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2008 JCCCNC Track Meet 

SAN FRANCISCO (June 4, 2008) – The 2008 Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) Track Meet will be held on Sunday, June 29, 2008.   
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With fun and healthy activities for all ages, your entire family, team or class can participate in a variety of track and field events at the Menlo-Atherton High School Track.  Bring lunch and picnic with your family and friends to make it a full day of fun in the sun.  Events will be held in seven age divisions, ranging from those 8 years and under to a Masters Division for those 30 and older.  The day begins with registration at 8:30 a.m., and events kicking off at 
9 a.m.  Menlo-Atherton High School Track is located at 555 Middlefield Road in Atherton.

Entry fee is only $10 per person, regardless of the number of events entered, and also includes a commemorative event t-shirt.
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To prepare for the big day, participants can take part in several practices at San Francisco’s Washington High School Track, located at 30th Avenue and Anza Street.  Practices are scheduled between 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. on Tuesday, June 17; Thursday, June 19, Tuesday, June 24 and Thursday, June 26.  Practices are also scheduled to be held on the Peninsula and in San Jose.  For more information about San Francisco practices, please call Craig Hamakawa at (415) 505-1654.  For information about Peninsula practices, call Michelle Nieda at (650) 948-4664 and for San Jose practice information, contact Tom Oshidari at (408) 257-5609.

The 2008 JCCCNC Track Meet is made possible in part by the Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame (BASHoF), Hoops for Friends Organization, Mr. Craig Hamakawa and family and the Arthur J. Gallagher Foundation.

The deadline to enter is Friday, June 13.  To download an entry form, visit the JCCCNC website athttp://www.jcccnc.org/events/apr-jun.htm#track.  For more information, call Jennifer Hamamoto at the JCCCNC at (415) 567-5505, ext. 227, or e-mail jhamamoto@jcccnc.org. 
History of the Track Meet

This year marks the third year that the JCCCNC has hosted the track meet.  This event has its roots in the San Francisco JACL Nisei Olympics, first held in 1953.  Many of the event’s organizers had participated in the Japanese YMCA Nisei Olympics, held successfully for about a decade until Japanese Americans were forced to evacuate in 1942 due to World War II.

Throughout its long history, the event was held at numerous locations, including Kezar Stadium in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco State University’s Cox Stadium, Skyline College and Chabot College in Hayward, among others.

Last year, a group of the more recent JACL track meet organizers — including San Francisco’s Craig Hamakawa and Michael “Jakes” Uyeno; Art Wong, Dean Kumagai and Hiroshi Tarumi of Sequoia and San Jose’s Tom Oshidari — approached the JCCCNC about continuing the tradition.

This year, 2008, marks the third year in a row that the JCCCNC hosts this day long event of fun for the whole family.

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions.  The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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