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Shamisen Concert Featuring Two-Time Japan National Champion - Masahiro Nitta
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SAN FRANCISCO (November 27, 2006) - The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) presents a Shamisen Concert featuring two-time Japan national champion, Masahiro Nitta on Thursday, January 11, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. at the JCCCNC Nisei Community Hall at 1840 Sutter Street, San Francisco. 
This concert will highlight traditional and contemporary Shamisen music while also fusing the sounds of jazz, rock, folk and world music.  Also performing with Nitta is the first foreigner to almost win the National Shamisen Competition, Kevin Kmetz, with members of Estradasphere and fellow Shamisen player, Mike Penny.


Masahiro Nitta, at the age of 22, is becoming one of the fastest growing masters of Shamisen in Japan.  As Masahiro continues to foster his love of the Shamisen, he follows in the footsteps of his father, Hiroshi, who has been playing the Shamisen for over 35 years.  Blending the traditional sounds of the shamisen with a variety of instruments, from taiko drums, to bass and saxophone, as well as the music of different countries such as Irish folk songs, mambo, jazz and other world music, Masahiro is truly an interesting and exciting performer to see.  Some say he is even better than the Yoshida Brothers, who have brought Tsugaru Shamisen to international fame.
Since witnessing his father’s victory in 1997 as the National Tsugaru Shamisen Champion, Masahiro has gone on to win the All-Japan Junior/Senior High School Competition, the National Tsugaru Shamisen Competition in consecutive years (2001-02) and once as the youngest ever, the Japanese Folk Music Association Tsugaru Shamisen All-Japan Competition (2002) and has released two solo CDs (Shamisen Kid, King Records 2001 and Yuki, King Records 2002) and three with his father, as Nitta Oyako (Takumi and Wagokoro, Sony 2004, and RA, Sony 2005).  This will be his first performance in the San Francisco Bay Area.
Kevin Kmetz was raised in Japan and studied the art of Tsugaru Shamisen from Master Akihito Narumi in Aomori, Japan, in Tokyo with Shinichi Kinoshita and Toyoaki Fukushi (who trained Agatsuma).  He placed second at the National Tsugaru Shamisen Competition in May 2006, the highest placing foreigner in this competition.  He is also the first foreigner in history to work as a pioneer of the Japanese Shamisen (outside of Japan) mixing it with rock, jazz and a variety of world music.

Proceeds from this event will benefit the Shinzen USA Nikkei Youth Goodwill Program, sponsored by the JCCCNC.  Concert tickets are $10 JCCCNC members, $12 students / seniors, $16 general.  Tickets can be purchased at the JCCCNC starting December 11, 2006, through January 9, 2007.  For more information or to reserve your seats, please contact the JCCCNC at 415.567.5505 or programsevents@jcccnc.org.  For groups of 10 or more, please contact Lori Matoba for discounted pricing.
About the JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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