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JCCCNC To Pay Tribute To Japanese Actor Mako
An Evening of Song, Laughter, and Memories

San Francisco (September 6, 2005) - On Saturday, September 17, 2005, the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) will host the Japanese American Hall of Fame’s (JAHOF) “A Salute to the Stars.”  The 5:00 p.m. show will be held the Palace of Fine Arts Theater, San Francisco, followed by a VIP dinner and auction for Sponsors, Premiere and Gold ticket holders to meet honorees and special guests.
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One of the entertainment legends being honored that evening will be Mako, a pioneer in the arts and entertainment fields,  Mako commented on the importance of having Japanese American entertainers represented in mainstream media, “In my view, mainstream media wishes to be attached to “old stereotypical” images which exist only in their minds.  And that does not reflect where we are in today’s present society.”

Mako, born Makoto Iwamatsu on December 10, 1933, in Kobe, Japan, has spent most of his professional career in the United States.  While his mother and father studied art in the United States, Mako was raised in Kobe by his grandparents. When the U.S. went to war with Japan in 1941, his parents went to work for the U.S. Office of War Information.  

They were granted residency at the end of the war, and Mako joined his parents in New York at the age of 15 with plans to study architecture, becoming a naturalized citizen 8 years later in 1956.  He was drafted into the U.S. Army during the Korean War, and discovered a talent and love for the theater while acting in shows for military personnel.  Upon returning from service, Mako abandoned his plans to become an architect and joined the Pasadena Community Playhouse in California.  
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With his charismatic and expressive nature leading the way, Mako enjoyed moderate success in many stage & television productions throughout the early years of his career.  In 1966, his mark on cinematic history was established in his first film role, acting along-side Steve McQueen in The Sand Pebbles.  His portrayal of the funny, tragic engine-room attendant and surprise boxing champ, Po-han, earned him an Academy Award nomination as Best Supporting Actor. 
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He made his Broadway debut in Stephen Sondheim and Hal Prince's Pacific Overtures, a musical depiction of the opening of Japan by the West in the 1850s, for which he received a Tony Award nomination.  In addition to his Broadway appearances, Mako has starred in such films as Seven Years in Tibet, Tucker: The Man and His Dream, Rising Sun, Pearl Harbor, Bulletproof Monk, Conan the Barbarian, and Conan the Destroyer to name a few.  He has also appeared on numerous television shows such as Frasier, Seventh Heaven, Martial Law and Walker, Texas Ranger. 

In 1965, Mako co-founded the East West Players, a critically acclaimed Asian-American theatre group in Los Angeles where he served as artistic director for over 20 years.  Mako and the East West Players are recipients of the Margaret Harford Award, the Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle's most prestigious award. As the oldest, and one of the most influential, Asian-American theater companies in the nation, East West Players provides Pacific Rim actors with a place to practice their craft, hone their skills and gain insights into the business of acting.
When asked what was his major accomplishment in his acting career, he responded, “This is easy to answer -- Endurance!  73 years on Earth and 43 years in Show Business -- Endurance! Endurance! Endurance!”  The public is invited to help honor Mako’s endurance in show business at the Japanese American Hall of Fame “A Salute To The Stars.”
Along with Mako being honored for his contributions in breaking down barriers for Asian Americans will be Pat Morita, George Takei, Pat Suzuki and James Shigeta.  The event will also include a tribute to Japanese-American entertainers who have since passed including Jack Soo, Yuki Shimoda, Nobu McCarthy, and Sessue Hayakawa.  In addition, the event will feature tributes & performances by Tamlyn Tomita; Gedde Watanabe; and "Flower Drum Song" National Tour production leads Yuka Takara, Alvin Ing, Christine Toy Johnson, and James Saito; Sophie Oda, lead in "Annie” and Star Search Finalist; Filmmaker & Playwright Philip Kan Gotanda; and many more.
By honoring these outstanding entertainers, the JAHOF intends to recognize not only their excellence in their chosen career, but also the important role they played in bringing pride to the Japanese-American community.  These entertainers have dedicated their careers to exposing mainstream media to their talents since the 1950s when there were no faces to represent the Asian American community.
The Japanese American Hall of Fame ”A Salute to the Stars” tickets are on sale now.  Individual show ticket prices are $250 VIP Gold Ticket, $150 VIP Premiere Ticket, $50 Show Only Ticket, and $25 Show Only-Student Ticket.  For more information, including corporate or community sponsorship opportunities, please contact the JCCCNC at 415.567.5505.

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and facilities for other local service organizations. The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.

#  #  #
Japanese American Hall of Fame “A Salute to the Stars”


Tickets Now On Sale





Honoring: Pat Morita, Pat Suzuki, Mako, James Shigeta, and George Takei





September 17, 2005


5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.


Palace of Fine Arts





$250 VIP Gold Ticket


$150 VIP Premiere Ticket


$50 Show Only


$25 Show Only-Student








