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“Love Letters” Celebrates Lifelong Relationships

A Heartwarming Play About Friendship, Romance, and Memories
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SAN FRANCISCO (June 16, 2006)  – The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) welcomes Flower Drum Song stars Nancy Kwan and James Shigeta back to San Francisco next month when they perform LOVE LETTERS by A.R. Gurney, for two-shows only Friday, July 7, 7:00 p.m., and Saturday. July 8, 2:00 p.m. at San Francisco's Herbst Theatre presented by Citibank. This will be their first performance together in San Francisco since the groundbreaking film debuted in 1961. 

This play has been previously performed by well known married couples such as Paul Newman & Joann Woodward, Shirley Jones & Mary Ingels, and Charlton Heston & Lydia Heston.  However, this will be a very special performance as it will be one of a very few times when two distinguished Asian American actors will be starring in this performance.

LOVE LETTERS is comprised of letters exchanged over a lifetime between two people who grew up together, went their separate ways, but continued to share confidences. As the actors read the letters aloud, what is created is an evocative, touching, frequently funny but always telling pair of character studies in which what is implied is as revealing and meaningful as what is actually written down.  
The play begins as the characters Andy and Melissa, both born to wealth and position, are childhood friends whose lifelong correspondence begins with birthday party thank-you notes and summer camp postcards. Romantically attached, they continue to exchange letters through the boarding school and college years—where he goes on to excel at Yale and law school, while she flunks out of a series of “good schools.”  While Andy is off at war Melissa marries someone else, but her attachment to Andy remains strong and she continues to keep in touch as he marries Jane, fathered the right number of children, becomes a successful attorney, gets involved in politics and, eventually, is elected to the U.S. Senate.  Meanwhile, her marriage in tatters, Melissa dabbles in art, drinks more than she should, and becomes estranged from her children.  Andy and Melissa spend their lives physically apart, perhaps, but spiritually as close as only true lovers can be.

“Love Letters is a play for anyone who values friendships and can remember the lost art of communicating their most precious thoughts through a pen and paper,” says Paul Osaki, Executive Director.  

Those who are used to actually writing letters (even if they are not love letters) will enjoy this play, perhaps even with a touch of nostalgia.  A touching moment during the play occurs when the character Andy asks in one of his letters to Melissa, “Is writing a dying art?”
VIP Tickets for Friday's show are available at $150 and includes Front Orchestra seating (first 11 rows) and a post-show Private Reception with the actors and can be purchased directly from the JCCCNC to support the Center's programs, services and preservation efforts.  Call (415) 567-5505 today for VIP Tickets for Friday’s 7:00 p.m. performance.

Individual tickets are available at $40 Orchestra, $35 Dress Circle, and $25 Balcony for both Friday’s evening performance and Saturday’s matinee performance, and can be purchased by calling City Box Office at (415) 392-4400 or purchased online at www.cityboxoffice.com.  Group discounts available for 15 or more. 


About the JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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