FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Teresa Ono, tono@jcccnc.org

Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California
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415.567.5505 - www.jcccnc.org

COMMUNITY MEETING ABOUT JAPANTOWN’S 100th ANNIVERSARY

APRIL 27, 2005, 6:00 P.M. AT JCCCNC

San Francisco (April 21, 2005) – The third community forum to discuss plans for the 100th Anniversary of Japantown in the Western Addition is scheduled for Wednesday, April 27, 2005.  The meeting will start at 6:00 p.m. and will be at the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) located at 1840 Sutter Street.  

At the second community meeting, which was held on March 30, Yo Hironaka and Allen Okamoto, two of the Co-Chairs, provided a status report and other organizations and interested individuals provided their updates and thoughts.  A draft copy of the Concept Paper was presented to those in attendance.  The Concept Paper explains what the current plans are and will be distributed to organizations so that they can share with their members.  A logo and theme are currently being developed and they will be used for all events in 2006.  A calendar of events, which will also include a history of Japantown, is being drafted to include all community and organization planned celebratory activities.

San Francisco's Japantown is the first established Japanese American community in the United States.  The original Japanese town was located in the South of Market area, however, due to destruction by the great 1906 earthquake, the community made its permanent home in the Western Addition.

Japantown once encompassed over 34 square blocks, however due to the forced removal and evacuation during World War II, and the subsequent urban renewal, thousands of families and businesses never returned.  The centennial celebration is dedicated to the Issei, the first generation of Japanese to come to America and who built the community, and to the Nisei, the first generation of American-born citizens who endured unimaginable hardships so that future generations could prosper in the American dream.

Those unable to attend the April 27 meeting are encouraged to share their thoughts by emailing tono@jcccnc.org by April 26.  Future meetings will be held on the last Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. at JCCCNC.  For more information, please call 415-567-5505.  

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and facility usage. The JCCCNC is a non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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