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JCCCNC To Pay Tribute To Japanese American Actor George Takei
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San Francisco (August 22, 2005) - On Saturday, September 17, 2005, the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) will host the Japanese American Hall of Fame’s (JAHOF) “A Salute to the Stars.” The 5:00 p.m. tribute show will be held the Palace of Fine Arts Theater, San Francisco, followed by a VIP Dinner Buffet Reception and auction for Sponsors, Premier and Gold ticket holders to meet honorees and special guests.

One of the entertainment legends being honored that evening will be George Takei.  When informed by the JCCCNC of his induction to the JAHOF, Takei responded, “It is a stellar honor to be included in this extraordinary galaxy.”   
Best known as Mr. Sulu, helmsman of the Starship Enterprise in the acclaimed film series Star Trek, has more than 30 feature films and hundreds of television guest-starring roles to his credit.  In addition to performing, for his unique and recognizable voice, Takei was nominated in the "Best Spoken Word or Non-Musical Recording" category, 1987 Grammy. Takei’s distinctive voice is featured in Walt Disney Pictures’ full-length animated features, Mulan and Mulan II, Star Trek audio novel recordings, Fox Television’s The Simpsons, Futurama, and in numerous voice-overs and narrations. 

As told in his autobiography, To the Stars, Takei was born in Los Angeles, California. With the outbreak of World War II, he and his family together with 120,000 other Japanese Americans were placed behind based wires in United States internment camps. Takei spent most of his childhood at Camp Rohwer in Arkansas and at Camp Tule Lake in northern California. 

After graduating from Los Angeles High School, he enrolled in the University of California at Berkeley. He transferred to the University of California at Los Angeles, where he received a bachelor of arts in theater in 1960 and a master of arts in theater in 1964.  He attended the Shakespeare Institute at Stratford-Upon-Avon in England and Sophia University in Tokyo, Japan.
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Takei has always been extremely involved in civic affairs. Along with actress Beulah Quo, Takei produced and hosted a public affairs show, Expression East/West, which aired on KNBC-TV in Los Angeles from 1971 to 1973.  In addition, he presently serves on the Advisory Committee of the California Civil Liberties Public Education Program which provides community input on the educational program.
Always a political activist, Takei ran for the Los Angeles City Council in 1973, losing by a small percentage. At a crossroads, he had to decide whether to pursue a political career or an acting career. He decided on acting, but to remain involved in civic affairs to whatever extent he could. 

Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley appointed Takei to the board of directors of the Southern California Rapid Transit District, serving from 1973 to 1984. Takei was one of the driving forces behind the Arts in Transit program in which every Metro Rail subway station is given its own distinctive look, thereby fostering neighborhood pride. He also served as a vice president of the American Public Transit Association. 

In the international arena, President Clinton appointed Takei to the board of the Japan-United States Friendship Commission, where he served two terms. The Government of Japan recognized Takei’s contribution to the Japan-United States relationship by giving him the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Rosette. His Majesty, Emperor Akihito conferred the embellishment at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo in 2004.

The Japanese American National Museum, which he served as a Trustee, had scheduled its first board meeting outside the U.S. in Tokyo in May 2005. Takei was a part of the U.S. panel together with Senator Daniel Inouye of Hawaii and General Eric Shinseki, former Army Chief of Staff. He strongly believes, that we can contribute, each in our own way, to the improvement of America as a member of this global society.

Takei agrees it is important to have Japanese Americans in mainstream media and is pleased to be recognized as one of a handful of Japanese American entertainers that paved the way for other Japanese Americans to follow in the performance and entertainment industry.  ”There is a [image: image3.png]


rich and important story to be told in the Japanese American experience that is an integral part of the American story.  We are a part of the diversity that makes America society so unique.”  Takei’s stellar career, which spans across four decades, continues to flourish.  He will be starring in an upcoming theater production of Peter Shaffer’s Equus, directed by Tim Dang, at East West Players in Los Angeles, from October 26 to November 20, 2005.  
Along with Takei being honored for his contributions in breaking down barriers for Asian Americans will be Pat Morita, James Shigeta, Pat Suzuki and Mako.  The event will also include a tribute to Japanese American entertainers who have since passed including Jack Soo, Yuki Shimoda, Nobu McCarthy, and Sessue Hayakawa.  In addition, the event will feature performances from contemporary actors in film and theater including Clyde Kusatsu, Christine Toy Johnson, James Saito, Sophie Oda, Gedde Watanabe, Kim Miyori, Yuka Takara, and Alvin Ing.   

By honoring these outstanding entertainers, the JAHOF intends to recognize not only their excellence in their chosen career, but also the important role they played in bringing pride to the Japanese American community.  These entertainers have dedicated their careers to exposing mainstream media to their talents since the 1950s when there were no faces to represent the Asian American community.
The Japanese American Hall of Fame ”A Salute to the Stars” tickets are on sale now.  Individual show ticket prices are $50 Show Only Reserved Seating, $150 VIP Premier Ticket, and $250 VIP Gold Ticket.   For more information, including corporate or community sponsorship opportunities, please contact the JCCCNC at 415.567.5505.

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and facility usage. The JCCCNC is a non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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