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“Living in Japan has affected my perception of Japanese culture dramatically.  Before coming to Japan I had expected Japan to be totally different, but once I got settled in I began to see that Japan today is not so different than the world we live in in America in there family life.  I also have begun to see why we Japanese Americans do a lot of the things we do at home, from the food we eat, to taking off our shoes when we go inside or and where we pull some of our values from.” 
– Michael Oguro, 2008 NYCHP Participant 
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 “I made my host family spam musubi.  They got a kick out of that.  They have never heard of spam before! That amazed me.  And they kept asking what it was, and I had no way to explain it. My explanation was something along the lines of, “processed meat...and salt...”  But processed was a pretty hard word to explain, so I just let them eat it and find out for themselves.  They said they liked it, but it’s hard to tell whether they meant it or not. Either way, my host family has taught me so much, so it was fun sharing my culture with them, too.”
 – Jamie Kozono, 2008 NYCH Participant
“I’ve experienced many cultural differences since I have been here. Numerous times people have begun talking to me in public asking me various questions in Japanese. For example, yesterday a man came on to the train and asked if it was going to ShinKobe station. I was able to answer, but it still surprises me that I don’t stand out as a complete foreigner. My two host families are also fascinated that I am Japanese American and ask me all kinds of questions about the things I do in America. They were all especially surprised to see photos of me doing bon odori in full kimono, and to hear of all the Japanese foods my family cooks on Oshogatsu. I think they were a little sad to find out I wasn’t fluent, but everyone has been so helpful practicing my Japanese, hiragana, and katakana.”
 – Hillary Nakano, 2008 NYCH Participant 
