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Takeo Okamoto Community Leadership Award Announces 2006 Recipient
San Francisco (August 22, 2006) – The 2006 Takeo Okamoto Community Leadership Award will be presented to Mr. Eddie Moriguchi of San Francisco this week.  This is the third year the award will be presented to an individual who embodies a spirit that is modest, scholarly, and who has positively impacted the Japanese American community through their long-term commitment.  Created by his children, this award honors the memory of Takeo Okamoto who was renowned for his leadership and dedication to the community, consistently exemplifying a strong, yet quiet and unassuming manner.  Past award recipients include Mr. Wallace Nunotani, Mr. Shigeru Thomas Kizuka, and Ms. Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese.
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Eddie Ichiro Moriguchi, born in 1929 in Salinas, California, moved to San Francisco to start in kindergarten.  In 1940 the family, father Kinjiro, Mother Eiko, brother Jack and sister Betty moved to Esparto, California.  Merced Assembly Center was the stop on the way to Amache, Colorado in 1942.  Relocated out of Amache in the Summer of 1943 to Utah, and then returned to San Francisco to attend Lowell High School in the fall of 1945.
He started at the University of California at Berkeley in 1946 to become a Chemical Engineer.  During the Korean War he served two years in the Signal Corps at Camp San Luis Obispo and 5th Army headquarters in Chicago.  He also learned the art of Chick Sexing for seasonal work on Colorado, Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska and Turlock, California to support his college career.  The carefree days ended with graduation in 1955 with an accounting major.  It was a lean year for jobs, so he returned to his student career in graduate school at Berkeley. 

He started his CPA career in 1956 with a local CPA firm that later merged into one of the Big Eight that eventually became Coopers and Lybrand.  He later would work for other prestigious CPA firms, and today, proclaims himself to be “semi-retired.”
Somewhere the notion that he should serve the community was planted.  Following the cultural idea that the eldest is the responsible person for the family, and being the oldest Moriguchi cousin in a position to be active in the community, there seemed to be an obligation to follow this path.  Thus it has come to be that his wife Alice and children, Edie and Mark, had to sacrifice their time with husband and father.  Since this sharing with the community happened early in the 50 years of this family, it was normal, they didn’t know any other way. 

He comments that the San Francisco JACL was the springboard that led to his acceptance by other community organizations.  “Thank you Tad, Yo, Hats, Steve, John, Louise, Yone, Sandy, Don, Marshall, Will, and so many others.  You are the foundation of this award.  All the organizations and the people that I have been involved with has been a joy to be with.  We have traveled together through many good times as well as some very difficult times.  Working together through the good and bad has made this a very satisfying wonderful journey.  Thank you to all the organizations for this is what this award is about.” 
These organizations include those that he has served on the board of directors, or in some leadership capacity – current leadership roles include president of Hokka Nichi Bei Kai, president of the Japanese Benevolent Society of California, Treasurer of the Nihonmachi Merchants Association, Board Member of the Japanese American Korean War Veterans, Accountant of the Japanese American Religious Federation, various leadership roles in the JACL, Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Northern California, JCCCNC, Nisei Voters League, National Japanese American Historical Society, and Parents Association of Boy Scouts Troop 12.  He has also generously contributed his time as a basketball coach for the San Francisco Juniorettes, San Francisco Dots, and Boy Scouts Troop 12.

Upon receiving word that he was selected to be this year’s recipient, Mr. Moriguchi humbly responded, “I wish to thank the Okamoto Family for having the foresight to create and to bestow this honor on me.  The Okamoto Family deserves a special place in the community for the entire Okamoto Family’s contribution to the community.  It is very rare to see such a commitment to the community by more than one generation of a family.  Most of all thank you Alice, Edie and Mark for understanding and forgiving my many trespasses.  There are not many who would have tolerated 50, or nearly 50, years of ups and downs.  Thank you.”
The Takeo Okamoto Community Leadership Award will be presented to Mr. Eddie Moriguchi at an upcoming community event, the “Nihonmachi: The Place To Be” musical, on Friday, August 25, 2006, during intermission, at the JCCCNC. 

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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