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Internship Program at JCCCNC Receives Contribution from Citibank
SAN FRANCISCO (June 21, 2005) –The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) was presented with a $2,500 contribution from Citibank for the Nikkei Community Internship (NCI) Program.  The NCI is an eight-week summer program organized in Los Angeles and the San Francisco Bay Area where interns are placed at a Japanese American community-based organization.  The program was created by the California Japanese American Community Leadership Council (CJACLC) which funded an initiative to plan and implement a statewide summer internship program in 2002. This pilot program, coordinated by the Japanese Community Youth Council (JCYC) in San Francisco and the Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC) in Los Angeles, grew into the NCI program.  Since the number of internships is limited, the key to having broader impact and outreach through this program is to select a team of young adults who can effectively organize and inspire their peers.  Their participation is one of the keys to sustaining the rich culture and traditions of the Nikkei heritage.  
Lynne Nakamura, a fourth year Managerial Economics student at UC Davis, and a NCI summer intern at JCCCNC, commented, “Because we are having trouble obtaining funding for the Nikkei Community Internship Program, we are grateful to Citibank whose contribution allowed us to participate in the NCI program so that we can do our part to give back to the Japanese American community,” 

Matt Shingai, a fourth year Business Economics student at UC Santa Barbara, and a NCI summer intern at JCCCNC, commented, “The sponsorship of Citibank opened the doors for us to be a part of this leadership program.  It is important because interning will help to gain exposure to opportunities and needs in the Japanese American community.”
Attending the presentation was Paul Osaki, Executive Director of the JCCCNC; Matthew Shingai; Lynne Nakamura; and William Wesley, Financial Center Manager of Citibank (West) F.S.B.

[image: image1.jpg]



Figure 1 - Paul Osaki, Matthew Shingai, Lynne Nakamura, William Wesley
About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and facility usage. The JCCCNC is a non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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