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JCCCNC Presents Popular Youth Choir and Youth Orchestra from Hong Kong 
San Francisco (August 8, 2005) – The Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) is presenting a performance by The Hong Kong Choir of Outstanding Children and The New Philharmonia Youth Orchestra of Hong Kong on Saturday, August 20, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., at the Issei Memorial Hall of the JCCCNC, 1840 Sutter Street.  
There will be approximately fourty youth visiting from Hong Kong who will be performing this live concert under the direction of Maestro Henry Shek.  Performances will include popular vocals and instrumental pieces from Flower Drum Song, Jasmine, Moment Musicale, Pink Panther, Searching Berries On The Snow, The Entertainer, Ocean My Homeland, Tomorrow (from Annie), and Furusato. 

Hong Kong Choir of Outstanding Children 

Headed by Maestro Henry Shek as its artistic director, the Hong Kong Choir of Outstanding Children (HKCOC) aims to provide a professional and pleasant atmosphere for children to learn music through different channels.  Young children who have potential in music and the performing arts are recruited through open auditions.  Apart from choral singing and aural training, HKCOC offers them training in music theory, instrument playing, drama and theatrical dancing as well.  The majority of the tutors possess degrees or professional diplomas in music, while some have studied child psychology.  Thus, they are well qualified in their mission to train up an outstanding children’s choir and children’s orchestra locally.  Mr. Shek believes that music education plays a significant role in the upbringing of children nowadays, noting that music is considered as an important intelligence in the contemporary “Theory of Multiple Intelligences”.  Not only does music nurture their cultural life but it also helps to motivate their interest in other fields.  Apart from classroom learning, members have the opportunity to perform in choral workshops and annual concerts organized by the HKCOC to boost their confidence and enhance their exposure to music.  HKCOC is often invited to perform as a guest in important music festivals and arts events.  Performance in overseas tours is a regular event in summer.

The New Philharmonia Youth Orchestra of Hong Kong

The New Philharmonia Youth Orchestra of Hong Kong (NPYO) was formed in July 2001 under the directorship of Maestro Henry Shek. Since the establishment of the New Philharmonia of Hong Kong four years ago, Mr. Shek feels that the formation of a youth orchestra is an important task in nurturing a young generation of musicians.  With the support and guidance of the members of the New Philharmonia of Hong Kong, local young talents receive training every week by professional coaches and under the baton of Maestro Shek.  They also have a chance to perform with professional conductors and soloists. The members are chosen through highly competitive auditions and allocated to the senior or junior section according to their experience and skill.  Each rehearsal lasts three hours, with ensemble-playing and practice by sections.  During the ensemble session, all the instruments are played together, while the coaches provide guidance as required.  Improvements to individual parts will be coached during the sectional practice.  Moreover, different instruments will be given a chance to play a leading part during small group rehearsals.  Through such an arrangement, members can showcase their strengths in the orchestra and develop an interest in music. The repertoire of the NPYO is diversified, aiming at the nurturance of an outstanding youth orchestra.  Apart from teaching the player how to play an instrument, there is also guidance on the skill of ensemble-playing.  In addition to regular training, open days and concerts are staged annually.  The orchestra is honoured to be invited by the Hong Kong Lingnan Orchestra as a guest performer at their concert on 12 April 2004, playing the famous violin concerto “The Butterfly Lovers”.  The concert was well received and provided a valuable experience to the members.  There is also an opportunity for them to represent Hong Kong in overseas performances.  The NPYO made a tour to Australia in July 2004, visiting Melbourne, Canberra and Sydney.  Through the five performances presented in various forms, the members have gained an insight into fine musicianship and broadened their horizon, which is of much benefit in the pursuit of excellence.
Henry Shek 

While growing up in his native city of Hong Kong, Shek studied violin and piano from an early age.  His desire to become a conductor was inspired by a concert he had heard as a teenager, by the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra on its Asian tour to Hong Kong under Sir Malcolm Sargent in the 1960’s.  
After high school, Shek won a scholarship and went to the San Francisco Conservatory of Music in 1968 where he studied piano, theory, composition and conducting.  Upon graduation with distinction in Orchestral Conducting, Shek was immediately engaged by Maestro Yasushi Akutagawa to be his assistant conductor at the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra and the New Symphony Orchestra in Japan where he conducted numerous rehearsals and performances and stood in at the last minute for many indisposed maestros.  Shek also won a Bronze Medal at the Min On Competition for Young Conductors in Tokyo in 1973.  
Upon completion of his assistantship in Tokyo, Shek went to New York City and studied under the great Viennese maestro Carl Bamberger and developed what Shek himself describes as a passionate love for the operas.  It was Bamberger who encouraged Shek to go to Europe and further his studies under the legendary conductor-teachers Hans Schwarowsky, Franco Ferarra and Igor Markevitch.  After winning conducting prizes at the San Remo Opera House (Italy), the Besancon (France) and the Herbert von Karajan (West Germany) competitions, Shek embarked on a career where his engagements took him to most of the musical capitals of the world, conducting prestigious orchestras, opera houses and ballet companies.  He has traveled throughout Europe, the United States and Asia and conducted over eighty orchestras.
Since returning to his native city of Hong Kong in 1993, Shek had added Hong Kong as one of his residences.  He was appointed Music Director of the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra from 1993 to 1997, and continued to be its Principal Conductor (Promotional Series) until 1999.  During this period, Shek had made great strides to internationalize and promote Chinese symphonic music, and had made a series of Compact Disks under the Marco Polo International label.  His other recordings with the Hong Kong Philharmonic, the Shanghai Symphony and the Moscow Symphony have been international best sellers.  He also founded the Hong Kong Opera Company with its own two hundred member strong Hong Kong Chorus and the New Philharmonia of Hong Kong, all of which he is Musical and Artistic Director.  In 1999, the Hong Kong Choir of Outstanding Children was established by him to nurture the finest young performing talents of Hong Kong.  
While continuing to be a well sought-after guest conductor in many parts of the world, Shek devotes a good part of the year to Hong Kong where he promotes fine music to the public-at-large, which includes Broadway shows, operettas, grand operas, and symphonic and pop orchestral repertoire. His philosophy is to discover and nurture young talents and his conviction is to help make Hong Kong an important cultural capital of the world.   
The general public is welcomed.  Cost to attend this performance is free.  Seating is based on a first-come, first served basis.  For more information on this event, please call JCCCNC at 415.567.5505.
About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and facility usage. The JCCCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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