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Search for Those Born at Tanforan Assembly Center

SAN FRANCISCO (May 4, 2007) – When President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 in February 1942, sending 120,000 Japanese Americans to United States concentration camps during World War II, nearly 8,000 San Francisco Bay Area Japanese Americans were first sent to Tanforan Racetrack in San Bruno.

At Tanforan Assembly Center — surrounded by barbed wire and where families lived in horse stalls amidst the smell of manure — 50 new lives entered into this world between May and October 1942.

On Saturday, June 2, 2007, the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) and over 20 community-based organizations will join hundreds of former internees on a “Journey to Tanforan” — a commemoration of the 65th anniversary of the signing of Executive Order 9066 and the opening of the Tanforan Assembly Center, the site on which The Shops of Tanforan now stand.

As part of this commemoration a special effort is being made to have a reunion of the babies born at Tanforan and the JCCCNC is searching for those individuals.  A list of the known births is included below.  The dates listed are as of the “Tanforan Totalizer” newsletter that announced the births:

RECORDED BIRTHS AT TANFORAN:

DATE

PARENTS



SEX
NAME
5/11/42
Bob / Michi Naruo


Girl


5/23/42
Sumiko Okayama


Boy
Hideo



Kiyoko Ebisuye


Girl
Elma

5/29/42
George / Akiko Toriyama

Boy
George



Satsuo / Kinuye Yanagi

Boy
Yoshio



David / Alice Tatsuno

Boy
Rodney



John / Mildred Davilla

Girl


5/31/42
Tosh / Oei Hibino


Boy
Tsuyoshi



Yoshio / Shigeko Matsumoto
Boy
Masashi

6/5/42

Shigetoshi / Akiye Shigio

Boy
Toshio

6/6/42

Iwao / Fuji Maruyama

Boy
Teruoki

6/8/42

Kamekichi / Asako Uchima

Boy
Thomas

6/13/42
Shigeru / Natsumi Nakamura
Girl
Michiko

6/14/42
Masayoshi / Etsuko Harada
Girl
Cecilia

6/15/42
Duke / Mary Miyake


Girl
Tamiko

6/16/42
Robert / Shirley Kitajima

Boy
Richard



Hisakazu / Shizue Nakagawara
Boy
Harry

6/19/42
Yoshio / Michiko Nehira

Girl
Keiko

6/28/42
Jitsuzo / Fusaye Nakamoto
Boy
Katsumi



Nobusuke / Kimiko Nakanishi
Boy
Royal

6/30/42
Shinko Fukuda


Boy
Koichi

DATE

PARENTS



SEX
NAME
6/30/42
Yukiko Motoyoshi


Girl
Miyuki

7/1/42

Hays / Moyoko Someya

Boy
Masashi

7/2/42

James / Yayeko Nakagawa
Girl
Karen

7/7/42

Nobuo / Shigeko Niitsuma

Girl
Takako

7/9/42

John / Jane Okutsu


Girl
Janice



Tosh / Yaeko Aso


Girl
Nami



Umejiro / Tamako Kuritsubo
Boy
Satoshi



Matsuo / Miyoshi Minami

Boy
Seigi

7/17/42
George / Tomie Nakano

Girl
Carol

7/26/42
Shinobu / Tamayo Tani

Girl
Nancy

7/27/42
Thomas / Yukiyo Inuzuka

Girl
Noriko



Katsuo / Tokiko Tanaka

Girl

8/1/42

Eiji / Fumiko Kikugawa

Girl
Saronie



Kazuo / Tatsuye Haraguchi
Boy
Ben

8/4/42

Toshio / Chizuko Oka

Girl
Akiko

8/10/42
Milgiades / Akiya Pontillas

Boy

8/13/42
Hanshiro / Ume Nihei

Girl
Fumiko



Kazuo / Eleanor Shikano

Girl
Eleanor

8/14/42
Charles / Frances Araki

Boy
Phillip

8/14/42
Yoshio / Tsuneko Watanabe
Girl
Mitsuko

8/19/42
Jinsuke / Kasumi Toji

Boy
Masahiro

8/26/42
Satori / Kimiyo Sekigahama
Girl
Yoshimi

DATE

PARENTS



SEX
NAME
9/18/42
Tatsuko Kanazawa


Boy
Dennis

9/19/42
Shizue Ishida


Girl

9/24/42
Kotoyo Otani



Boy

9/25/42
Kisayo Fujiki



Boy

9/30/42
Yoshiko Takahashi


Boy

10/1/42
Sumi Kaneko



Boy



Kimi Yamashita


Girl

If you have current  information about any of the above individuals, or any other person born at the Tanforan Assembly Center, please contact Teresa Ono at the JCCCNC at (415) 567-5505 or e-mail tono@jcccnc.org. 

“JOURNEY TO TANFORAN”

Everyone is welcome to join the “Journey to Tanforan” event which is being held on Saturday, June 2, 2007, beginning at 10 a.m. at The Shops of Tanforan in San Bruno.

Congressman Mike Honda, Assembly Member Gene Mullins of South San Francisco and poet Janice Mirikitani are scheduled to be part of this historic event.  A reenactment of the evacuation and arrival at Tanforan is being planned, with members of the Grateful Crane Ensemble dressed in period clothing arriving on an old bus — a reminder to some, and a somber lesson to others, about the events that transpired 65 years ago.  Former internees and their descendants will toll a bell to remember the occasion and pay tribute to the internees that have since passed away.

Major funding for the event is being provided by The Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation, The Henri and Tomoye Takahashi Charitable Foundation, The James Irvine Foundation and The Shops at Tanforan, owned by Breevast U.S. and managed by General Growth Properties.

The event at The Shops at Tanforan is free of charge and open to the general public.  

In addition to the main program, June 2 will also mark a very special ground breaking ceremony for a Tanforan Assembly Center commemorative garden.  A 16 by 36 foot plot of land near the front of the shopping center has been dedicated by Breevast U.S., owners of The Shops at Tanforan, as the location for a Japanese garden.  This special garden will be designed by renowned landscape artists Mr. Isao Ogura and Mr. Shigeru Namba, creators of the San Francisco State University Garden of Remembrance.

Buses from locations throughout Northern California will provide transportation for attendees, leaving from Berkeley/East Bay, Redwood City/Palo Alto, San Francisco, San Mateo and Southern Alameda County (the former Warm Springs, Centerville, etc.).  The cost for transportation is $20 per person but free to those individuals age 90 and older.

A reunion luncheon is scheduled after the program.  The luncheon will be held at the JCCCNC starting at 12:30 pm and the price is $20 per person, $10 for youth 12 years and younger and free for individuals 90 and older.  

Registration forms for transportation and the reunion lunch are now available.  In order to prepare for this event — the first of its kind to be organized by former internees themselves — the reunion committee requests that other former internees provide the JCCCNC with their contact information.  Former internees are strongly encouraged to bring their children and grandchildren to this event.

Please contact the JCCCNC at (415) 567-5505, or by e-mail to rhata@jcccnc.org with your name, mailing address, phone number and e-mail address.

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions.  The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.

#  #  #
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