PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT

For Immediate Release

Contact:

Susan Haramoto, Director of Membership & Public Relations, sharamoto@jcccnc.org
Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California

1840 Sutter Street - San Francisco, CA  94115

415.567.5505 - www.jcccnc.org

California Premiere of “The First Battle” on December 6th and 7th
The First Battle: The Battle for Equality in War-Time Hawai’i
SAN FRANCISCO (November 8, 2006) - The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC), the Hawai’i Chamber of Commerce of Northern California (HCCNC), and the Center for Asian American Media (formerly NAATA) will present The First Battle: The Battle for Equality in War-Time Hawai’i.  First Battle is a public television documentary by writer/producer Tom Coffman, and will be shown for the first time in California on December 6, 2006, and December 7, 2006.
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The film explains why 120,000 people of Japanese ancestry on the Mainland were wrongly interned while 160,000 people of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii were able to go about their lives during World War II.  The majority, if not all, of Hawai’i’s residents of Japanese ancestry were targeted to be forced into internment camps after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941.  Mass internment could very well have happened, according to historical filmmaker and author Tom Coffman, if not for a few twists of fate, and the foresight and bravery of a small network of men in Hawaii.  General thinking was that there were so many Japanese Americans in Hawai’i that imprisoning them would have ruined the economy.  However, First Battle depicts a network of courageous individuals – both in and out of Hawai’i’s Japanese community – who devoted their lives and reputations to the proposition that, if a second world war was to come to the Pacific, the best way to cope was to be trusting and inclusive.

The first two showings will be held on Wednesday, December 6, 2006, at 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at the JCCCNC.  After the 4:30 p.m. film showing there will be a brief question & answer session with Tom Coffman.  After the 7:00 p.m. film showing there will be a panel discussion moderated by Dale Minami, partner with the law firm Minami, Lew and Tamaki LLP in San Francisco; with panelists Tom Coffman, historical filmmaker and author; Mary G. F. Bitterman, PhD, President, The Bernard Osher Foundation, former president & CEO of KQED and former Executive Director of the Hawaii Public Broadcasting Authority; and Richard Kosaki, PhD, Chancellor Emeritus of the University of Hawaii at Manoa.  This is a free event, but space is limited so seating will be on a first-come-first-served basis.  RSVP required by Friday, December 1, 2006 (415.567.5505).  Light refreshments will be served. 
There third showing will be held on Thursday, December 7, 2006, time TBD, location TBD, sponsored by the Japanese American Museum of San Jose.  For more info on the film showing in the South Bay, please contact Joe Yasutake at 408.923.2883.

Hosting organizations include: Buddhist Churches of America; Global Pau Hana; Japan Center Garage Corporation; Japanese American Citizens League-San Francisco Chapter; Japanese Community Youth Council; Japantown Merchants Association of San Francisco; Japantown Task Force; Kamehameha Schools Alumni Association, Northern California; Kimochi, Inc.; National Japanese American Historical Society; Nihonmachi Little Friends; Nikkei and Retirement; Nikkei Lions Club of San Francisco; Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival; Omotesenke Domonkai, Northern California Region; Topaz High School Class of 1945; University of Hawai'i Alumni Association San Francisco Bay Area Chapter.
About the JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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