolved as a
modern expressive art form. First time
participants, please call (415) 567-5505.
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Instructor: Chizuko Nakamura
2nd and 4th Thursdays, 6-8 p.m.
Cost: $35 M/$45 NM/Drop-In

WASHI NINGYO

Engage in the art of Japanese paper doll
making and create your own (traditional)
Japanese washi paper dolls. In this class
made for all skill levels, participants will
learn the basics and perfect their skills in
doll making. First-time participants must
register by phone one week before the
first Saturday of the month. Class fees
include all materials. For ages 18+.
Instructors: Yurie Nakamura and
Rochelle Lum

2nd Saturday each month

Session A: 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Session B: 1-4 p.m. (HYBRID)

Cost: $30 M/$40 NM/Ongoing Class
Participants

WATERCOLOR

Learn the basics and joy of watercolor
painting. Bring your art to life with the
help of instructor Suekichi Terakado
in this fun and relaxing class that is
available to all artists regardless of skill
level.
Instructor: Suekichi Terakado
Mondays, 10 a.m.-noon
Cost: $40 M/$48 NM/Monthly

$11 M/$14 NM/Drop-In

DANCE

LINE DANCING

Practice your smooth moves to R&B and
pop music while keeping in shape and
making new friends. This fun, low-impact
class is open to all. No dance experience
required.

Instructor: Darlene Masamori
Fridays, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
Cost: $4 M/$5 NM/Drop-In

YOSAKOI DANCING WITH ITO
YOSAKOI DANCE GROUP (HYBRID)

Join the Ito Yosakoi Dance Group's
weekly classes to learn the lively,
energetic dance style of Yosakoi
dancing! Yosakoi dancing features
choreographed group dances with
traditional movements mixed with
modern, uptempo music to make for a
captivating dance style that is growing in
popularity in Japan and abroad! No dance
experience is necessary. Class members
have the option of dancing with the class
recreationally, or learning the group's
repertoire to perform in public.
Fridays, 7-9 p.m.
Cost: $25 M/$30 NM/Monthly

$8 M/$9 NM/Drop-In

MARTIAL ARTS AND FITNESS

KARATE—MONDAY AND
WEDNESDAY CLASS

Karate is an Okinawan martial art
meaning "empty hand." Develop self-
defense skills and strengthen yourself
mentally and physically. Our class is part
of the International Karate League (IKL)
which instructs a modified Shorin-Ryu
style of karate. This class is open to all
skill levels age 6+.
Instructor: Craig Hamakawa
Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:30-8 p.m.
Cost: $30 M/$48 NM/Monthly

$9 M/$14 NM/Drop-In

E ‘ M = Members | NM = Non-Members
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KENDO WITH SAN FRANCISCO
KENDO DOJO

Learn the modern Japanese martial art
of Kendo. Kendo is an activity that
combines martial arts practices and
values with strenuous sport-like physical
activity. Kendo uses bamboo swords and
protective armor to discipline the human
character through the application of the
principles of the katana. This class is
hosted by San Francisco Kendo Dojo.

To learn more and to register visit
sfkendo.github.io or contact them at
info@sfkendo.org.

Instructor: San Francisco Kendo Dojo
Thursdays, 7-9:30 p.m.

MUSIC

CHORALE MAY

Be part of a male chorus group and sing a
variety of songs, mainly in Japanese with
some English.
Instructor: Ruriko Miura-Raffa
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m.
Cost: $25 M/$31 NM/Monthly

$15 M/$18 NM/Drop-In

ENSEMBLE SHIKI

Be part of a mixed chorus group and sing
a variety of songs, mainly in Japanese
with some English.
Instructor: Ruriko Miura-Raffa
2nd nd 4th Saturdays, 2:30-4:30 p.m.
Cost: $25 M/$31 NM/Monthly

$15 M/$18 NM/Drop-In

UKULELE—ADVANCED (HYBRID)

This class is for experienced Ukulele
players that focuses primarily on
Hawaiian song traditions, chords and
rhythmic strumming techniques.
Instructor: Don Sadler
When: Thursdays, 6:30-8 p.m.
Cost: $50 M/$70 NM/Monthly

$17 M/$22 NM/Drop-In

UKULELE—INTERMEDIATE
(VIRTUAL)

Designed for ukulele players who have
prior experience. This class will focus on
learning and reviewing chords, as well
as songs and strumming patterns. (New

students with no prior experience should
participate in the Ukulele 101 workshop
held twice a year to cover basics such as
tuning, basic chords and techniques.)
Instructor: Don Sadler
When: Saturdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Cost: $50 M/$70 NM/Monthly

$17 M/$22 NM/Drop-In

SOCIAL

BAMBI

Find a social network for you and your
young one through a morning of play

with other Japanese speaking families
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.-noon
Cost: Free

BRIDGE

Keep your mind sharp while playing
bridge in a fun, social environment.
Fridays, noon-4 p.m.

Cost: $2 M/$3 NM/Drop-In

HANA FUDA

Keep your mind sharp while playing
Hana Fuda in a fun, social environment.
Hana Fuda is a traditional Japanese card
game meaning “flower cards.” There are
48 cards divided into 12 months of the
Japanese calendar.

Wednesdays, noon-3:30 p.m.

Cost: $2 M/$3 NM/Drop-In

MONTHLY KABUKI FILMS

Join us for a free monthly class
featuring screenings of recorded stage
performances of kabuki and other forms
of Japanese theater. Kabuki is a classical
Japanese dance-drama theater form
known for the stylization of its drama,
live music and sound effects, and for
the elaborate make-up worn by the
performers.

Coordinator: Mark Frey Sponsored

by the Japan Exchange and Teaching
Program Alumni Association of
Northern California (JETAANC) Kabuki
Club

3rd Thursdays of each month,

6:30-8:30 p.m.

Cost: Free. Donations encouraged!

MAH JONGG

Engage in social activity and develop
creative strategy skills by playing this
popular Chinese tile game. If you would
like to learn how to play Mandarin style
Mah Jongg, classes will begin when we
have four players. Sign up at the Center’s
front office and indicate if you would
like to attend either a Tuesday, Thursday
or both classes. You will be contacted

by the Mah Jongg coordinator when

we have at least four students enrolled.
Invite your friends!

Coordinators: Yone Higashigawa and
Nancy Nakai

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.

Cost: $2 M/$3 NM/Drop-In

SHOGI

Shogi, known as Japanese Chess

or the Game of Generals, is a two-
player strategy board game. The SF
Shogi Club and their members gather
monthly to play shogi at the Center.
Beginners, including kids are welcome
to join! Members are happy to provide
a complimentary shogi lesson to anyone
who is interested in learning to play
shogi.

Coordinators: SF Shogi Club

1st Sunday of each month, 1-5 p.m.
Cost: $5 per person

SPORTS

COMMUNITY VOLLEYBALL

Create a team for your non-profit/
service/interest organization and join
us for a volleyball league filled with
fun, food and friends! Each team must
consist of either board/staff members
or volunteers within your organization.
Please contact the Programs Department
at programsevents@jcccnc.org if
interested in forming a team.
Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m.

Cost: $40 M/$45 NM/ Season

continued on page 16
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Classes continued from page 17

30 AND OVER BASKETBALL

Sign up for the Center’'s Monday Night
(draft) Basketball League. Participate in
games that are competitive, but friendly!
See our website for league information.
When: Mondays, 6-10 p.m. (up to 15
weeks per season)

Cost: $135 M/$160 NM/per season

40 AND OVER BASKETBALL

Get your friends and join the mature,
wise and friendly competition in our
Wednesday Night (draft) League. See our
website for league information.
Wednesdays, 6-10 p.m. (up to 15 weeks
per season)

Cost: $120 M/$145 NM/per season

PICKLEBALL OPEN GYM Join us for the 30th Annual Nikkei Open

Join us on one of our three indoor courts, Golf Tournament on Saturday, May 31, at the

play a pickup game with friends, or work .

on your skills with other community picturesque Ocean Course at the Half Moon
Bay Golf Links. Enjoy fun times with friends!

members. Get active while meeting new
friends and seeing familiar faces from the

°°m:‘;“”ity' Entry fees for Center Members for
Mondays noon-3 p.m., . o »

Wedne’s’days, R this fundraising event are $300 per player
Thursdays noon-3 p.m. and $1,180 for a foursome.

Saturdays, 10 a.m.-noon .

Cost: $4 M/$6 NM (Mondays and Entry includes:

Thursdays Green fee with cart

$3 M/$5 NM (Wednesdays and Exclusive Nikkei Open tee prize

Saturdays)

Entry to Hole-in-One and Closest-to-the-Pin Contests
Mulligans
Raffle tickets
Takeaway lunch and post-event reception

)

i” Kawabata
This year the Center, Nikkei Open committee and larger community
lost a great friend and golf enthusiast, and will dedicate the 2025
Nikkei Open in memory of Kiki Kawabata. He will forever be in our
hearts and more so as we remember his smile and unforgettable
laugh when we take to the course this year. Kiki was one of the early
committee members of the Nikkei Open and always emphasized the
Kiki Kawabata, second from left, with his usual importance of keeping “community” front and center when planning

foursome (L to R): Ron Hiura, Robert Mizono and the tournament.
Neal Ho

In Memoriam - Kenneth “Kik
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Fall Support Drive Donors

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to our donors for supporting our Fall Support Drive.
Donations made during this campaign period were critical to the Center in its ability to offer classes,
workshops and programs. Donors like you help us continue to touch and change the lives of generations
of Japanese Americans and the larger community, ensuring that the Center remains a second home for all
who walk through our doors. Donations toward our Fall Annual Support Drive received from November 1,
2024 to February 28, 2025 are listed below.

PLATINUM—
$5,000+

Ms. Teresa Hirasuna

Ishizaki Family Trust

Lembi Family Trust

U2 Endodontics

Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Annabelle Yasuda

Anonymous (3)

Ms. Mutsuko Arima

Dr. Emily Brewer

Ms. Sherilyn Chew and Mr. Peti
Arunamata

Ms. Mikiko Huang and Mr. Marshall
Stoller

Mr. Greg Ishizaki

Ms. Janis K. Ito

Ms. Naoko A. Ito

Ms. Patricia Ito

Mr. Jeffrey Kawaguchi

Mr. Gary Kitagawa

Mr. Gerald and Mrs. Gail Nanbu

Mr. Gordon Shiozaki and
Ms. Dona Fuchiwaki-Shiozaki

Ms. Laurie Hane

Dr. Ronald and Mrs. Cynthia Hiura

Mr. Richard and Mrs. Janet Kashiwada

Mr. Boku Kodama

Mr. Bernie and Mrs. Ginger Lee

Dr. Craig Lum

Mr. Colbert and Mrs. Gail Matsumoto

Mr. Bradley Menda

Mr. Tosh Mitsuda

Mrs. Shirley Murakami

Ms. Ayano Nagaoka and
Mr. Radhakrishnan Nagarajan
Mr. Bobby Nakata
Ms. Janet Ninomiya
Ms. Kay Nomura
Mrs. Mickie Ochi
Mr. Allen and Mrs. Patricia Okamoto
Ms. Jackie Okamura
Ms. Marilyn C. Oshiro
Mr. Robert and Dr. Alicia Sakai
Ms. Susan Sakuma and Mr. Wilfred Lim
Mr. Gerald T. and Mrs. Joy H. Sekimura
Mr. Anthony and Mrs. Mary Shek
Mr. Dale Shimasaki
Mr. Gary and Mrs. Carolyn Soto
Mr. Ted T. Suyeyasu and Family
Mrs. Matty Taga-Allen
Mr. Russell B. and Mrs. Linda Takei

SILVER—
$500-$999
Anonymous
Mr. Mark K. Abey and Ms. Jeanne Hong
Ms. Jennifer Bienaime
Mr. Steve Dung and
Ms. Debbie Alcantara
Ms. Jane Gorai and Mr. Don Ng
Mme. Michiya Hanayagi
Mr. Kyle Tatsumoto and
Ms. Carole Hayashino
Mr. Darren and Mrs. Kristi Hiatt
Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. Yoshiko Ho
Ms. lvy Hsu
Mrs. Mary Ishisaki
Mrs. Sadako Kashiwagi
Mr. John and Mrs. Ruby Kobayashi
Mr. Kaz Maniwa and
Ms. Masako Fukunaga

Ms. Lori Matoba and Mr. Jeff Wun
Mr. Don Misumi
Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Joy Morimoto
Ms. Janet Morimoto and Mr. Greg Terra
Dr. Roger and Mrs. Christine Morimoto
Mr. John Aaron and Mrs. Susan Muranishi
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Lynne Myers
Mr. Scott and Mrs. Sandra Nakamura
Mr. Curtis and Mrs. Jackie Nakano
Mr. Myron Okada and Ms. Lynne Ogawa
Mr. Roy S. Okuno
Ono Family
Mr. Giichi and Mrs. Nancy Sakurai
Dr. Leigh Sata and Ms. Wendy Chin
Mr. Dennis and Mrs. Susie Sato
M:s. Yasuyo Satoh
Mr. Randy and Mrs. Linda Shigio
Mr. Noriyuki Shimoda
Mr. Cyrus Stoller
Ms. Midori Tabata and
Mr. Charles M. Ingram
Dr. Reiko True
Mr. Keith Uyeda
Messrs. Matthew and Craig Yamamoto
Mr. Kenji Yokoo and Mr. Doug Lavancy

EMERALD—
$250-499

Mr. Kenneth Abiko
Kenta and Kohta Akiyama

Mr. Jim Boddy and Ms. Betsy Dodd
Mr. Kurtis Chin

Ms. Kyoko Gerber

Mr. Craig and Mrs. Lyn Hamakawa
Mr. Bernard Hata

Mr. Richard and Mrs. Ruby Hata

continued on page 20
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Donors continued from page 19

Ms. Diane Honda
Mr. Masahiko and Mrs. Kazuye lkuma
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Cynthia Ishizaki
Ms. Kathleen Kamei
Ms. Hope Kanimoto
Mr. Gary and Mrs. Sharon Kato
Mrs. Sharon Kotabe
Ms. Donna L. Kotake and Mr. Eddie
Wong
Mr. Aki and Mrs. Michiko Kuramoto
Mrs. Julie and Mr. Nathan Lau
Mr. Jerald and Mrs. Nina Lowe
Mr. Gerard and Mrs. Rosie McCormick
Mr. Jeffery Matsuoka and
Ms. Akemi Takagi
Ms. Laura Miyano and Mr. Luc Bellet
Ms. Lillian Nakagawa
Mr. Andrew S. Nakahata and
Ms. Alison Fong
Mr. Matt and Mrs. Jessica Okada
Mr. Hironori Ogino
Mr. Steve Omori and
M:s. Linda Sekino-Omori
Mr. Phil Owyoung and
Ms. Jennifer Hamamoto
Mr. Mark Pigram and Mr. Tim Armour
Mr. Gary Sada
Mr. Randall Sakamoto
Mr. George and Mrs. Doris Sasaki
Mr. Jonathan and Mrs. Joyce Shindo
Mr. Peter Sinton
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. June Sugihara
Mr. John Fukuda and Mr. Greg and
Mrs. Alison Takata
Ms. Atsuko Takeshita
Ms. Patricia K. Wada
Ms. Yuka Walton
Mr. Wayne and Mrs. Anna Yamaguchi
Mr. Dick Yamamoto
Mr. Jiro B. Yamamoto

RUBY—
$100-$249
Ms. Penelope Aiu
Mr. Tom and Mrs. Karen S. Boyden
Mr. Jeffery and Mrs. Lily Chan
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Ms

. Stella Chu

The Coxon Family

Mr
Mr.
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Ms
Mr
Ms
Mr
Mr

Mr
Ms

. Lelandy and Ms. Eleanor Dong
. Franklin and Mrs. Nancy Fong
s. Fumi Fukuda

. Saburo and Mrs. Lucille Fukuda
. Lucky Fung

. Shig Furuta

. Carol Garvey

. Alan Gee

. Lucy Hamai

. Tak and Mrs. Bernice Hamai

s. Lynn Higa and Family

. Gary and Mrs. Janis Honda

. lan and Mrs. Teresa Honmyo

. Cathay Inamasu and Mr. Jay Wang
. Christine R. lwanaga

. Kris Iwasaki

. Brenda Jow

. Ronald and Mrs. Mimi Kagehiro
s. Susan and Mr. Jonathan Kai

. Robbin Kawabata and

Mr. Carl S. Gutekunst

Dr.

Dr.
Mr
Mr
Mr.
Mr
Ms
Mr

David Kawano and Ms. Dianne Tong
. Kayoko Kitsuda

. Kathy Kojimoto

. Jean Lee

. Frank and Mrs. Yoko Lum

. Pierre and Mrs. Gail Morin

. Haruko Nagaishi

. Rod and Mrs. Dianne Nakanishi
. Julie Nishihara

. Douglas Nomura

. Susan Obata

. Mitsufumi and Mrs. Rumi Okabe
. Linda S. Ono

. Teresa Ono

Jerry and Mrs. Eleanor Osumi

. Nick Plezbert and Ms. Mary Ann Ring
s. Nadene Russell

. Hiroshi Sakamoto

. Sam Sato

. Karen Sullivan

s. Yoko Sumida

. Marumi Suyeyasu

. Kaz Takata

. Ko and Mrs. Hisako Takemoto

. Denise Teraoka

. Gary M. Tom and Mr. Leo Joslin

. Mitch Tom

. Barbara Wada

Ms. Mari Williams
Mrs. Irene M. Wu
Mr. Ron and Mrs. Emiko Yamada
Mr. Ken and Mrs. Nancy Yokoyama Woo
Mr. David and Mrs. Jan Yonemoto
Mr. Ryan Yoshimoto
Mr. Brent Yoshifuji and
Ms. Wendy Yoshifuji-Lau and Family
Ms. Cindy Yoshifuji-Ward and
Mr. Bill Ward
Ms. Diane Yen-Mei Wong and
Mr. Nelson G. Dong

DONORS—$1-99
Ms. Sumiko Akashi
Ms. Larissa Belsky
Mrs. Mutsumi Angevine
Ms. Karen Aizawa
Ms. Jahlee Arakaki
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. B) Baba
Mr. Jack and Mrs. Jun Dairiki
Ms. Tanako Hagiwara
Mr. Tomio and Mrs. Kimi Hamai
Ms. Marsi Hidekawa
Ms. Diane Honda
Ms. Katherine Kato
Mrs. Diane Malick
Ms. Carol Michely
Ms. Doris Mizuiri
Mrs. Nana Naito and Family
Mr. Henry Nakata, Jr.
Mr. Kazuo and Mrs. Rosalyn Nanya
Mr. Lionel and Mrs. Millie Ng
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Momoe Sasaki
Mr. Theodore D. Sujishi
Mr. Reagan Taniguchi
Mr. Peter Tusa and Ms. Eiko Mouri
Mr. Kenji Tamaoki and
Ms. Linda S. Yeung
Mr. Steve and Mrs. Marilee Yoshifuji
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In Memory of
MICHAEL J. KIMURA ANGEVINE Ms. Naoko A. Ito, $1,000
Mrs. Mutsumi Angevine, $50 Mes. Patricia Ito, $1,000
DR. RICHARD BREWER TAKESHI “PETER” ITO
Dr. Emily Brewer, $2,000 Ms. Janis K. Ito, $500
LORRAINE CHOY Ms. Naoko A. Ito, $500

Ms. Patricia Ito, $500
MR. AND MRS. JOHNT.

Mr. Curtis and Mrs. Jackie Nakano, $500
MARJORIE FLETCHER

IWANAGA
Mrs. Mary Ishisaki, $500 ~/
\ Ms. Christine R. lwanaga, $100

Mr. Phil Owyoung and Mrs. Fumi Fukuda, $150

Ms. Jennifer Hamamoto, $200 Ms. Lucy Hamai, $100
Kenta and Kohta Akiyama, $150 Mr. Tak and Mrs. Bernice Hamai, $100
TERRIE TERUKO FURUTA Mr. Bernard Hata, $100
Mr. Shig Furuta, $200 Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. Yoshiko Ho, $100
BOB HAMAGUCHI Ms. Karen Sullivan, $100
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Momoe Sasaki, $50 Mr. Ryan Yoshimoto, $100

Ms. Sumiko Akashi, $50

JOYCE HATA Ms. Larissa Belsky, $50
Mr. Bernard Hata, $250 Mr. Tomio and Mrs. Kimi Hamai, $50
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Ruby Hata, $150 Ms. Carol Michely, $50
Mr. Phil Owyoung and KENNETH “KIKI” KAWABATA Ms. Patricia K. Wada, $50

Ms. Jennifer Hamamoto, $100 Ms. Teresa Ono, $100
. )

SADAME AND MITS KOJIMOTO

MARY HIDEKAWA Mr. Richard and Mrs. Ruby Hata, $50 .
Ms. Kathy Kojimoto, $200
Messrs. Matthew and Mr. Gary and Mrs. Sharon Kato, $50
Craig Yamamoto, $500 Ms. Lori Matoba and Mr. Jeff Wun, $50 BRIAN KYONO
MICHIKO HORIO Mr. Steve Omori and Mr. Bernie and Mrs. Ginger Lee, $1,000
Ms. Janet Ninomiya, $2,000 MM: L:nga Sljk;no-Omorl, $s0 Mr. Paul Osaki, $50
r. Paul Osaki, $50
TAKAKO "BUBS" HUANG jOHN.AND PAULINE LUM
s MASARU AND IDA KAWAGUCHI Dr. Craig Lum, $1,000
Ms. Mikiko Huang and ]
Mr. Marshall Stoller, $2,000 Mr. Jeffrey Kawaguchi, $2,500 SANDI MATOBA
Mr. Cyrus Stoller, $500 BARBARA ). KITAGAWA Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Akiko Arikawa, $100
Mr. Peter Sinton, $250 Mr. Gary Kitagawa’ $2,000 Ms. Linda S. Ono, $100
Mr. Don MiSUmi, $500 NOBUO ((NOB)) MIHARA
MUTSUO "MIK" KITAGAWA Ms. Karen Aizawa, $100
Ms. Jennifer Bienaime, $250 Mrs. Lynn Higa and Family, $50
MUTSUO “MIK” AND REIKO Mr. Gary and Mrs. Sharon Kato, $50
((RICKIE” KITAGAWA Mr. Pau.l Osakl, $50
Mr. John Fukuda and Mr. Greg and Ms. Lori Matoba and Mr. Jeff Wun, $30
Mrs. Alison Takata, $300 CAROLYN MITSUDA
REIKO “RICKIE” KITAGAWA Mr. Tosh Mitsuda, $1,000
Ms. Jennifer Bienaime, $250 KEI AND BARBARA MIYANO

KENT ITO

Mr. Saburo and Mrs. Lucille Fukuda, $200 | Ms. Laura Miyano and
Ms. Janis K. Ito, $1,000

Mr. lan and Mrs. Teresa Honmyo, $200 Mr. Luc Bellet, $300
continued on page 22
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In Memory of
continued from page 21

TOKUO MURAKAMI
Mrs. Shirley Murakami, $1,000

STEVEN NAKAGAWA
Mr. Paul Osaki, $50

DONALD AND ALICE NAKAHATA

Mr. Andrew S. Nakahata and
Ms. Alison Fong, $250

KAZ NAKAMOTO
Mr. Nathan and Mrs. Julie Lau, $250

HARRY AND FLORENCE
NAKAMURA

Mr. Scott and
Mrs. Sandra Nakamura, $500

GEORGE AND DIANE NAKANO

Mr. Richard and
Mrs. Janet Kashiwada, $1,000

BARON AND ALICE NISHIHARA
Ms. Julie Nishihara, $100

HIDEKI K. OKA
Mr. Pierre and Mrs. Gail Morin, $150

THELMA ONG

Anonymous, $1,000

Mr. Rod and Mrs. Dianne Nakanishi, $200
Mr. Mitsufumi and Mrs. Rumi Okabe, $100
Mrs. Nadene Russell, $100

Ms. Lori Matoba and Mr. Jeff Wun, $50
Mrs. Diane Malick, $25

Mrs. Nana Naito and Family, $25
Ms. Teresa Ono, $25

GLENN OSAKI
Mr. Paul Osaki, $350
Mrs. Lynn Higa and Family, $50

WAYNE AND SALLY OSAKI
Mr. Paul Osaki, $350

ED AND TOMI OSHIRO
Ms. Marilyn C. Oshiro, $1,000

CHESTER, MARGRET AND
JEFFREY SADA

Mr. Gary Sada, $300

DAISY SATODA
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. June Sugihara, $250

TAKEO H. AND MAYE FUJIE
SHIRASAWA

Mr. John Aaron and
Mrs. Susan Muranishi, $500

ANN T. SUYEYASU
Mr. Ted T. Suyeyasu and Family, $2,000

KATSUTO AND BESSIE TAKEI
Mr. Russell B. and Mrs. Linda Takei, $1,000

HIDEKO AND YASUO TAKESHITA
Ms. Atsuko Takeshita, $250

EDITH AND FRANK TANAKA
Mr. Kurtis Chin, $250

VIOLET TANAKA

Ms. Carol Garvey, $200

Mr. Gary and Mrs. Janis Honda, $100
Ms. Barbara Wada, $100

Mr. David and Mrs. Jan Yonemoto, $100

JOY TERAOKA
Ms. Denise Teraoka, $100

MICHAEL “SPIKE” TORIUMI
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Ruby Hata, $50

YORI AND CHIYO WADA
Ms. Patricia K. Wada, $200

FLORENCE AND KAHN YAMADA
Mr. Anthony and Mrs. Mary Shek, $1,000
NOBORU AND DOROTHY
YAMANAKA

Ms. Christine R. Iwanaga, $100

HATSY YASUKOCHI
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Akiko Arikawa, $50

YONEO "BO" YOSHIMURA
Ms. Janis K. Ito, $200

Ms. Naoko A. Ito, $200

Ms. Patricia Ito, $200

In Honor of

JENNIFER HAMAMOTO

Ms. Susan Sakuma and
Mr. Wilfred Lim, $500

Ms. Mari Williams, $100
CAROLE HAYASHINO

Anonymous, $500

WILLIE AND FUMI HOSHIYAMA
Mr. Gerald and Mrs. Gail Nanbu, $2,500

NAOKO A. ITO
Ms. Janis K. Ito, $500
Ms. Patricia Ito, $500
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DONNA KOTAKE

Mr. Kenji Tamaoki and
Ms. Linda S. Yeung, $50

IGRIS LEMBI
Lembi Family Trust, $10,000

DARLENE MASAMORI’S LINE
DANCE CLASS
Mr. Lionel and Mrs. Millie Ng, $100

LORI MATOBA

Ms. Susan Sakuma and
Mr. Wilfred Lim, $500

Kenta and Kohta Akiyama, $150
Ms. Naoko A. Ito, $100
Ms. Barbara Wada, $50

DIANE MATSUDA
Ms. Jackie Okamura, $1,000

Mr. Kyle Tatsumoto and
Ms. Carole Hayashino, $166
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In Celebration of

NORIKO MATSUDA’S 96 TH
BIRTHDAY

Mr. Franklin and Mrs. Nancy Fong, $100
Mr. Aki and Mrs. Michiko Kuramoto, $100

Mr. Brent Yoshifuji and Ms. Wendy
Yoshifuji-Lau and Family, $100

Mr. Gary and Mrs. Sharon Kato, $96

Mr. Steve Omori and
Ms. Linda Sekino-Omori, $96

TERESA ONO

Mr. Kyle Tatsumoto and Ms. Carole
Hayashino, $166

PAUL OSAKI

Ms. Diane Y. Wong and
Mr. Nelson Dong, $250

Mr. Kyle Tatsumoto and
Ms. Carole Hayashino, $166

Ms. Naoko A. Ito, $100
Ms. Patricia Ito, $100

JILL SHIRAKI
Mr. and Mrs. Akira Watanabe, $100

DR. KAY UEDA
Mr. Paul Osaki, $100

THE CENTER BOARD
Ms. Janis K. Ito, $150
Ms. Patricia Ito, $100

THE CENTER STAFF

Ms. Mikiko Huang and
Mr. Marshall Stoller, $500

Ms. Janis K. Ito, $150
Ms. Naoko A. Ito, $100
Ms. Patricia Ito, $100

We would like to recognize a donation from Ms. Shelly Hing and Mr. James

Hershon ($200), whose gift was inadvertently left out in a previous newsletter.

We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.

YOSHIFUJI NEW YEAR
Mr. Aki and Mrs. Michiko Kuramoto, $300

Mr. Gerard and
Mrs. Rosie McCormick, $300

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Karen S. Boyden, $200
Mr. Gary and Mrs. Sharon Kato, $200
Mr. Franklin and Mrs. Nancy Fong, $100
Mr. Steve Omori and

Ms. Linda Sekino-Omori, $100
Mr. Kaz Takata, $100

Ms. Cindy Yoshifuji-Ward and
Mr. Bill Ward, $100

Mr. Brent Yoshifuji and Ms. Wendy
Yoshifuji-Lau and Family, $50

Mr. Steve and Mrs. Marilee Yoshifuji, $50
ONO FAMILY HOLIDAY
GATHERINGS

Ono Family, $750

In-Kind Donations

Nomura and Co., Inc.

Mochigome for Mochitsuki Workshops and
Fundraiser

Ms. Hiroko Ichige

Mochigome and Mochiko (flour) for
Mochitsuki Workshops

Mr. Arthur Yoshii
Wooden Magnetic Hot Pot Toy
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2025 CHILDREN’S DAY FESTIVAL

in Japantown

Saturday, May 3, 2025
11:00am - 4:00pm
The Center, 1840 Sutter Street, SF

FREE and Open to the Public

Games - Arts & Crafts - Performances
- Bounce House - and more!

Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California
1840 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94115 | (415) 567-5505 | www.jccenc.org | info@jccenc.org



