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JCCCNC and Donna Keiko Ozawa launch Environmental Art Project with Chopsticks 

San Francisco (May 3, 2005)  -  The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) is pleased to announce The Warabashi Project: San Francisco.  This project is a collaboration between the JCCCNC and visual artist Donna Keiko Ozawa to examine the waribashi disposable wooden chopstick as an artistic, cultural, and environmental subject. 
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The project will be highlighted at the United Nations World Environment Day 2005 conference sponsored by Mayor Gavin Newsom and the City of San Francisco taking place June 1st – June 5th in San Francisco.  A reception will be held Wednesday, June 1, 2005 at 11AM at the Red Ink Studios, 1035 Market Street (between 6th and 7th Streets), where Ozawa will showcase the progress of the chopstick collection and works-in-progress. Gallery hours will be 11AM – 5PM during the conference. 

The use of disposable chopsticks has a huge negative impact on the environment resulting in deforestation. The Waribashi Project raises questions about culture, survival and the environment in an urban context through the concept of removing waribashi from the waste stream and transforming them into public art. 

“Japan alone disposes 25 billion pairs of chopsticks - the equivalent of 14 million trees every year,” Ozawa stated, “But the U.S,. and especially the Bay Area, is also a great consumer of disposable utensils – including many chopsticks. Waribashi are so pervasive that they are rendered invisible.”
The Waribashi Project has been endorsed by the Japantown Merchant’s Association (JMA) representing over 30 restaurants and markets in Japantown that will provide used waribashi as the raw material for the project.  Along with SF Environment, the JMA will also help develop a waribashi collection plan, recycling workshops for merchants, and business development opportunities promoting their participation in this project.  Kimochi’s senior lunch program is also participating. 

The project expands upon Ozawa’s previous work in 1999 when she collected over 15,000 waribashi from Tokyo noodle shops and exhibited the resulting work at Design Festa, a Japanese arts organization.

The Waribashi Project will include public programs, a project catalog and a culminating exhibition in the Fall 2005.  It is supported by grants from the Columbia Foundation and the LEF Foundations. The Waribashi Project is seeking an additional $10K to meet project expenses. Contributions and volunteer participation are welcome.

For more information on the project, visit www.waribashi.org or www.donnaozawa.com to see more of Ozawa’s work.

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and facility usage. The JCCCNC is a non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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