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Union Bank Supports JCCCNC’s “A Salute to the Stars”
San Francisco (November 21, 2005)  - The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) announced Union Bank of California’s support of its recent Japanese American Hall of Fame's "Salute to the Stars" tribute show honoring Pat Morita, George Takei, James Shigeta, Pat Suzuki and Mako.  Union Bank of California provided a $5,000 sponsorship to honor these five outstanding Japanese American entertainers.
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“We are proud to have had the long standing support and partnership of Union Bank of California,“ reported Paul Osaki, Executive Director of the JCCCNC.  “Corporate Sponsors, such as Union Bank, are highly valued at JCCCNC since their support is fundamental in helping us to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community.”

The goal of the Japanese American Hall of Fame (JAHOF) is to recognize individuals’ excellence in their chosen career, and also to recognize the important role they played in bringing pride to the Japanese American community.  The first JAHOF, held in 2002, honored the achievements of distinguished Japanese American athletes – Ann Kiyomura Hayashi, Tommy Kono, Wat Misaka, Kristi Yamaguchi, and Wally Yonamine.  The second JAHOF, held in September 2005, honored individuals who have dedicated their careers to exposing mainstream media to their talents since the 1950s when there were no faces to represent the Asian American community.
The JAHOF event was held on September 17, 2005, at the Palace of Fine Arts, when over 800 Japanese American community leaders, members, and supporters from the San Francisco Bay Area recognizing the importance of this tribute, attended this premiere gala honoring these five pioneers with outstanding performances from some of today's rising Asian American entertainers.

For more information, visit www.jcccnc.org/events/dinner.htm.
About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and administrative support and facilities for other local service organizations.  The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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Figure 1 - Union Bank of California’s Vice President and Japantown Branch Manager Masanori Okuda (right) presents a $5,000 check to Paul Osaki, Executive Director, Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California.








