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Author and Illustrator Highlight Lessons Learned from Issei

San Jose Book Talk, Signing May 19
For more than ten years, Palo Alto author and educator Tsukasa Matsueda conducted interviews with the Peninsula Issei—immigrants who came directly from Japan in the early 20th century. The result is Issei, the Shadow Generation published earlier this year and the subject of a book talk and signing co-sponsored by the Yu-Ai Kai Japanese American Community Senior Service Center and the Japanese American Museum of San Jose (JAMsj). The event will take place at Yu-Ai Kai, 588 North Fourth Street, San Jose Japantown, Saturday, May 19, 1:00 pm. Jack Matsuoka, whose cartoon sketches are featured in the book, will also be present 
“To do the best they could for the sake of their children—kodomo no tame ni—was absolutely central to the existence of these remarkable pioneers, most of whom are gone now,” said Matsueda. He added that teaching their children to accept life with all its absurdities and confusions was only part of a very complex childrearing philosophy. So it is not surprising, he continues, that many Nisei—the children of the Issei who were born in the United States—had little idea how their own characters were shaped by their parents. 

Through anecdotes that Matsueda culled from railroad workers, florists, miners, fishermen, housewives and businesspeople, we see for the first time how their values—both taught and modeled -- enabled those that followed to adapt and succeed.

In addition to outlining many traditional childrearing practices and cultural values, Issei, the Shadow Generation reminds us that the Japanese were already adept borrowers before they arrived on our shores. In Japan, religious ideas had been borrowed from China and India. Technology had been adapted from the West to make the country more prosperous. So when the Issei immigrated, instead of clinging only to the old ways, as many immigrants did, it was natural for them to adapt what was good and practical about their new country. The Issei remembered the past to understand the present. Without letting go of their traditions or core values, explains Matsueda, they readily accepted the reality of change, creating a remarkable model for immigration as a whole.

Tsukasa Matsueda lived much of the story he tells in Issei, the Shadow Generation. A Nisei born in Stockton, he grew up in San Mateo in a distinctly ethnic community. During World War II, as a teenager, he was incarcerated with his Issei parents, first at the Stockton Assembly Center and later at concentration camps in Rowrer, Arkansas and Tule Lake, California. 

After his release from the camps, Matsueda joined the US Army and served with the 525th Military Intelligence. After the war, he made his career in education with a BA from the University of California at Berkeley, an MA from San Francisco State University, and an EdD from the University of Massachusetts. He taught history and social studies at Sequoia Union High School in Redwood City for 33 years, interrupted by two years as a Fulbright Exchange Teacher in Japan where he taught for two years at the University of Niigata and the attached Junior High School in Niigata City. He later taught Japanese American Ethnic Studies at Stanford University and San Jose State University.

After retirement, Matsueda served as a case manager for the Japanese-speaking clientele of Yu-Ai-Kai, the Japanese American Community Senior Service in San Jose for ten years. His daily contact with Issei at Yu-Ai Kai contributed to the gestation for his book. He intentionally omitted names from the quotes to present broader representations of cultural values and attitudes, and to allow the reader to formulate his/her own image of Issei they knew. He conducted the majority of the interviews at Yu-Ai Kai. Matsueda and his wife June are long-time residents of Palo Alto.      

The book talk/signing is free and open to the public. For further information and to reserve a seat, contact Julie Hubbard at Yu-Ai Kai, (408) 294-2505.
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