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JCCCNC’s Mochitsuki Workshop on December 29th & 30th
San Francisco (November 30, 2006) – The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) will be hosting the traditional community activity of rice pounding at its annual Mochitsuki Workshop on Friday, December 29, 2006, and Saturday, December 30, 2006.  It’s a wonderful way for all ages to take part in this Japanese New Year’s tradition, learning and sharing with friends and family during this joyous time.
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The workshop will be directed by Mr. George Yamada who previously owned Yamada-Seika, a manju-ya in San Francisco Japantown which he operated for 36 years.  He is happy to share his experience and knowledge with those who want to learn the art of mochi making.  He will demonstrate the unique method of making rice cakes using a Mochi pounding machine.  After the rice pounding, participants will learn to hand shape the mochi into small cakes, and then participants will be able to take two (2) pounds of Mochi home with them to bring good luck to the new year.  
The workshop fee is $10.00 per person.  Children under 5 years of age are free with a paid adult during the same shift.  An adult must accompany children who are under ten years of age.  People of all ages can participate in the process.
If you wish to participate in the rice pounding, please call and note the shift you would like to attend (space is limited).  The following are the available shifts for Friday afternoon and Saturday afternoon:
· Shift 1(3:00pm-3:30pm)

· Shift 2 (3:30pm-4:00pm)

· Shift 3 (4:00pm-4:30pm)

· Shift 4 (5:00pm-5:30pm)
· Shift 5 (5:30pm-6:00pm)
Please contact Ken Maeshiro at the JCCCNC at 415.567.5505, Extension 239, to register for your shift before the December 15th deadline. 
About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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