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Union Bank Contributes $10,000 to “Asian Americans on Broadway” Show

Shuttle Service from Japantown Added

SAN FRANCISCO (October 1, 2006) – The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) is proud to announce Union Bank of California as a corporate sponsor for the “Asian Americans on Broadway: Opening Doors” concert this month.
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"We welcome Union Bank to the family of prestigious sponsors of our Asian Americans on Broadway event in San Francisco," said Paul Osaki, Executive Director of the JCCCNC.  “We not only welcome them, but we are grateful to their support of JCCCNC, a non-profit community center, this year and all of the past years.”
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This three-show concert is a marquee stop in honoring Asian Americans in the entertainment and performing arts industry who have broken barriers for aspiring Asian Americans.  “Fifty years ago there were only a handful of Asian American actors, and performing jobs on Broadway were few and far between.  Along the way there have been many great Asian Americans who changed the faces of film, theatre and television, and also made gigantic contributions to the entertainment industry worldwide.  Today there are much more opportunities for aspiring Asian American actors with each passing year,” comments Paul Osaki.  “Union Bank’s presence will help to raise this already first class event to even greater heights.”
Major corporate sponsors include Citibank, Union Bank of California, AT&T, and Comcast.  Other sponsors include: The Seligman Family Foundation, Kristi Yamaguchi’s Always Dream Foundation, and 3D Investments.
For VIP ticket holders, the JCCCNC has secured the Butterfly Restaurant in San Francisco to provide catering services during the pre-show reception.  Chef Rob Lam will feature many of his innovative California-Asian cuisine from his restaurant located on the Embarcadero – like Kalua Pig with Butter Lettuce Cups and Duck Confit Spring Rolls – and other dishes made from locally grown ingredients.  Chef Lam has received numerous restaurant awards including 2003's "Rising Star Chef" by The Chronicle, and an Award of Excellence by Wine Spectator.  To purchase, or to upgrade to, VIP tickets, please contact the JCCCNC at 415.567.5505.

Another additional option is the door to door shuttle service which is available to all ticket holders for a nominal cost of $10 per roundtrip.  The shuttle service will operate between JCCCNC at 1840 Sutter Street, and the Brava Theater Center at 2781 24th Street.  “Many ticket holders from our community have requested a shuttle service,” commented Paul Osaki, “We agree that a shuttle ride will eliminate hassles with the traffic, eliminate uncertainty if you are unfamiliar with the streets, avoid parking fees, and allow time to relax before arriving at the theater. That is why we have added on this convenient shuttle service before and after each show.”
About “Asian Americans on Broadway: Opening Doors”

On October 13th and 14th, the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) will host the ASIAN AMERICANS ON BROADWAY: OPENING DOORS concert.  The 90-minute concert will be held at the Brava Theater, San Francisco, with a pre-show VIP reception and auction for VIP ticket holders on the first night.   

This concert performance is the return of the "Salute to the Stars" performers from last year's gala event which honored the lifetime achievements of some of the greatest Japanese American performers to grace the silver screen and Broadway stage.  This New York produced 90-minute concert will feature Broadway's biggest hits over the years with personal anecdotes from the performers on how these songs have influenced or inspired them on their path to success in theater.  These talented Asian Americans are traveling from New York exclusively for this JCCCNC production. 

Asian Americans on Broadway: Opening Doors proceeds will benefit the JCCCNC cultural arts programs for children and youth in the community.  Directed by Muraoka, the show will feature Musical Direction by Edward G. Robinson, and choreography by Francis Jue.
Tickets are now on sale online at Ticket Web at www.ticketweb.com.  Single tickets are $50 and $30.  Group discount tickets are available for groups of 15 or more.  VIP tickets are available for the Friday show and include a pre-show reception and silent auction.  For more information, or to purchase VIP tickets or group discount tickets, please call JCCCNC at 415.567.5505.
About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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Asian Americans on Broadway: Opening Doors


Brava Theater Center


2781 24th Street, San Francisco


Concert Performance Dates


October 13, 2006, 8:00 pm


October 14, 2006, 2:00 pm 


October 14, 2006, 7:00 pm








Mr. Masanori Okuda (left), Vice President and Japantown Branch Manager of Union Bank of California, presenting a $10,000 sponsorship check to Mr. Paul Osaki (right), Executive Director of the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California











