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JCCCNC’s Annual Cultural Tour to Japan: The Furusato Journey

SAN FRANCISCO (December 2nd, 2004) – The Japanese Cultural & Community Center 

of Northern California (JCCCNC) presents its 3rd annual cultural tour to Japan: “The 

Furusato Journey”.  From March 28 to April 7, 2005, visit the five largest prefectures of 

emigration to the United States – Hiroshima, Wakayama, Yamaguchi, Fukuoka and 

Kumamoto on this 11-day privately guided tour, and gain new experiences and insight 

into each geographic area through its history, culture, food, art and people. In Yokohama, 

participants will visit the new Nikkei Emigration Overseas Museum.

Furusato literally translated means “one’s birthplace”, however to many Japanese, the meaning of furusato encompasses a much deeper meaning involving the cultural, nostalgic, and emotional relationship one has with their place of origin.

Over the past 150 years, many individuals of Japanese descent have ventured away from 

their furusato to seek new adventures.  Some went to the Capital city of Tokyo; some 

went abroad to North and South America to seek new and different opportunities not 

available to them in Japan.  

Despite these new journeys, it was usually the desire of those leaving their furusato to 

make the journey back to home, at least once in their lifetime, to share their findings and 

stories with their relatives and ancestors.

According to the statistics provided by the Japan International Cooperation Agency, 

(JICA), the majority of individuals who left Japan during the late Meiji (1868-1910) and 

Taisho era (1910-1925) were from the Prefectures of Wakayama, Kumamoto, Fukuoka, 

Yamaguchi and Hiroshima;

Hiroshima:
109,893

Yamaguchi:
57,837

Kumamoto:
76,802

Fukuoka:
57,684

Wakayama:
32,852

Many of these early descendants from these prefectures are residing in the SF/Bay Area 

and have reflected an interest and desire to learn more about the physical and cultural environment of their furusato.

This tour is being designed to reconnect Japanese Americans to their ancestral roots and to gain a deeper understanding of their historical past with Japan.  The JCCCNC encourages both first time travelers as well as seasoned travelers to participate in this historical intergenerational tour of Japan.  JCCCNC hopes that this will be an opportunity for Nisei to take their Sansei children and Yonsei grandchildren to Japan to discover and learn about Japan and the prefectures, from which their Issei parents, grandparents and great-grandparents immigrated, so that personal Nikkei family histories can be better understood and preserved.

Free time will be allowed in each of the prefectures for possible mini-family reunions over a meal, visits to family burial sites and for participants to wander the same areas that their ancestors did for hundreds of years.  Although, the tour cannot possibly cover and visit every city within each prefecture, our hope is to at least provide a real sense of a coming home for the tour participants.

Participants of the tour will develop a better sense of the Issei generation and the courage that it must have taken to leave their family, friends and neighborhoods to come to an unknown future in the United States.  Today, Japanese Americans of all generations are able to walk proudly because of the first steps that the Issei took to come to America. 

Pre-tour lectures will also be organized about the history of Japanese emigration to the United States, the Meiji era period of emigration of Japanese to other countries, family Kamons and hints on traveling in Japan.  All pre-lecture tours are included in the price of the tour.

Post-option tours are also available to Tokyo and the Aichi World Expo in Nagoya.

The tour is open to all persons and is limited to 80 participants.

The Japanese American Tour of Japan is in cooperation with the Consulate General of Japan, the Prefectural Governments, All Nippon Airlines and Kintetsu International Travel.

The cost of the tour is approximately $ 2700.00 per person and includes round trip airfare from San Francisco to Tokyo, inland flight from Fukuoka to Tokyo, Shinkansen, local train, private motor coach, hotel and ryokan accommodations, all breakfasts, 2 lunches and 3 dinners, admission fees, baggage transfers, taxes and handling fees.

To inquire about The Furusato Journey tour, please call JCCCNC at 415.567.5505 or jcccnc@jcccnc.org.

About JCCCNC

Envisioned by the Japanese American community, JCCCNC will be an everlasting foundation of our Japanese American ancestry, cultural heritage, histories and traditions. The JCCCNC strives to meet the evolving needs of the Japanese American community through programs, affordable services and facility usage. The JCCCNC is a non-profit community center based in San Francisco.
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