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Japanese-American Astronaut Flies In To San Francisco 

San Francisco (September 7, 2005) - On Saturday, September 17, 2005, the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) will host the Japanese American Hall of Fame’s (JAHOF) “A Salute to the Stars.”  The 5:00 p.m. show will be held the Palace of Fine Arts Theater, San Francisco, followed by a VIP dinner and auction for Sponsors, Premiere and Gold ticket holders to meet honorees and special guests.
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One of the special guests will be Astronaut Daniel Tani, the first Japanese-American to walk in space.  He is flying in direct from NASA just for the event and to help to honor these Japanese American entertainment legends.  "I've reaped the benefits of the struggle that my family and other early Japanese-Americans had coming to America and living in the country, surviving through World War II," Tani, said in an interview with SPACE.com.  "I'm really reaping the benefits of those pioneers that really blazed the trail for me to have this kind of opportunity."  Among the Japanese American pioneers, Tani is most grateful to is George Takei who inspired millions of television viewers to think about the universe and what lies beyond our own solar system.  As a young child, when there were very few Asian American actors, and even fewer Japanese American actors, to be role models, Tani admired the character Lieutenant Sulu (performed by George Takei) on the television series Star Trek as well many of the others being honored at the event.  During the 90-minute show of the JAHOF event, Tani will be giving a special tribute to George Takei to publicly recognize his contributions.

Tani was born February 1, 1961 in Ridley Park, Pennsylvania, but considers Lombard, Illinois, to be his hometown. He graduated from Glenbard East High School, Lombard, Illinois; and received a bachelor and a master of science degree in mechanical engineering from Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1984 and 1988, respectively.  
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After Tani received his bachelor's degree, he worked at Hughes Aircraft Corporation in El Segundo, California as a design engineer in the Space and Communications group. In 1986, he returned to MIT and received his master's degree in mechanical engineering. After graduation, Tani worked for Bolt Beranek and Newman in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in the experimental psychology department. In 1988, he joined Orbital Sciences Corporation (OSC) in Dulles, Virginia, initially as a senior structures engineer, and then as the mission operations manager for the Transfer Orbit Stage (TOS). In that role, he served as the TOS flight operations lead, working with NASA/JSC mission control in support of the deployment of the ACTS/TOS payload during the STS-51 mission in September 1993. Tani then moved to the Pegasus program at OSC as the launch operations manager. In that capacity, he served as lead for the development of procedures and constraints for the launching of the air-launched Pegasus unmanned rocket. Tani also was responsible for defining, training, and leading the team of engineers who worked in the launch and control room.

NASA Experience
In 1996 he was selected as an astronaut candidate by NASA.  Having completed two years of training and evaluation at the Johnson Space Center, he qualified for flight assignment as a mission specialist. He held technical duties in the Astronaut Office Computer Support Branch, and EVA Branch and has served as a Crew Support Astronaut (CSA) for Expedition-2.  He flew on STS-108 in 2001, and has logged over 11 days in space, including over 4 EVA (Extra Vehicular Activity) hours in one space walk. He is currently assigned as the Expedition-9 backup flight engineer.

Space Flight Experience
STS-108 Endeavour (December 2001) was the 12th shuttle flight to visit the International Space Station. During the mission Tani served as MS-2. Endeavour's crew delivered the Expedition-4 crew and returned the Expedition-3 crew. The crew unloaded over three tons of supplies, logistics and science experiments from the Raffaello Multi-Purpose Logistics Module. Tani performed a space walk to wrap thermal blankets around ISS Solar Array Gimbals. STS-108 was accomplished in 185 Earth orbits, traveling 4.8 million miles in 283 hours and 36 minutes, including an EVA of 4 hours and 12 minutes.
An Evening of Song, Laughter and Memories

The Japanese American Hall of Fame “A Salute to the Stars” will honor some of the Japanese American greatest pioneers and legends in the performing arts and entertainment fields.  The honorees are Pat Morita, James Shigeta, Mako, Pat Suzuki, and George Takei.  The 5:00 p.m show will be held the Palace of Fine Arts Theater, San Francisco, followed by a VIP Dinner and Auction for VIP Premiere and VIP Gold ticket holders.  The VIP Gold ticket holders will also be able to meet honorees and special guests at a private dinner on the Friday evening prior to the Show.

By honoring these outstanding entertainers, the JAHOF intends to recognize not only their excellence in their chosen career, but also the important role they played in bringing pride to the Japanese American community.  These entertainers have dedicated their careers to exposing mainstream media to their talents since the 1950s when there were no faces to represent the Asian American community.  There will also be featured tributes and performances by Tamlyn Tomita; Gedde Watanabe; and "Flower Drum Song" National Tour production leads Yuka Takara, Alvin Ing, and Christine Toy Johnson; Sophie Oda, lead in "Annie;” and Star Search Finalist, Playwright and Filmmaker Philip Kan Gotanda; and many more …

Tickets are available now -- Individual show ticket prices are $250 VIP Gold Ticket, $150 VIP Premiere Ticket, $50 Show Only Ticket, and $25 Show Only-Student Ticket.  Proceeds benefit JCCCNC’s cultural arts and youth programs in the community.  For more information, including corporate or community sponsorship opportunities, please contact the JCCCNC at 415.567.5505.

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and facilities for other local service organizations. The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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