PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT

For Immediate Release
Contact:

Susan Haramoto, sharamoto@jcccnc.org

Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California

1840 Sutter Street  (  San Francisco, CA  94115

415.567.5505  (  www.jcccnc.org

JCCCNC Welcomes Incoming Board Members
San Francisco (February 27, 2007) – The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) recently announced two newly elected members on its Board of Directors. 
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Ms. Shari Fujii
San Francisco, CA

Shari Fujii is an independent marketing consultant specializing in the consumer products, licensing, technology, and financial services industries.  She has an impressive career in marketing for national firms such as Charles Schwab & Co., Inc.; BabyCenter (a subsidiary of Johnson & Johnson, Inc.); Google, Inc.; Yodlee; Dreyer’s Grand Ice Cream; The Walt Disney Company, Kraft Foods, Hunt-Wesson, Inc.; and Nestle.  She believes getting involved with the Nikkei community will help her to explore her cultural heritage.  She recalls her younger days when there wasn’t any regular interaction with the Nikkei community, “Having grown up in a suburb of Portland, Oregon as a sansei, my exposure to the Japanese American community was limited to JACL Christmas parties and Nisei Veterans’ picnics. My family was the only Asian family in our city when we were young…”  Now she says she deeply values the immense dedication of the community leaders, staff, partners, supporters, and volunteers who keep JCCCNC’s mission alive, and she feels enthusiastic about joining the JCCCNC board of directors to help support its mission, too.  Other Japanese American organizations she is now affiliated with include the Japan America Student Conference, Alumni & Supporter; Japan Society of Northern California, Japanese American Citizens' League, Japanese American National Museum, National Japanese American Historical Society, and the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco.  Shari received a masters degree from the Anderson School at UCLA, and a bachelors degree from Stanford University.  She is now a resident of San Francisco, California.
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Mr. Jonathan Shindo
Concord, CA

Jonathan Shindo is the Group Senior Vice President of Greater Bay Bank.  He is responsible for overall operations of this East Bay community bank since last summer.  He is very well respected in the banking industry where he has over 15 years experience at Wells Fargo Bank. He first became involved with the JCCCNC when his children participated in the Shinzen USA Nikkei Youth Goodwill Program.  Through the Shinzen program he realized the importance of keeping the culture alive so as not to lose sight of his Nikkei heritage.  When asked what made him decide to join the JCCCNC board of directors, he replied, “I believe the JCCCNC fills an important need to keep and promote the Japanese American culture not only to the American public and people of Japan, but especially to the JA community.  As the community becomes more diverse and with so many things vying for people’s time, it is easy to lose touch with their heritage.”  Other community organizations he is affiliated with include the Berkeley Rotary, Japanese American Religious and Cultural Center, and the San Pablo University Avenue Merchants Association.  He graduated with a degree in business administration and marketing from the University of Minnesota.  He and his family reside in the East Bay.
The 2007 JCCCNC Board of Directors consists of Officers and Directors.  Officers include Kaz Maniwa, Chairman; Donna Kotake, President; Rumi Okabe, Senior Vice President; Ted Yamasaki, Vice President; Kyle Tatsumoto, Corporate Secretary; Teresa Serata, Chief Finance Officer; and Allen Okamoto, Ex-Officio.  Directors include Terry Akiyama, Sherilyn Chew, Shari Fujii, Dianne Fukami, David Fukuda, Scott Hayashi, Lynn Higa, Yo Hironaka, Daro Inouye, Andy Ishibashi, Bob Kawamoto, Donna Kimura, Jeff Maruyama, Kurt Osaki, Charlene “Chuck” Shimada, and Jonathan Shindo.
About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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