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JCCCNC Awards 2005 Nikkei Youth Sports Scholarships 

San Francisco (July 5, 2005) – The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) in partnership with the Ronald McDonald House Charities/Asian-Pacific Students Increasing Achievement (RMHC/ASIA) has awarded the Nikkei Youth Sports Scholarship (NYSS) to four high school graduates.  The JCCCNC announced the following scholarship award recipients -- Gavin Ishihara-Wing, Jerry A. Knaack, Ashley Kimiye Wong, and Daniel S. Yokomizo.  These four students were selected based on their community involvement, leadership skills, as well as personal development and academic excellence.  The JCCCNC and the RMHC/ASIA are pleased to support the community.
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Gavin Ishihara-Wing graduated last month from Lincoln High School in San Francisco, with a GPA of 3.63.  He plans to attend U.C. Davis in the fall, majoring in Social Science.  Most of his volunteer work has been with children, as a camp leader at Christ United Presbyterian Church’s summer camp, where he has been a camp leader for three years.  “I’m big, they’re small.  They should do what I say, but I learned that just getting kids to listen is a special skill.”
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Jerry A. Knaack graduated last month from Adrian C. Wilcox High School in Santa Clara, California with a GPA of 3.644.  At Wilcox High School he had been a member and president of the Wilcox High School Japanese Club, California Scholarship Federation and Key Club.  Outside of school, he is involved with the San Jose Japanese Community Youth Service.  “These skills will be vital to me when I go after my goals, and it is thanks to my community involvement that has helped to give me these tools.”  He plans to attend U.C. Irvine to major in Engineering.  

[image: image3.jpg]



Ashley Kimiye Wong graduated last month from C. K. McClatchy High School in Sacramento, California with a GPA of 3.4.  Her college choices are pending, however, she plans to major in Bio-Mechanical Engineering.  She participates in the Sacramento Baron Athletic Organization, is a student of classical Japanese dance with Hanayagi Juteimai School and volunteers for the San Jose Zebra Youth Organization.  “I have learned the importance of the community.  I very much like the game of basketball; it teaches that it is very important to work together and support one another to achieve a central goal.”  
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Daniel S. Yokomizo graduated last month from Arroyo High School in San Lorenzo, California with a GPA of 3.9.  He participates in the Eden Athletic Club, is a current member of the Japanese American Citizenship League, and a volunteer for the Eden Japanese Community Center and the Children’s Hospital in Oakland.  “Volunteering has taught me to take advantage of any opportunity I am given, whatever it may be.  It motivates me to persevere through anything.”

About JCCCNC

JCCCNC is a non-profit community center based in San Francisco. The vision of the Japanese American community, JCCCNC continues to build the foundation of Japanese American ancestry, heritage, history and tradition.  The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through its various programs and services.
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