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Japanese American Kamon Art Exhibit at JCCCNC

SAN FRANCISCO (March 12, 2005) – The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California is proud to sponsor the Japanese American (J.A.) Kamon (family crest) Exhibit presented by YOSHIDA KAMON ARTS (Los Angeles) on Sunday, April 10, 2005, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at the JCCCNC, conveniently located in San Francisco’s Japantown.

The term “Kamon” took root in the U.S. when Kei Yoshida held the very first Kamon exhibit in Los Angeles in 1972.  Kamon have until then been noted in the U.S. only for their artistic virtues -- namely, for their beauty and variety as graphic designs.  However, Kei’s exhibit introduced the Kamon to the Japanese American community for its historical significance, “as a symbol of the Japanese surname.”  

Kei Yoshida’s years of experience teaching and assisting Japanese Americans with questions and matters regarding the Kamon has allowed Yoshida-sensei to sense first-hand that the manner or form in which the Kamon is to be transmitted by Nisei, Sansei, etc. to their U.S.-born descendants.  It is Yoshida-sensei’s wish that the “J.A. Kamon” and exhibit will serve as a forerunner to the establishment of a new, distinctly Japanese American cultural tradition.

Yoshida Kamon Arts will be setting up a special, on-site version of their private Kamon library as reference, and they will guide attendees (in Japanese and English) in their search for family crests.  Please provide a sample of your family name in Kanji and the prefecture from which your family originated.

Fees are $10 for JCCCNC Members and $15 general.  If you would like to register for the J.A. KAMON ART EXHIBIT, or if you need further information, please call the JCCCNC at (415) 567-5505.

About The JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and facility usage. The JCCCNC is a non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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