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WARREN T. FURUTANI

ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FIFTY FIFTH DISTRICT

October 20, 2009
Dear Community Leaders:

In December 2008, | introduced Assembly Bill 3'heav law that directs postsecondary
institutions in California to confer an honorarygdee upon each person who was forced to leave
his or her studies as a result of federal Execu@ixser 9066. In 1942, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066 which catlsedhcarceration of thousands of Japanese
Americans in detention centers during World WarAB 37 seeks to complete the unfinished
business of properly honoring those individuals sehtives were unjustly interrupted because of
our country’s misguided wartime policy.

The California Nisei College Diploma Project supgpdhe implementation of AB 37 and will
help ensure the law’s goals come to fruition. Adtealf of those affected were former students
of California’s community colleges, and few campmibave recognized these students. And
while the University of California and the CalifaarState University systems have recently
approved the issuance of honorary degrees for ttmkgye students affected by Executive
Order 9066, a difficult part remains in locating thpproximately 2500 individuals who are
impacted.

The importance of the California Nisei College Dipla Project is two-fold. First of all, the
project serves as one of the primary methods fachieg out to the Japanese American
community about AB 37. The success of AB 37 rebie®fforts such as the California Nisei
College Diploma Project to publicize the law to boees and to work with our state’s
postsecondary institutions in guiding families tgh the honorary degree granting process.
Secondly, this is a valuable opportunity for theiyger generations to learn about California and
Japanese American history, particularly the expege during World War Il. This was a time

of considerable discrimination, and while the antsy be in the past, they should not be
forgotten.

The California Nisei College Diploma Project isdgtal to the success of AB 37. We appreciate
your help in educating others about this law.

Sincerely,

Wi T Gouitind

WARREN T. FURUTANI
Assemblymember, $5District



