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JCCCNC’s Cultural Historical Roots Tour to Japan

SAN FRANCISCO (August 17, 2006) – The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) presents a Historical Tour to Japan.  From November 14 to 22, 2006, the tour will visit Yokohama, Yamaguchi, Hiroshima, and Okinawa, on this -9day privately guided tour.  Tour participants will gain new experiences and insight into each geographic area examining and participating in their history, culture, food, art and meeting various individuals.  
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In Yokohama, tour participants will visit the Japanese Overseas Migration Museum, and the Curry Museum.  In Yamaguchi, tour participants will visit the Oshima Island and their Museum dedicated to the Oshima residents that immigrated to various countries during the Meiji and Taisho area..  In Hiroshima, tour participants will visit the Peace Memorial Park and Museum.  The last part of the tour will be spent in Naha, capital city of Okinawa.  The tour will visit one of the top tourist destinations in Okinawa, Kokusai Dori, or "International Street," which is a mile long selection of food, shopping, music, and an overall view of Okinawan culture.  This tour ends on the day before Thanksgiving in the US. 
According to the statistics provided by the Japan International Cooperation Agency, (JICA), the majority of individuals who left Japan during the late Meiji (1868-1910) and Taisho era (1910-1925) were from the Prefectures of Wakayama, Kumamoto, Fukuoka, Yamaguchi and Hiroshima;

	Hiroshima:
	109,893

	Okinawa

Yamaguchi:
	89,424

57,837

	Kumamoto:
	76,802

	Fukuoka:
	57,684


Many of these early descendants from these Prefectures are residing in the SF/Bay Area 

and have reflected an interest and desire to learn more about the physical and cultural environment of their ancestral roots.
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This tour is being designed to reconnect and introduce Japanese Americans to their ancestral roots and to gain a deeper understanding of their historical past with Japan.  The JCCCNC encourages both first-time travelers as well as seasoned travelers to participate in this historical intergenerational tour of Japan.  JCCCNC hopes that this will be an opportunity for Nisei to take their Sansei children and Yonsei grandchildren to Japan to discover and learn about Japan and the Prefectures, from which their Issei parents, grandparents and great-grandparents immigrated, so that personal Nikkei family histories can be better understood and preserved.

Free time will be allowed in each of the Prefectures for possible mini-family reunions over a meal; visits to family burial sites, and for participants to wander the same areas that their ancestors did for hundreds of years.  Due to time constraints, the tour is not able to visit every city within each Prefecture. However, our hope is for the tour participants to develop a better sense of the Issei generation and the courage that it must have taken to leave their family, friends and neighborhoods to come to an unknown future in the United States.  Today, Japanese Americans of all generations are able to walk proudly because of the first steps that the Issei took to come to America. 

This group tour will be led by Ms. Diane Matsuda.  Ms. Matsuda is an experienced group tour leader, and has been conducting group tours to Japan on behalf of the JCCCNC for over ten years.

A pre-tour lecture workshop on Saturday, September 16th, at 2:00pm, will be held to educate tour participants on the history of Japanese emigration to the United States, the Meiji era period of emigration of Japanese to other countries, family Kamons, and hints on traveling in Japan.  The pre-tour lecture workshop will be hosted by Mr. Shigeru Kojima, head researcher of the Japanese Overseas Migration Museum, one of the highlighted venues on the tour.  This pre-tour lecture is included in the price of the tour.

A post-optional tour is also available to tour participants to explore Tokyo on November 22nd – 24th. 

The tour is in cooperation with the Consulate General of Japan, the Prefectural Governments, All Nippon Airlines, and Kintetsu International Travel.

The tour is open to all persons and is limited to 25 participants.  The per person cost is approximately $2,550 (based on double occupancy) for a JCCCNC Member, and $2,600 (based on double occupancy) for a non-member.  The cost includes round trip airfare from San Francisco to Tokyo, flights to and from Okinawa, ground transportation, hotel accommodations, all breakfasts, one lunch, and two dinners, admission fees, baggage transfers, taxes and handling fees.  Participants MUST purchase their roundtrip air through JCCCNC, as frequent flyer miles or free tickets will not be accepted.  

To inquire about this JCCCNC Historical Tour, please call JCCCNC at 415.567.5505.

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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