Does My Immigrant Ancestor Have an A-File?
The A-Files do not document every immigrant to the United States. Use this chart to determine who
may have an A-File or other type of record created by the former Immigration and Naturalization
Service. (Adapted from chart created by Marian Smith, Chief Historian, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services). The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) Genealogy Program can be accessed
online at http://www.uscis.gov/genealogy/.
The immigrant....
Died before August 1, 1940

Will not have an A-File nor an Alien Registration Number.
Research other National Archives resources of genealogical
interest, such as ship passenger manifest lists, for
information about this individual.

Became a naturalized citizen between
September 27, 1906 and August 1, 1940

Will not have an A-File nor an Alien Registration Number.
However, you should inquire with the
USCIS Genealogy Program regarding a possible “Certificate
File” (C-File).

Became a naturalized citizen between
August 1, 1940 and March 31, 1956

Will likely not have an A-File. However, you should inquire
with the USCIS Genealogy Program regarding a possible
“Certificate File” (C-File) or 1940 Alien Registration Form.

Immigrated to the United States after April Will have an A-File. Check National Archives holdings if
1, 1944
born in 1910 or prior. Otherwise, inquire with the USCIS
Genealogy Program.
Naturalized on or after March 31, 1956

Will have an A-File. Check National Archives holdings if
born in 1910 or prior. Otherwise, inquire with the USCIS
Genealogy Program.

Registered in the United States as an alien in Was likely assigned an Alien Registration Number but will
1940 but never came back to the
not have an A-File. You can obtain a copy of their 1940
Immigration and Naturalization Service for Alien Registration Form from the USCIS Genealogy
any reason
Program.
Registered in the United States as an alien in Will have an A-File. Check National Archives holdings if
1940 and came back to the Immigration and born in 1910 or prior. Otherwise, inquire with the USCIS
Naturalization Service for any reason after Genealogy Program.
1944
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Sample Letter for NARA Case File Request
[Date]

To whom it may concern,

[Name of Researcher] has my permission to retrieve any and all documents pertaining to my internment
experience, before, during, and after WWII. She/He may also retrieve the documents of my deceased
parents [names], siblings [names], and [fill in any other people such as aunts, uncles, grandparents, and
include date of death].

Sincerely,
[Type Your Name Here (include maiden name and married name)]

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
EVACUEE CASE FILE REQUEST

1) Name of Evacuee: ___________________________________________________________
2) Date of Birth: _______________________________________________________________
3) Head of Family: _____________________________________________________________
4) Head of Family’s Date of Birth: ________________________________________________
5) Name of War Relocation Authority Center: _______________________________________
Name of Requestor: _____________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Please note that WRA evacuee case files are subject to privacy restrictions.
You can request a case file if:
_You are the subject of the file.
_You can provide signed, notarized permission in writing from the evacuee granting you
permission to see their case file (if the evacuee is still living).
_You can provide proof of death such as a copy of a death certificate, Social Security Death
Index listing, or obituary (if the subject of the file is deceased).
Please return this form and the documentation requested above to the following address:
National Archives and Records Administration
Archives 1 Reference Section (RDT1R)
700 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20408-0001
Our staff will respond to your request within approximately 10 business days.

