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Takeo Okamoto Community Leadership Award Seeking Nominations For 2007
San Francisco (April 4, 2007) – Nominations for the 2007 Takeo Okamoto Community Leadership Award are now being accepted by the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC).  This award will be presented to an individual who embodies a spirit that is modest, scholarly, and who has positively impacted the Japanese American community through their long-term commitment. Created by his children, this award honors the memory of Takeo Okamoto who was renowned for his leadership and dedication to the community, consistently exemplifying a strong, yet quiet and unassuming manner.  Past award recipients include Wallace Nunotani, Shigeru Thomas Kizuka, Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese and Eddie Moriguchi.
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During his career, Mr. Okamoto was never on the cover of Time Magazine, nor seen rubbing elbows in a crowd of San Francisco’s social elite, but for him, it didn’t matter.  Those who knew Mr. Okamoto describe him in the most respectful and thoughtful terms.  The epitome of a second generation Japanese American, complete with stoic veneer and soft center, Takeo Okamoto worked endless hours to provide for his family while instilling in his daughter and two sons and future generations, the values of respect, humility and integrity. What gave him his ability to lead was not expressed through the volume of voice or boastful demeanor, but rather transmitted through the quality of his character.
A long list of honors and experiences, Mr. Okamoto was born in 1908 in San Francisco but was raised in Japan. At the young age of 17, he to returned to San Francisco where he graduated from Lowell High School and the University of California. At the start of World War II, Mr. Okamoto and his family including his wife, parents, and two small children were evacuated and interned, but shortly after, Mr. Okamoto was transferred to Colorado where he taught Japanese at the Naval Language School, University of Colorado.  After the war, Mr. Okamoto returned to San Francisco and excelled in insurance sales, becoming a top salesman for Occidental and Fireman’s Insurance companies.  At the peak of racial discrimination, he managed to find his path and assist the community in an industry where Japanese Americans could find no other service.
“It was my father’s unspoken belief that he would provide for the family. He became a star salesman for insurance companies after the war focusing on those who could not obtain insurance. It was certainly about business, but he was honest -- there was no alternative. It was just who he was,” recalls his  son Allen who now owns T. Okamoto & Co.  
In 1946, Mr. Okamoto and his family returned to San Francisco where he established the first Nisei real estate brokerage firm in the Bay Area, T. Okamoto & Co. In 1991, the San Francisco Association of Realtors named Mr. Okamoto an honorary member for life of their organization for his exemplary service to his clients and profession.  Mr. Okamoto was a founding member of four organizations established to serve the Japanese-American community: the Japanese Businessmen's Club, the San Francisco Japanese-American Citizen's League, the Japanese Culture and Community Center of Northern California and the Kokusei Kai Shigin Group. 

Nominations for this award from the community are welcomed.  For a nomination form, or for more information, please contact JCCCNC at 415.567.5505.  Nominations forms must be completed and submitted by Monday, June 25, 2007.  
About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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