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Reenactment of Internees’ Arrival at ‘Journey to Tanforan’

SAN FRANCISCO (May 23, 2007) – A reenactment by the Grateful Crane Ensemble of the internees’ arrival at the Tanforan Assembly Center will be one of the highlights of the “Journey to Tanforan” program — in commemoration of the 65th anniversary of the signing of Executive Order 9066 and the opening of the Tanforan Assembly Center.

When President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 in February 1942, sending 120,000 Japanese Americans to United States concentration camps during World War II, nearly 8,000 San Francisco Bay Area Japanese Americans were first sent to Tanforan Racetrack in San Bruno.

On Saturday, June 2, 2007, everyone is welcome to join hundreds of former internees and over 50 community and faith based organizations on a “Journey to Tanforan.”

The program will commence at 10:00 a.m. at The Shops at Tanforan in San Bruno with a reenactment of the internees’ arrival at Tanforan Assembly Center.  Members of the Grateful Crane Ensemble will arrive on a bus, dressed in period clothing — a reminder to some, and a somber lesson to others, about the events that transpired 65 years ago.  Former internees and their descendants will toll a bell to remember the occasion and pay tribute to the internees that have since passed away.

The event at The Shops at Tanforan is free of charge and open to the general public.  There will be historical exhibits at The Shops at Tanforan from late May to mid-June.

Special guest speakers will include Assembly Member Gene Mullin, City of San Bruno Mayor Larry Franzella, former Tanforan internee Charles Sumimoto, Dr. Patrick Hayashi, former associate president of the University of California (UC) system and poet Janice Mirikitani.
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Featured Speaker -- Patrick Hayashi
Hayashi’s family was sent to Tanforan Assembly Center in 1942 before being transferred to Topaz, where Hayashi was born.  After the war, he grew up in Hayward, and then went on to earn his undergraduate and graduate degrees at UC Berkeley.

After finishing school, Mr. Hayashi served in the UC administration.  He was coordinator of Asian American Studies from 1971-73, special assistant to Chancellor Mike Heyman from 1986-88 and associate vice chancellor for admissions and enrollment from 1988-1999.  In 1999, he was appointed associate president for the UC system. He retired in 2005.  

He is currently a member of the advisory committee for the California Civil Liberties Public Education Program.  Hayashi has also spoken at teacher training programs in Utah held by the Utah Department of Education.  He now spends most of his time painting.

Grateful Crane Ensemble to Provide Reenactment of Arrival at Tanforan
The Grateful Crane Ensemble is a non-profit theatre company whose mission is “to create and present meaningful and entertaining bilingual programs for Japanese American seniors in appreciation of the many sacrifices they have made so the generations that followed could live a better life in America.”

The ensemble was last seen in the San Francisco Bay Area during their August 2006 production of the musical “Nihonmachi: The Place to Be,” presented by the JCCCNC.  They are also known for their “Camp Dance” play and CD.

In addition to the 10:00 a.m. program at The Shops at Tanforan, the Grateful Crane Ensemble will also perform at the reunion luncheon.

A reunion luncheon is scheduled after the program.  The luncheon will be held at the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) starting at 12:30 p.m.  Due to the popularity of this reunion, registration for the lunch is now closed.

In order to prepare for this event — the first of its kind to be organized by former internees themselves — the reunion committee requests that other former internees provide the JCCCNC with their contact information.  Former internees are strongly encouraged to bring their children and grandchildren to this event.

Commemorative Garden at The Shops at Tanforan
A 16 by 36 foot plot of land near the front of the shopping center has been dedicated by Breevast U.S., owners of The Shops at Tanforan, as the location for a Japanese garden.  This special garden will be designed by renowned landscape artists Isao Ogura and Shigeru Namba, creators of the San Francisco State University Garden of Remembrance.  A rendition of the garden will be displayed at The Shops at Tanforan.

Major funding for the event is being provided by The Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation, The Henri and Tomoye Takahashi Charitable Foundation, The James Irvine Foundation and The Shops at Tanforan, owned by Breevast U.S. and managed by General Growth Properties.

Please contact the JCCCNC at (415) 567-5505, or by e-mail to rhata@jcccnc.org with your name, mailing address, phone number and e-mail address.

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions.  The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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