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“Sesame Street’s” Alan and Puppeteers to Perform at the JCCCNC on Children’s Day, May 5th
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SAN FRANCISCO (April 20, 2007) – 

“Sesame Street’s” Alan Muraoka, puppeteers Pam Arciero and Jennifer Barnhart and their puppet friends will celebrate Kodomo no Hi (Children’s Day) on Saturday, May 5 at the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) in San Francisco’s Japantown.
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At 11 a.m., sing and dance with all of our visitors from the Emmy Award winning series “Sesame Street” as they learn about Children’s Day and perform favorite tunes from the hit children’s show as well as Japanese children’s songs.

Alan Muraoka is most recognizable for his role in the Emmy Award winning series, “Sesame Street,” where he plays “Alan,” the proprietor of Hooper’s Store.  JCCCNC audiences will also recognize him from “Opening Doors: Asian Americans on Broadway” at the Brava, in which he directed and performed, and in “A Salute to the Stars.”  He has appeared in six Broadway shows; the recent revival of “Pacific Overtures,” “Mail,” “Shogun, the Musical,” “My Favorite Year,” “The King and I”(with Lou Diamond Phillips and Donna Murphy), and most notably “Miss Saigon,” where he played the lead role of the Engineer.

Pam Arciero is a principal puppeteer with “Sesame Street” and “Between the Lions,” performing numerous characters, most notably Grundgetta Grouch and Leona Lion, respectively. She has worked on many adult and children’s programs including “Blue’s Clues Blue’s Room,” “Chappell’s Show,” “Allegra’s Window,” “The Wubbulous World of Dr. Seuss,” “TV Funhouse,” “Eureeka’s Castle” and “The Great Space Coaster.”

“I am so looking forward to this show,” says Arciero.  “I was born and raised in Hawaii, and I am of Japanese, Hawaiian and Italian decent (so) Boys’ Day was a pretty big event around my house!  I also attended SF State for one year of undergraduate school, so this feels like coming home in a lot of ways.”
Arciero’s fellow puppeteer, Jennifer Barnhart, is an award-winning original cast member of Broadway’s “Avenue Q.”  As a puppeteer, she has performed on “Sesame Street” as well as “Between the Lions,” “Bear in the Big Blue House,” “Oobi” and “Johnny and the Sprites.”

This talented group of performers will be accompanied by puppets specially made for this Children’s Day show.  Both people and puppets will be available for a post-show autograph and photo session, as well as a hands-on puppet making and puppeteering station at the Kodomo no Hi Festival.

Tickets are $8 for JCCCNC members, $12 general or $15 at the door, and include the post-show autograph and photo session.  To purchase tickets in advance, call the JCCCNC at (415) 567-5505 or 567-5505, or download the ticket order form at http://www.jcccnc.org/events/documents/07may05PuppetShowORDERFORM.pdf.

Kodomo no Hi Festival

The Kodomo no Hi Festival will be held from noon to 4:00 p.m.  Participants of all ages can learn about Children’s Day traditions and Japanese culture through fun activities, entertainment and hands-on arts and crafts to take home.

The festival — which is free and open to the public — will also feature Hinamatsuri (Girls Day) and Tango no Sekku (Boys Day) doll exhibits, food and an art contest.

Kimono Dressing

On Children’s Day, the JCCCNC, in conjunction with the Consulate General of Japan-San Francisco, presents the rare opportunity to dress your child in a traditional Japanese kimono.  Take photos that your family will treasure for a lifetime.

Space is very limited and certain restrictions apply.  The fee for kimono dressing is $15 per child for JCCCNC members, and $25 general.

Reservations must be made in advance by calling the JCCCNC at (415) 567-5505.

This year marks the JCCCNC’s 15th annual Kodomo no Hi celebration, held in recognition of the national holiday of Japan, which was established in 1948 by the Japanese government to promote the welfare and well-being of their children.

This year’s festival is sponsored by the JCCCNC, Wells Fargo Asian Connection Bay Area, Consulate General of Japan-San Francisco, Kristi Yamaguchi’s Always Dream Foundation, Cray-Pas Sakura of America and Sanrio, Inc.

Participating organizations include ABC Preschool, Christ United Presbyterian Church (CUPC), Clarendon Elementary School, Gen Taiko, International Karate League, Japanese Community Youth Council (JCYC), JCCCNC Ukulele, Michiya Hanayagi Dance Group, Nihonmachi Little Friends, Nobiru-kai, Pine United Methodist Church, SambAsia, San Francisco Kendo Association and the UC Berkeley Nikkei Student Union.

All Kodomo no Hi events will be held in the Nisei Community Hall (gymnasium) of the JCCCNC, located at 1840 Sutter St. in San Francisco’s Japantown.

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.

#  #  #




Grundgetta Grouch (left) of “Sesame Street” and her puppeteer, Pam Arciero
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