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What it Means to be Okinawan - A Presentation by Professor Ikue Kina, Ph.D.
SAN FRANCISCO (February 27, 2007) - The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) presents a fascinating presentation by Ikue Kina, Ph.D., Associate Professor of American Literature from the College of Law and Letters, University of the Ryukyus, in Okinawa, Japan on Wednesday, March 14, 2007, at 4:30 p.m. at the JCCCNC, 1840 Sutter Street, San Francisco.

On the world map, Okinawa is a small dot in the Pacific Ocean, but it once was an independent kingdom -- the Kingdom of the Ryukyus.  Today, with its population of over 1.3 million, Okinawa has developed its own unique history and culture separate from Japan.  In addition, there are approximately 300,000 Okinawan descendants living abroad, some of them of fifth generation, and many of them are actively engaged in the society and make the best use of their international way of thinking and flexibility.

In today’s world, what does it mean to be Okinawan?  Is there a “good answer” to this question? Professor Kina believes that this question raises more questions than answers.  But for now, she is perfectly comfortable relating herself as an Okinawan and believes her comfort comes from her confidence and understanding of what her ancestors and community hope that she can pass on, not only to future generations of Okinawans but also to the people she meets all over the world.

In her multi-media presentation, Professor Kina will discuss her personal way of living as an Okinawan, which is inspired by the spirit and wisdom that she embraces from her family and community, and the uniqueness of the Okinawan culture.
Join us for this interesting presentation and light refreshments.  This event is free and open to the public.  For more information or to reserve your seat, please contact the JCCCNC at (415) 567-5505 or programsevents@jcccnc.org.
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About Ikue Kina, Ph.D.
Born in Shuri, part of present Naha city in Okinawa, in 1967.  Professor Kina graduated from the University of the Ryukyus in 1991 and went to the U.S. to obtain her Master’s and Ph.D. in English at Indiana University of Pennsylvania through a scholarship from Okinawa Prefecture.  She started teaching American literature at the University of the Ryukyus in 1996, and is currently an Associate Professor at the University of the Ryukyus. 
About the JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions.  The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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