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415.567.5505 - www.jcccnc.org
JCCCNC’s Shinzen Program Still Accepting Applications
San Francisco (February 17, 2006) – The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) has extended its application deadline for the 2006 Shinzen USA Nikkei Youth Goodwill Sports Program.  The Shinzen Program will be celebrating its 10th Anniversary and hosting youth from Osaka and Kobe, Japan from August 1-8, 2006.
The Shinzen Program still has openings on both of the 2006 Boys and Girls teams.  The program is looking for youth (13 - 15 years of age) and their families that are interested in learning more about Japanese/Japanese American culture, traditions and heritage and that are able to host a youth from Japan in their home during their visit in August 2006.

Activities for the week will include basketball games, cultural exchange activities and other sports activities like volleyball, soccer and/or bowling.  Special events in commemoration of the 10th Anniversary of the Shinzen Program include a Friendship Basketball Tournament and Family Picnic where alumni from past Shinzen teams will be invited to participate with the current U.S. and Japan players.  For more information on alumni participation, contact shinzenalumni@jcccnc.org.
Additionally, we are currently planning for the 2007 Shinzen Program, in which players will be traveling to Japan next summer to participate in homestays and cultural exchange activities.  Although 2006 Shinzen participants are neither guaranteed nor excluded from selection to the 2007 Program, very special consideration will be given to active participants in the 2006 Program.

Shinzen History

In 1997, the JCCCNC and the office of the Consulate General of Japan in San Francisco agreed that although there were a substantial number of traditional, cultural and intellectual exchanges between the U.S. and Japan, there existed a greater need for meaningful dialogue between youth in Japan and Japanese American youth.  Through these discussions was born the Shinzen (international goodwill or amity) Nikkei Youth Goodwill Basketball Program, formed to create a more dynamic and meaningful exchange between the youth and to provide unique opportunities for building a foundation for the exchange of ideas and important values among young people.  The Shinzen players work to achieve these goals by creating friendships at a local level to help reinforce a future of global peace and goodwill.

Since the inaugural visit to Japan in 1997, over 1000 participants (players and their families) have visited Japan or hosted a Japanese youth in their home for the Shinzen Program.  Over the years, Shinzen alumni have continued to stay involved in the Japanese American community, as youth coaches, volunteers, community interns, and many have returned to Japan to continue to build and foster international relations and stay connected to their cultural heritage. 

For more information and to download the application, visit our website at http://www.jcccnc.org/programs/shinzen.htm or call Lori Matoba at (415) 567-5505, Extension 226.  Applications are due on Friday, March 3, 2006.

About the JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and facility usage. The JCCCNC is a non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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