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Search for Former Tanforan Assembly Center Internees 
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SAN FRANCISCO (April 16, 2007) – A search for former internees of the Tanforan Assembly Center is currently underway to help commemorate and dedicate the former assembly center.  On[image: image2.jpg]


 Saturday, June 2, 2007, beginning at 10 a.m., “Journey to Tanforan,” a program commemorating the 65th anniversary of the signing of Executive Order 9066 and the opening of the Tanforan Assembly Center will be held.  The program will take place at the present day The Shops at Tanforan in San Bruno, to be followed by a reunion lunch at the JCCCNC.

Buses from locations throughout Northern California will provide transportation for attendees, leaving from Berkeley/East Bay, Redwood City/Palo Alto, San Francisco, San Mateo and Southern Alameda County (the former Warm Springs, Centerville, etc.)

Registration forms for transportation and the lunch are now available.  In order to prepare for this event — the first of its kind to be organized by former internees themselves — the reunion committee requests that other former internees provide the JCCCNC with their contact information.  In particular, the committee is also trying to locate those internees that were born in the Tanforan Assembly Center.

Former internees are strongly encouraged to bring their children and grandchildren to this event.

Major funding is being provided by The Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation, The Henri and Tomoye Takahashi Charitable Foundation, The James Irvine Foundation and The Shops at Tanforan, owned by Breevast U.S. and managed by General Growth Properties.

In February 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, which sent 120,000 Japanese Americans to United States concentration camps during World War II.  For nearly 8,000 San Francisco Bay Area Japanese Americans who were first evacuated to Tanforan Racetrack in San Bruno, this journey marked the beginning of a several years-long revocation of their civil rights.

“Journey to Tanforan” on June 2, 2007 will commemorate these events.  Congressman Mike Honda, Assembly member Gene Mullins of South San Francisco and poet Janice Mirikitani are scheduled to be part of this historical event.  A reenactment of the evacuation and arrival at Tanforan is being planned, with members of the Grateful Crane Ensemble dressed in period clothing arriving on an old bus — a reminder to some, and a somber lesson to others, about the events that transpired 65 years ago.  Former internees and their descendants will toll a bell to remember the occasion and pay tribute to the internees that have since passed away.

The event at The Shops at Tanforan is free of charge and open to the general public.  

Please contact the JCCCNC at (415) 567-5505, or by at e-mail rhata@jcccnc.org with your name, mailing address, phone number and e-mail address.

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions.  The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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