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SAN FRANCISCO (February 9, 2007) - The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) presents a timely lecture by Dr. Rebecca Chiyoko King-O’Riain, lecturer for the Department of Sociology at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth, on Wednesday, March 21, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. at the JCCCNC, 1840 Sutter Street, San Francisco.

With a low rate of immigration and a high rate of interracial marriage, Japanese Americans today are composed of the Asian ethnic group with the largest proportion of mixed-race members.  Within Japanese American communities, increased participation by mixed-race members, along with concerns about over assimilation, has led to a search for cultural authenticity, giving new answers to today’s question, “Who is Japanese American?”  
During this lecture, author Dr. King-O’Riain examines this question and presents her newest book, “Pure Beauty: Judging Race in Japanese American Beauty Pageants.”  Through her extensive research and knowledge, Dr. King-O’Riain will discuss the changing demographics in our Japanese American communities, the history these pageants have played and the importance and impossibility of racial purity.  There are similar parallels to the ethnicity rules in long-standing sports leagues and/or community organizations that used to base participation on being “Japanese.”  First organized to give Nikkei an opportunity to participate in social and recreational activities, there are now concerns about the sustainability of these leagues/organizations, many of which are no longer active or have already adapted to new policies regarding ethnicity.

Join us for this interesting lecture and light refreshments.  For more information or to reserve your seat, please contact the JCCCNC at (415) 567-5505 or programsevents@jcccnc.org.
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About Dr. Rebecca Chiyoko King-O’Riain
Dr. King-O’Riain received her PhD (1998) in Sociology from the University of California at Berkeley.  She taught and was chair of the Sociology Department at the University of San Francisco before joining the department of Sociology at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth in January of 2004 as a lecturer. She has published most recently in the Journal of Asian American Studies, Amerasia Journal and in a number of edited books on multi-raciality.

About the Book
In Pure Beauty, Dr. Rebecca Chiyoko King-O’Riain tackles the question, Who is Japanese American, by studying a cultural institution: Japanese American community beauty pageants in San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle, and Honolulu. King-O’Riain employs rich ethnographic fieldwork to discover how these pageants seek to maintain racial and ethnic purity amid shifting notions of cultural identity. She uses revealing in-depth interviews with candidates, queens, and community members, her experiences as a pageant committee member, and archival research to establish both the importance and impossibility of racial purity. Pure Beauty shows how racial and gendered meanings are enacted through the pageants, and reveals their impact on Japanese American men, women, and children. 

King-O’Riain concludes that the mixed-race challenge to racial understandings of Japanese American-ness does not necessarily mean an end to race as we know it and asserts that race is work-created and re-created in a social context. Ultimately, she determines that the concept of race, fragile though it may be, is still one of the categories by which Japanese Americans are judged.

About the JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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