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JCCCNC’s Nikkei Youth Leadership Scholarship Raffle Winners
SAN FRANCISCO (November 3, 2006) - The drawing for the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California’s (JCCCNC) Nikkei Youth Leadership Scholarship raffle, which raised close to $13,000, took place on Friday, October 27th, at the JCCCNC/JCYC Annual Halloween Carnival.  The following three winners were announced:
Ms. Cindy Sasaki of San Francisco was the Grand Prize Winner of two roundtrip tickets to anywhere in the continental United States.  

Ms. Camille Morishige was the First Prize Winner of a $100 gift certificate to Bridges Restaurant (Danville) and an elegant Japanese ceramic piece.  

Ms. Sumi Brown was the Second Prize Winner of a $50 gift certificate to Osakaya Restaurant and a beautiful Japanese ceramic plate. 

All proceeds from the raffle will go towards JCCCNC’s Nikkei Youth Leadership Scholarship Program and the JCCCNC’s Internship Program.  These two programs are focused on developing future community leaders in the Nikkei community.
About JCCCNC’s Nikkei Youth Leadership Scholarship Program
The scholarship program provides financial assistance for selected local graduating high school seniors each year.  Scholarship recipients are selected based upon community involvement, leadership potential, and participation in Nikkei Sports Leagues or community leagues.  This year a number of highly qualified students applied for this scholarship, however, two very promising youth from the Bay Area were selected this past summer -- Alex Gong (San Francisco) and Lindsay Chu (San Francisco).  
About JCCCNC’s Summer Internship Program
The Nikkei Community Internship program is an eight-week summer program organized by the California Japanese American Community Leadership Council (CJACLC).  The program provides youth real-world opportunity that familiarizes them with a Japanese American community organization.  Youth leave with hands on experience on managing a Japantown community organization which are key institutions in sustaining the rich culture and traditions of the Nikkei heritage.

This past summer, JCCCNC provided quality training to two interns – Vanessa Hatakeyama (UC Berkeley) and Aya Ino (UCLA).  They were placed in two major areas of JCCCNC -- the Development Department and the Programs Department.  During their eight weeks, they were exposed to a multitude of aspects of the organization’s operations, ranging from organizing large-scale projects such as the Shinzen Nikkei Youth Goodwill Basketball Program, providing update reports at staff and board meetings, organizing and chairing their own meetings, and networking with community leaders.  

About the JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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