Sponsored by the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC)
with support from The Henri and Tomoye Takahashi Charitable Foundation

Nikkei Youth Goodwill Sports Program

To be eligible for the 2019 Program, applicants must be in grades 7-9 (12-15 years old).

The 2019 Shinzen Program is looking for youth and families that
are interested in learning about Japan, its culture, history and
people, as well as the Japanese American community. Youth
will explore and share their family history and traditions, and participate in workshops, practices and activities to help define
their personal cultural identity and prepare them for their
journey to Japan as ambassadors representing our community
in goodwill games, intercultural exchanges and homestays.
Applications available at www.jcccnc.org and DUE on 1/04/19

In 1995, the JCCCNC and the office of the Consulate
General of Japan in San Francisco agreed that
although there were a substantial number of traditional, cultural and intellectual
exchanges between the U.S. and Japan, there existed a greater need for
meaningful dialogue between youth in Japan and Japanese American youth.
Through these discussions was born the Shinzen Nikkei Youth Goodwill Program,
formed to create a more dynamic exchange between the youth and to provide
unique opportunities for the exchange of ideas and values among young people.
The Shinzen players work to achieve these goals by creating friendships at a local
level to help reinforce a future of global peace and goodwill.

Program Background

Shinzen

in Japanese means

international goodwill or
amity. This crosscultural exchange
program seeks to
promote the values
of fair play and
competition, while
fostering ties between the
Japanese and JapaneseAmerican communities.
Through spirited basketball
games, youth exchanges,
exploring and homestays,
our young ambassadors build
stronger relationships with
the people of Japan while
learning about their cultural
heritage, traditions and
identity.

親
善

Since the inaugural visit to Japan in 1997, 1200+ participants have visited Japan or
hosted a Japanese youth in their home for the Program. Over the years, Shinzen
alumni have stayed involved in the community and many have returned to Japan
to continue to foster international goodwill and connect to their cultural heritage.

For more info or to request an application, please contact:
1840 Sutter Street, San Francisco 94115
website: www.jcccnc.org/shinzen
(415) 567-5505
shinzen@jcccnc.org

Our Community, Our Future

