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Presents Two Classics of Japanese Horror and the Supernatural

What:
JCCCNC presents, as a sampling of Japanese classic obake (ghost) tales, two Japanese horror films as part of the Halloween season.  The first film to be shown is Kenji Mizoguchi’s Ugetsu Monogatari, made in1953, and considered one of Japan’s most famous and influential films of the 50s.  This film was hailed by critics as one of the most masterfully directed and beautifully photographed films of all time.  Mizoguchi blends stark reality with haunting, erotic imagery and Ugetsu established his reputation in the West and earned him recognition as one of the world’s greatest directors of women.  The second film to be shown will be Yotsuya Kwaidan, made in 1959 by Nobuo Nakagawa, often referred to as the “Nippon Hitchcock.”  This 1959 film is a stunningly executed, no-nonsense exercise in old-fashioned ghost story chills.  There have been at least ten other versions based on the tale of Yotsuya, based on the original kabuki theatre hit from the early 1800s.


“Many people still remember these scary films when they were shown at the Kimmon or the Sokoji, “back in the days” when families went to see Japanese movies every week as part of their social life.  Most will tell you, too, that the films lingered for a long time in their minds, and still today, they can recall that visceral fear.  Horror films of today cannot compare to these earlier works and the artistry shown by Japanese filmmakers such as Nobuo Nakagawa, Shindo, and Mizoguchi. Beyond simple gore, the psychological effects in these classic Japanese films are powerful and haunting.  If you have not seen a Japanese obake film before, this is an opportunity to sample the genre.”  General admission is $2.


These films are of an adult nature and may be disturbing.  They are not recommended for children under 18 years of age.

When:
Ugetsu Monogatari (1953)


Friday, October 14, 2005


Yotsuya Kwaidan (1959)

Friday, October 28, 2005

Showtime:
7:00 p.m. Ugetsu Monogatari (94 minutes)


7:30 p.m. Yotsuya Kwaidan (100 minutes)

Where:
JCCCNC


1840 Sutter Street, (at Webster) San Francisco

