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The Waribashi Project: Closing Reception and Catalog Release Party 

San Francisco (October 12, 2005) – The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) and artist Donna Keiko Ozawa will be holding a closing reception for “The Waribashi Project: San Francisco”, an environmental art project in San Francisco’s Japantown.  The reception will be held on the last day of the exhibition, Saturday, October 22, 2005, 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., with an opportunity to meet the artist.  The event will be located at the exhibit’s first floor storefront in the Kinokuniya Building of the Japantown Mall, 1581 Webster Street, San Francisco.
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Ozawa’s installation is made of over 170,000 used waribashi (disposable chopsticks) that were collected from 12 Japantown restaurants.  Ozawa collected the waribashi every day over a period of seven weeks, and then washed, dried, and stored them before creating the work, which is held together just by gravity and friction of the chopsticks themselves.  

Visitors to her exhibit remark that it is amazing to see how many chopsticks are used one time and then thrown away in this neighborhood mall.  Ozawa agrees, “I want this project to make individuals aware of the landfill waste just from disposable chopsticks.  These 170,000 waribashi would’ve ended up in the landfill, and instead, it has made recycling a topic of conversation in the community.  Japan and China together consume over 40 million trees a year in chopsticks.”  To date, the Japantown Center does not utilize recycling or food waste services in its garbage program.

The event will be the first opportunity for the public to purchase a 16-page catalog documenting The Waribashi Project.  The catalog includes beautiful full-color photos from the project, and an essay by Karin Higa, the Senior Curator at the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles.  

Also available for purchase will be original large format polaroid prints and ”carry your own” chopstick sets.  

The Waribashi Project‘s closing reception will be held on Saturday, October 22nd, from 3:00pm – 5:00pm. Free and open to the public.  For more information, call the 415.567.5505 or visit www.waribashi.org.
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About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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The Waribashi Project: San Francisco





Exhibition dates: September 10 – October 22, 2005, 12:00pm to 6:00 pm, Thursday – Sunday.�


Gallery location:  Kinokuniya Building of the Japantown Mall, 1581 Webster Street, San Francisco’s Japantown.





Closing Reception:  Saturday, October 22, 2005, 3:00pm – 5:00pm.











